
Main Idea Lesson Plan  
(Detailed Prompt + Learning Sciences + Chain-of-Thought) 

 

 Prompt  
I need an evidence-based way grounded in Learning Sciences to teach WV.ELA.3.5 
Determine the main idea of an informational text; recount the key details and explain how 
they support the main idea to third graders. What do you suggest? Please include 
information about effect size and citations in your response. 
 

Output  
Teaching third graders to determine the main idea of an informational text and explain 
how key details support it involves several evidence-based strategies from the field of 
Learning Sciences. Here’s a structured approach: 

1. Explicit Instruction on Main Idea and Supporting Details 

●​ Strategy: Begin with explicit teaching of what constitutes the main idea and 
supporting details in texts. Use clear definitions and examples. 

●​ Evidence: According to Hattie's meta-analysis (2009), explicit teaching methods 
have a moderate to high effect size (d=0.59) on learning outcomes. 

2. Graphic Organizers 

●​ Strategy: Use graphic organizers such as concept maps or main idea/detail maps to 
visually represent the relationships between the main idea and supporting details. 

●​ Evidence: Graphic organizers are supported by research for improving reading 
comprehension (Hattie, 2009; Marzano, 2001). 

3. Close Reading with Think-Alouds 

●​ Strategy: Model how to find the main idea and supporting details through close 
reading of texts. Use think-alouds to verbalize thought processes. 

●​ Evidence: Think-alouds and modeling are effective instructional strategies 
(Rosenshine, 2012). 

4. Text-Dependent Questions 

●​ Strategy: Pose questions that require students to identify the main idea and justify 
their answers with evidence from the text. 

●​ Evidence: Using text-dependent questions promotes deeper understanding and has 
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a positive impact on learning (Fisher & Frey, 2014). 

Implementation Steps: 

●​ Preparation: Select appropriate informational texts at an appropriate reading level 
for third graders. 

●​ Introduction: Introduce the concept of main idea and supporting details explicitly, 
defining each and providing examples. 

●​ Modeling: Demonstrate how to identify the main idea and locate supporting details 
using a text that is familiar and suitable for their comprehension level. 

●​ Guided Practice: Provide guided practice sessions where students work in pairs or 
small groups to identify main ideas and supporting details with teacher support. 

●​ Independent Practice: Gradually transition to independent practice where students 
apply their understanding to new texts. 

●​ Assessment: Use formative assessments such as quizzes or discussions to gauge 
students' ability to determine main ideas and articulate supporting details. 

References: 

●​ Hattie, J. (2009). Visible Learning: A Synthesis of Over 800 Meta-Analyses Relating to 
Achievement. Routledge. 

●​ Marzano, R. J. (2001). Classroom Instruction That Works: Research-Based Strategies 
for Increasing Student Achievement. ASCD. 

●​ Rosenshine, B. (2012). Principles of Instruction: Research-Based Strategies That All 
Teachers Should Know. American Educator. 

●​ Fisher, D., & Frey, N. (2014). Better Learning Through Structured Teaching: A 
Framework for the Gradual Release of Responsibility. ASCD. 

By implementing these strategies, grounded in research on effective teaching practices, 
you can effectively teach third graders how to determine the main idea of informational 
texts and explain the supporting details that underpin it. 

 Chain-of-Thought # 1  
Are there any strategies you didn't mention with a larger effect size that would be 
particularly helpful for teaching WV.ELA.3.5? 

Output  
Certainly! Here are a couple of additional evidence-based strategies that have shown 
significant effect sizes and could be particularly helpful for teaching WV.ELA.3.5 
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(determining the main idea of an informational text and explaining key details): 

1. Reciprocal Teaching 

●​ Strategy: Reciprocal Teaching involves a dialogue between teacher and students in 
which they jointly construct the meaning of the text. It includes four main strategies: 
summarizing, questioning, clarifying, and predicting. 

●​ Effect Size: Reciprocal teaching has been shown to have a high effect size on 
student achievement (d=0.74) according to Hattie's meta-analysis (2009). 

