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SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT (SS) 

COMPETITION GUIDELINES  
The Speakers Spotlight event requires students to use one of the competitive SPS topics of the current season to craft 
and deliver a speech that informs, persuades, or inspires the audience.  

Rules and Requirements 

Content: Failure to follow the rules and requirements listed below may result in the disqualification of the final 

submission.  

Eligibility and Divisions 

1.​ The Speaker Spotlight Competition is open to students from K-12.  

a.​ K-5th - Elementary Division 

b.​ 6th-8th - Middle Division 

c.​ 9th - 12th - High School Division 

2.​ Students compete as individuals in their respective division listed above.  
3.​ All participating students must be enrolled in a KAAC member school. 
4.​ All students participating in the Speaker Spotlight competition must sign a publication consent form.  

 
Submission Requirements 

1.​ The speech submission must be video recorded.  
a.​ Audio-only submissions will result in disqualification.  

2.​ The total runtime for submissions must be between 3 and 8 minutes. 
a.​ A 5 point deduction will be applied to submissions that run under or over the time parameter.  

3.​ All student work must be original. 
4.​ Students must not use generative AI to create their speech submissions. The use of AI-generative platforms 

(for more than brainstorming purposes) will result in disqualification from the competition.  
5.​ All speeches must be submitted by the deadline posted on the KAAC website. Late submissions will not be 

accepted.  
6.​ Submissions must adhere to general school-appropriate standards. Speeches containing explicit violence, 

hate speech, or inappropriate language will be disqualified. 

Submission Formats 

1.​ Final speeches must be submitted as a private youtube link or a Google Drive link.  
a.​ Email submission to Chill@kaac.com 
b.​ Subject line: School, Student Name, Division 
c.​ Attachments: Publication Consent Forms for the individual(s) submitting speeches. 

 

The top 5 submissions will be announced in February. The rankings of these submissions will be announced at the 
Governor’s Cup State Finals Component Event Award Ceremony.  
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Speakers Spotlight Publication Consent and Release Form  

1. Subject Information 

Full Name of Subject/Participant: ______________________________ 

Parent or Guardian Name (if subject is under 18): ______________________ 

Email Address: ________________________ Phone: __________________ 

2. Project Title 

Project/Publication Title: ______________________________ 

3. Consent and Grant of Rights 

I hereby give Kentucky Association for Academic Competition the irrevocable right and permission to use, 

publish, and copyright my name, likeness, image, voice, written statements, or photographic/video materials 

(collectively called the "Materials") captured in connection with the project named above.  

I understand that the Materials may be published in print, online, video, social media, or any other media format 

for educational or promotional purposes. 

4. Release and Waiver 

I release Kentucky Association for Academic Competition from any and all claims, demands, or liability arising out 

of or in connection with the use of the Materials, including any claims for defamation or invasion of privacy.  

I acknowledge that I am at least 18 years of age or the legal guardian of the minor named above and have the full 

legal capacity to sign this release.  

I understand that this consent is voluntary and that I will not receive financial compensation or payment for this 

use.  

5. Original Work and Citation 

I agree that all submitted work is entirely original, written by me, and that I did not use artificial intelligence to 

generate the speech submitted.   

6. Signature  

Signature: __________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature [If under 18]: _________________________________ 

Date: ________________________ 
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Examples of Common Approaches and Concepts 

Narrative/Anecdotal Approach 

Content: A rhetorical and structural style in which a speech is built around a central story, real-life experience, or 
historical anecdote.  

Problem-Cause Solution 
Content: A speech structure that clearly identifies a specific problem, analyzes its underlying causes, and presents a 
logical, actionable solution.  

Thematic Motif 
Content: A speech structure built around a recurring symbol, metaphor, or central phrase that anchors different 
ideas and deepens the emotional meaning.   

Historical or Chronological Trace 
Content: A speech structure that explores a topic by moving through a timeline such as past, present, and future or 
by contrasting historical background with modern reality to highlight changes, progress, or cyclical patterns over 
time.  

Comparative/Dialectical Approach 
Content: A speech structure that explores a topic by weighing two opposing philosophies, perspectives, or 
scenarios, guiding the audience through a comparison before arriving at a final, synthesized conclusion.  

Direct Address 
Content: A speech structure that breaks the traditional fourth wall to speak directly to the judges or audience as 
active participants, using immediate framing and questions to make them feel personally implicated in the topic.  

Vignette Mosaic 
Content: A speech structure composed of several short, vivid snapshots or scene descriptions loosely connected by 
a central theme to build cumulative emotional impact.  

Exploratory Approach 
Content: A speech structure that breaks down a complex subject by examining it through several separate, distinct 
angles or lenses.  
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Evaluator Scoresheet 
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