●​ Implementation: Divide students into small groups and assign each group a section 
of the text. Students take turns leading discussions using the four strategies, with 
the teacher facilitating and guiding as needed. 

2. Scaffolding and Gradual Release of Responsibility 

●​ Strategy: Begin with explicit instruction and model the process of identifying main 
ideas and supporting details. Gradually release responsibility to students, 
scaffolding their learning with prompts, hints, and structured activities until they can 
independently determine main ideas and explain supporting details. 

●​ Effect Size: Scaffolding and the gradual release of responsibility have been shown 
to have a substantial effect on learning outcomes (Hattie, 2009; Rosenshine, 2012). 

●​ Implementation: Start with teacher-led activities where students observe and 
participate actively. Then move towards collaborative work and finally independent 
tasks, adjusting support as students demonstrate understanding. 

Why These Strategies Are Effective: 

●​ Active Engagement: Both reciprocal teaching and scaffolding encourage active 
student engagement in learning, which promotes deeper understanding and 
retention of concepts. 

●​ Gradual Mastery: They provide a structured approach to mastering complex skills 
like identifying main ideas and supporting details, allowing for differentiated 
support based on student needs. 

References: 

●​ Hattie, J. (2009). Visible Learning: A Synthesis of Over 800 Meta-Analyses Relating to 
Achievement. Routledge. 

●​ Rosenshine, B. (2012). Principles of Instruction: Research-Based Strategies That All 
Teachers Should Know. American Educator. 

These strategies complement those previously mentioned and offer robust support based 
on their strong effect sizes in educational research. By integrating these approaches into 
your teaching of WV.ELA.3.5, you can enhance students' ability to comprehend and analyze 
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informational texts effectively. 

 Chain-of-Thought # 2  
I have about 30 minutes to teach WV.ELA.3.5. I like the close reading and reciprocal 
teaching strategies you mentioned. Which one would be better in a 30 minute lesson? 

Output  

Given the time constraint of 30 minutes for teaching WV.ELA.3.5 (determining the main 
idea of an informational text and explaining key details), close reading would generally be 
more feasible and effective within this timeframe compared to reciprocal teaching. Here’s 
why: 

Close Reading 

●​ Focus: Close reading allows you to zoom in on a short passage or excerpt from the 
informational text, focusing deeply on understanding the main idea and identifying 
supporting details. 

●​ Efficiency: It is efficient because you can direct students' attention to specific 
paragraphs or sections where the main idea and supporting details are 
concentrated. 

●​ Modeling Opportunity: You can model and demonstrate the process of identifying 
the main idea and relevant details within the time frame, providing clear examples 
and explanations. 

●​ Structured Approach: Close reading naturally scaffolds the process of 
understanding complex texts by breaking it down into manageable parts, suitable 
for a single session. 

Reciprocal Teaching 

●​ Time Intensive: Reciprocal teaching involves more extended dialogue and 
interaction among students, which might not fit well into a 30-minute session, 
especially considering the need for explicit modeling and student practice. 

●​ Complexity: Implementing all four reciprocal teaching strategies (summarizing, 
questioning, clarifying, predicting) effectively within a short time frame could be 
challenging. 

●​ Group Dynamics: Managing group discussions and ensuring each student has an 
opportunity to participate actively may require more time than is available in a 
single lesson. 
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Implementation Tips for Close Reading in 30 Minutes: 

1.​ Select a Short Passage: Choose a manageable excerpt from the informational text 
that contains a clear main idea and supporting details. 

2.​ Pre-Reading: Briefly introduce the text and provide context if necessary. Set a 
purpose for reading (to identify the main idea and key details). 

3.​ First Reading: Have students read the selected passage independently or in pairs to 
get an initial understanding. 

4.​ Second Reading (Close Reading): Read the passage aloud together or have 
students read it silently again. Encourage them to underline or highlight the main 
idea and key details. 

5.​ Discussion and Analysis: Lead a discussion focusing on the identified main idea 
and supporting details. Model how to explain how the details support the main idea. 

6.​ Closure: Summarize the lesson by restating the main idea and key details. Discuss 
any challenges or insights students had during the activity. 

By focusing on close reading within a 30-minute lesson, you can effectively guide students 
through the process of identifying the main idea and supporting details, providing a 
structured and manageable approach to meet the learning objective of WV.ELA.3.5. 

 Chain-of-Thought # 3  
Ok, sounds good. Please write a lesson plan for teaching WV.ELA.3.5 in 30 minutes using 
the Close Reading strategy. 

Output  

Certainly! Here’s a structured lesson plan for teaching WV.ELA.3.5 (determining the main 
idea of an informational text and explaining key details) using the Close Reading strategy 
within a 30-minute timeframe: 

 

Lesson Plan: Close Reading to Determine Main Idea and Key Details 

Objective: Students will be able to determine the main idea of an informational text and 
identify key details that support it. 

Grade Level: Third grade 

Materials Needed: 
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●​ Short informational text (one paragraph or excerpt) 
●​ Copies of the text for each student or displayed on a projector/screen 
●​ Highlighters or pencils for annotating text 
●​ Whiteboard or chart paper 

Time: 30 minutes 

Procedure: 

1. Introduction (5 minutes) 

●​ Engagement: Begin by asking students to recall what they know about finding the 
main idea of a story or passage. Briefly discuss why understanding the main idea 
and supporting details is important in reading. 

●​ Objective: State the objective clearly: Today, we will practice finding the main idea 
of an informational text and identifying the details that support it. 

2. Pre-Reading (5 minutes) 

●​ Text Selection: Choose a short paragraph or excerpt from the informational text 
related to a familiar topic or subject. 

●​ Purpose Setting: Introduce the text and set the purpose for reading: We are going 
to read this passage closely to understand what it is mostly about and to find the 
important details that tell us more. 

3. Close Reading (10 minutes) 

●​ First Reading: Have students read the passage silently or aloud to themselves. 
●​ Annotation: Encourage students to annotate the text by underlining or highlighting 

sentences that they think represent the main idea and any key details that support 
it. 

●​ Teacher Modeling: Read the passage aloud again, highlighting the main idea and a 
few supporting details. Think aloud to explain why you chose those parts. 

4. Discussion and Analysis (7 minutes) 

●​ Guided Discussion: Lead a class discussion about the main idea and supporting 
details identified in the passage. Ask questions such as: 

○​ "What do you think is the main idea of this passage?" 
○​ "Which details tell us more about the main idea?" 

●​ Peer Interaction: Pair students to discuss their findings. Have them compare their 
highlighted sections and reasoning. 

5. Closure (3 minutes) 

●​ Summary: Summarize the lesson by restating the main idea and key details 
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identified in the text. 
●​ Reflection: Ask students to reflect briefly on what they learned about finding the 

main idea and supporting details today. 

6. Assessment (Optional) 

●​ Consider informal assessment through questioning during the discussion or a quick 
exit ticket where students write the main idea and a supporting detail from the text. 

 

Notes for Teacher: 

●​ Differentiation: Provide additional support or challenge by selecting texts that 
match students’ reading abilities. 

●​ Adaptations: Adjust the reading level or complexity of the text as needed for 
individual students or the whole class. 

●​ Follow-Up: Reinforce the skill in future lessons by applying it to different texts or 
genres. 

By following this structured lesson plan, you can effectively teach WV.ELA.3.5 using the 
Close Reading strategy within a 30-minute lesson, fostering students' ability to 
comprehend and analyze informational texts critically. 

 Chain-of-Thought # 4  
My students are interested in unique animals. Can you generate a text passage 
appropriate for third graders for this lesson and write a teacher script modeling the close 
reading strategy? 

Output  

Certainly! Here’s a text passage about a unique animal that would be appropriate for third 
graders, followed by a modeled teacher script for using the Close Reading strategy: 

 

Text Passage: Title: The Axolotl - A Remarkable Amphibian 

The axolotl is a fascinating creature native to the lakes of Mexico. Unlike most amphibians, 
it retains its larval features throughout its life, which means it keeps its gills and fins even 
as an adult. This unique trait allows it to live permanently underwater, where it hunts for 
small fish, insects, and even small amphibians. The axolotl is also known for its remarkable 
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ability to regenerate lost body parts, including limbs and parts of its brain. Due to habitat 
loss and pollution, the axolotl is now critically endangered in the wild, making conservation 
efforts crucial to its survival. 

 

Teacher Script for Close Reading Modeling: 

Introduction: Teacher: Today, we’re going to practice a skill that helps us understand what 
a text is mostly about. We call this skill finding the main idea and the key details that 
support it. Let’s read about a fascinating animal called the axolotl and see if we can 
discover what makes it so unique. 

Pre-Reading: Teacher: Here is a passage about the axolotl. Before we read, let’s think 
about why this animal might be interesting. What do you already know about axolotls or 
other unique animals? 

Close Reading (First Reading): Teacher: [Reads the passage aloud or displays it for 
students to read silently.] Now, as we read through this again, I want you to look for 
sentences that tell us what the main idea of this passage might be and any important 
details that support that idea. You can underline or highlight them as you find them. 

Close Reading (Teacher Modeling): Teacher: [Rereads the passage aloud, pausing at key 
points to model the annotation process.] Here in the first sentence, it says, "The axolotl is a 
fascinating creature native to the lakes of Mexico." This sentence tells us where the axolotl 
lives and introduces us to our main topic. Now, when it mentions that the axolotl keeps its 
larval features throughout its life, including its gills and fins, this supports the main idea 
because it explains what makes the axolotl so different from other amphibians. [Continues 
highlighting or underlining other key details.] These details help us understand more about 
why the axolotl is such a unique animal. 

Discussion and Analysis: Teacher: [Leads a discussion with students.] Now that we’ve 
found some details about the axolotl, what do you think is the main idea of this passage? 
What details did you find that support that main idea? 

Student Responses: Students may mention the unique features of the axolotl, its habitat, 
or its endangered status. 

Closure: Teacher: Today, we practiced finding the main idea and supporting details in a 
text about the axolotl. What did we learn about this fascinating animal? [Summarizes the 
main idea and key details discussed during the lesson.] 

 

Notes for Teacher: 
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●​ Adaptations: Adjust the complexity of the text as needed based on student reading 
levels. 

●​ Extension: Encourage students to research other unique animals they find 
interesting and apply the close reading strategy independently. 

●​ Feedback: Provide specific feedback during the discussion to reinforce 
understanding of identifying main ideas and supporting details. 

By using this modeled teacher script, you can effectively guide third graders through a 
close reading activity focused on understanding the main idea and key details about a 
unique animal, the axolotl. 

 Chain-of-Thought # 5  
Use that passage and script in the lesson plan. 

Output  

Certainly! Here’s an integrated lesson plan using the provided text passage about the 
axolotl and the modeled teacher script for close reading: 

 

Lesson Plan: Close Reading to Determine Main Idea and Key Details 

Objective: Students will be able to determine the main idea of an informational text about 
the axolotl and identify key details that support it. 

Grade Level: Third grade 

Materials Needed: 

●​ Text passage about the axolotl (provided below) 
●​ Copies of the text for each student or displayed on a projector/screen 
●​ Highlighters or pencils for annotating text 
●​ Whiteboard or chart paper 

Time: 30 minutes 

Procedure: 

1. Introduction (5 minutes) 

●​ Engagement: Begin by asking students about their interest in unique animals. 
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Introduce the axolotl as a unique animal and explain that today we will learn more 
about it through reading. 

●​ Objective: State the objective clearly: Today, we will practice finding the main idea 
of a passage about the axolotl and identifying details that tell us more about this 
remarkable creature. 

2. Pre-Reading (5 minutes) 

●​ Text Selection: Display the text passage about the axolotl (provided below). 
●​ Purpose Setting: Ask students to think about what they already know about the 

axolotl or other unique animals before we read. 

Text Passage: Title: The Axolotl - A Remarkable Amphibian 

The axolotl is a fascinating creature native to the lakes of Mexico. Unlike most amphibians, 
it retains its larval features throughout its life, which means it keeps its gills and fins even 
as an adult. This unique trait allows it to live permanently underwater, where it hunts for 
small fish, insects, and even small amphibians. The axolotl is also known for its remarkable 
ability to regenerate lost body parts, including limbs and parts of its brain. Due to habitat 
loss and pollution, the axolotl is now critically endangered in the wild, making conservation 
efforts crucial to its survival. 

3. Close Reading (10 minutes) 

●​ First Reading: Have students read the passage silently or aloud to themselves. 
●​ Annotation: Encourage students to annotate the text by underlining or highlighting 

sentences that they think represent the main idea and any key details that support 
it. 

●​ Teacher Modeling: Read the passage aloud again, pausing to model the annotation 
process: "Here in the first sentence, it says, 'The axolotl is a fascinating creature 
native to the lakes of Mexico.' This sentence tells us where the axolotl lives and 
introduces us to our main topic. Now, when it mentions that the axolotl keeps its 
larval features throughout its life, including its gills and fins, this supports the main 
idea because it explains what makes the axolotl so different from other amphibians." 
Continue highlighting or underlining other key details. 

4. Discussion and Analysis (7 minutes) 

●​ Guided Discussion: Lead a class discussion about the main idea and supporting 
details identified in the passage. Ask questions such as: 

○​ "What do you think is the main idea of this passage?" 
○​ "Which details tell us more about the main idea?" 

●​ Peer Interaction: Pair students to discuss their findings. Have them compare their 
highlighted sections and reasoning. 
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5. Closure (3 minutes) 

●​ Summary: Summarize the lesson by restating the main idea and key details 
identified in the text: "Today, we learned that the axolotl is a unique amphibian that 
lives in Mexico's lakes, keeps its larval features throughout life, and has the 
remarkable ability to regenerate body parts. These details help us understand why 
the axolotl is such a fascinating animal." 

●​ Reflection: Ask students to reflect briefly on what they learned about the axolotl and 
how they found the main idea and supporting details in the text. 

6. Assessment (Optional) 

●​ Consider informal assessment through questioning during the discussion or a quick 
exit ticket where students write the main idea and a supporting detail from the text. 

 

Notes for Teacher: 

●​ Differentiation: Provide additional support or challenge by adjusting the complexity 
of the text or the level of questions. 

●​ Adaptations: Modify the activity based on individual student needs or abilities. 
●​ Follow-Up: Reinforce the skill in future lessons by applying it to different texts or 

genres, or by having students research other unique animals. 

By following this structured lesson plan, you can effectively teach WV.ELA.3.5 using the 
Close Reading strategy with a focus on understanding the main idea and key details about 
the axolotl, engaging third-grade students in meaningful exploration of informational 
texts. 

 Chain-of-Thought # 6  
Can you change the example to a different unique animal? 

Output  

Certainly! Here’s a revised lesson plan using a different unique animal, the Okapi, and a 
corresponding text passage for the close reading activity: 

 

Lesson Plan: Close Reading to Determine Main Idea and Key Details 
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Objective: Students will be able to determine the main idea of an informational text about 
the Okapi and identify key details that support it. 

Grade Level: Third grade 

Materials Needed: 

●​ Text passage about the Okapi (provided below) 
●​ Copies of the text for each student or displayed on a projector/screen 
●​ Highlighters or pencils for annotating text 
●​ Whiteboard or chart paper 

Time: 30 minutes 

Procedure: 

1. Introduction (5 minutes) 

●​ Engagement: Begin by asking students about their interest in unique animals. 
Introduce the Okapi as a unique animal and explain that today we will learn more 
about it through reading. 

●​ Objective: State the objective clearly: Today, we will practice finding the main idea 
of a passage about the Okapi and identifying details that tell us more about this 
remarkable creature. 

2. Pre-Reading (5 minutes) 

●​ Text Selection: Display the text passage about the Okapi (provided below). 
●​ Purpose Setting: Ask students to think about what they already know about the 

Okapi or other unique animals before we read. 

Text Passage: Title: The Okapi - A Mysterious Forest Dweller 

The Okapi is an elusive mammal native to the dense rainforests of Central Africa. 
Resembling a mix between a giraffe and a zebra, it has a velvety brown coat with striking 
horizontal white stripes on its hindquarters. Despite its zebra-like appearance, the Okapi is 
actually the only living relative of the giraffe. It uses its long, prehensile tongue to strip 
leaves from trees and vines, which it feeds on primarily. Due to its shy nature and the 
dense forest environment it inhabits, the Okapi remained unknown to the Western world 
until the early 20th century. Today, conservation efforts are crucial to protect this unique 
species from habitat loss and poaching. 

3. Close Reading (10 minutes) 

●​ First Reading: Have students read the passage silently or aloud to themselves. 
●​ Annotation: Encourage students to annotate the text by underlining or highlighting 



Main Idea Lesson Plan  
(Detailed Prompt + Learning Sciences + Chain-of-Thought) 

sentences that they think represent the main idea and any key details that support 
it. 

●​ Teacher Modeling: Read the passage aloud again, pausing to model the annotation 
process: "Here in the first sentence, it says, 'The Okapi is an elusive mammal native 
to the dense rainforests of Central Africa.' This sentence tells us where the Okapi 
lives and introduces us to our main topic. Now, when it mentions that the Okapi uses 
its long, prehensile tongue to strip leaves from trees and vines, this supports the 
main idea because it explains how the Okapi survives in its habitat." Continue 
highlighting or underlining other key details. 

4. Discussion and Analysis (7 minutes) 

●​ Guided Discussion: Lead a class discussion about the main idea and supporting 
details identified in the passage. Ask questions such as: 

○​ "What do you think is the main idea of this passage?" 
○​ "Which details tell us more about the main idea?" 

●​ Peer Interaction: Pair students to discuss their findings. Have them compare their 
highlighted sections and reasoning. 

5. Closure (3 minutes) 

●​ Summary: Summarize the lesson by restating the main idea and key details 
identified in the text: "Today, we learned that the Okapi is a unique mammal native 
to the rainforests of Central Africa, resembling a mix between a giraffe and a zebra. 
It uses its long tongue to feed on leaves and vines, and conservation efforts are 
important to protect it." 

●​ Reflection: Ask students to reflect briefly on what they learned about the Okapi and 
how they found the main idea and supporting details in the text. 

6. Assessment (Optional) 

●​ Consider informal assessment through questioning during the discussion or a quick 
exit ticket where students write the main idea and a supporting detail from the text. 

 

Notes for Teacher: 

●​ Differentiation: Provide additional support or challenge by adjusting the complexity 
of the text or the level of questions. 

●​ Adaptations: Modify the activity based on individual student needs or abilities. 
●​ Follow-Up: Reinforce the skill in future lessons by applying it to different texts or 

genres, or by having students research other unique animals. 

By following this structured lesson plan, you can effectively teach WV.ELA.3.5 using the 
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Close Reading strategy with a focus on understanding the main idea and key details about 
the Okapi, engaging third-grade students in meaningful exploration of informational texts 
about unique animals. 

 Chain-of-Thought # 7  
Include a teacher script for facilitating close reading in the lesson plan. 

Output  

Certainly! Here’s the revised lesson plan with a teacher script included for facilitating close 
reading of the text passage about the Okapi: 

 

Lesson Plan: Close Reading to Determine Main Idea and Key Details 

Objective: Students will be able to determine the main idea of an informational text about 
the Okapi and identify key details that support it. 

Grade Level: Third grade 

Materials Needed: 

●​ Text passage about the Okapi (provided below) 
●​ Copies of the text for each student or displayed on a projector/screen 
●​ Highlighters or pencils for annotating text 
●​ Whiteboard or chart paper 

Time: 30 minutes 

Procedure: 

1. Introduction (5 minutes) 

●​ Engagement: Begin by asking students about their interest in unique animals. 
Introduce the Okapi as a unique animal and explain that today we will learn more 
about it through reading. 

●​ Objective: State the objective clearly: Today, we will practice finding the main idea 
of a passage about the Okapi and identifying details that tell us more about this 
remarkable creature. 
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2. Pre-Reading (5 minutes) 

●​ Text Selection: Display the text passage about the Okapi (provided below). 
●​ Purpose Setting: Ask students to think about what they already know about the 

Okapi or other unique animals before we read. 

Text Passage: Title: The Okapi - A Mysterious Forest Dweller 

The Okapi is an elusive mammal native to the dense rainforests of Central Africa. 
Resembling a mix between a giraffe and a zebra, it has a velvety brown coat with striking 
horizontal white stripes on its hindquarters. Despite its zebra-like appearance, the Okapi is 
actually the only living relative of the giraffe. It uses its long, prehensile tongue to strip 
leaves from trees and vines, which it feeds on primarily. Due to its shy nature and the 
dense forest environment it inhabits, the Okapi remained unknown to the Western world 
until the early 20th century. Today, conservation efforts are crucial to protect this unique 
species from habitat loss and poaching. 

3. Close Reading (10 minutes) 

●​ First Reading: Have students read the passage silently or aloud to themselves. 
●​ Annotation: Encourage students to annotate the text by underlining or highlighting 

sentences that they think represent the main idea and any key details that support 
it. 

●​ Teacher Modeling: Read the passage aloud again, pausing to model the annotation 
process: 

Teacher Script for Close Reading: Teacher: [Reads the passage aloud or displays it for 
students to follow along.] Now, as we read through this again, I want you to look for 
sentences that tell us what the main idea of this passage might be and any important 
details that support that idea. You can underline or highlight them as you find them. 

Teacher: [Pauses at the first sentence.] Here it says, "The Okapi is an elusive mammal 
native to the dense rainforests of Central Africa." This sentence tells us where the Okapi 
lives and introduces us to our main topic. Now, when it mentions that the Okapi uses its 
long, prehensile tongue to strip leaves from trees and vines, this supports the main idea 
because it explains how the Okapi survives in its habitat. [Continues highlighting or 
underlining other key details.] 

4. Discussion and Analysis (7 minutes) 

●​ Guided Discussion: Lead a class discussion about the main idea and supporting 
details identified in the passage. Ask questions such as: 

○​ "What do you think is the main idea of this passage?" 
○​ "Which details tell us more about the main idea?" 

●​ Peer Interaction: Pair students to discuss their findings. Have them compare their 
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highlighted sections and reasoning. 

5. Closure (3 minutes) 

●​ Summary: Summarize the lesson by restating the main idea and key details 
identified in the text: "Today, we learned that the Okapi is a unique mammal native 
to the rainforests of Central Africa, resembling a mix between a giraffe and a zebra. 
It uses its long tongue to feed on leaves and vines, and conservation efforts are 
important to protect it." 

●​ Reflection: Ask students to reflect briefly on what they learned about the Okapi and 
how they found the main idea and supporting details in the text. 

6. Assessment (Optional) 

●​ Consider informal assessment through questioning during the discussion or a quick 
exit ticket where students write the main idea and a supporting detail from the text. 

 

Notes for Teacher: 

●​ Differentiation: Provide additional support or challenge by adjusting the complexity 
of the text or the level of questions. 

●​ Adaptations: Modify the activity based on individual student needs or abilities. 
●​ Follow-Up: Reinforce the skill in future lessons by applying it to different texts or 

genres, or by having students research other unique animals. 

By following this structured lesson plan, you can effectively teach WV.ELA.3.5 using the 
Close Reading strategy with a focus on understanding the main idea and key details about 
the Okapi, engaging third-grade students in meaningful exploration of informational texts 
about unique animals. 

 Chain-of-Thought # 8  
You are an expert in the Learning Sciences. Evaluate this lesson plan. Highlight strengths 
and make recommendations for improvement. 
 

Output  

Let's evaluate the lesson plan for teaching WV.ELA.3.5 using the Close Reading strategy 
with a focus on understanding the main idea and key details about the Okapi. Here are the 
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strengths and recommendations for improvement: 

Strengths: 

1.​ Clear Objective: The lesson plan clearly states the objective of teaching students to 
determine the main idea and key details from an informational text about the Okapi. 
This clarity helps students understand the purpose of the lesson. 

2.​ Engagement and Relevance: The introduction engages students by connecting the 
lesson to their interest in unique animals. Introducing the Okapi as a unique animal 
from Central Africa aligns well with third graders' curiosity about animals. 

3.​ Text Selection: The text passage about the Okapi is appropriate for third-grade 
students in terms of readability and interest level. It provides sufficient information 
about the Okapi's unique characteristics and habitat. 

4.​ Close Reading Process: The lesson includes a structured approach to close reading, 
with clear steps such as pre-reading discussion, annotation during reading, teacher 
modeling, guided discussion, and closure. This helps scaffold students' 
understanding of how to find the main idea and supporting details. 

5.​ Modeling and Guided Practice: The teacher script for close reading effectively 
models how to annotate the text and identify main ideas and key details. The guided 
discussion encourages student interaction and deeper thinking about the text. 

Recommendations for Improvement: 

1.​ Explicit Main Idea Statement: While the lesson encourages students to identify the 
main idea, it could be strengthened by explicitly stating the main idea at the 
beginning of the discussion or providing a framework for students to formulate it 
themselves. For example, guiding students to summarize the main idea in their own 
words after the close reading could reinforce their understanding. 

2.​ Differentiation: Consider how to differentiate the activity to meet the needs of 
diverse learners. This could include providing additional support for struggling 
readers, such as sentence starters or graphic organizers, or offering enrichment 
activities for advanced learners, such as independent research on other unique 
animals. 

3.​ Assessment Alignment: Ensure that the assessment method aligns closely with the 
objective of determining the main idea and key details. While informal assessment 
through questioning is mentioned, providing specific criteria or rubrics for what 
constitutes a clear main idea and supporting detail could enhance the assessment 
process. 

4.​ Extended Application: To deepen learning, consider how students could apply their 
understanding of identifying main ideas and details to other texts or real-world 
contexts. This could involve comparing and contrasting different animals or 
discussing conservation efforts for endangered species beyond the Okapi. 

5.​ Time Management: Given the 30-minute timeframe, monitor the pacing of each 
activity closely to ensure that there is sufficient time for all steps of the lesson plan, 
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including discussion and reflection. Adjustments may be necessary based on student 
engagement and comprehension. 

Conclusion: 

Overall, the lesson plan effectively utilizes the Close Reading strategy to teach WV.ELA.3.5, 
focusing on the Okapi as a unique animal. Strengthening explicit main idea statements, 
differentiation strategies, assessment alignment, extended application opportunities, and 
careful time management will further enhance the effectiveness of the lesson in fostering 
students' comprehension and critical thinking skills. 

 

 Chain-of-Thought # 9  

Rewrite the lesson plan with a guide for students to summarize the main idea in their own 
words after the close reading. Also, please include sample sentence starters in case my 
students need prompted. 
 

Output  

Certainly! Here’s the revised lesson plan incorporating a guide for students to summarize 
the main idea in their own words after the close reading, along with sample sentence 
starters for support: 

 

Lesson Plan: Close Reading to Determine Main Idea and Key Details 

Objective: Students will be able to determine the main idea of an informational text about 
the Okapi and identify key details that support it. 

Grade Level: Third grade 

Materials Needed: 

●​ Text passage about the Okapi (provided below) 
●​ Copies of the text for each student or displayed on a projector/screen 
●​ Highlighters or pencils for annotating text 
●​ Whiteboard or chart paper 

Time: 30 minutes 
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Procedure: 

1. Introduction (5 minutes) 

●​ Engagement: Begin by asking students about their interest in unique animals. 
Introduce the Okapi as a unique animal and explain that today we will learn more 
about it through reading. 

●​ Objective: State the objective clearly: Today, we will practice finding the main idea 
of a passage about the Okapi and identifying details that tell us more about this 
remarkable creature. 

2. Pre-Reading (5 minutes) 

●​ Text Selection: Display the text passage about the Okapi (provided below). 
●​ Purpose Setting: Ask students to think about what they already know about the 

Okapi or other unique animals before we read. 

Text Passage: Title: The Okapi - A Mysterious Forest Dweller 

The Okapi is an elusive mammal native to the dense rainforests of Central Africa. 
Resembling a mix between a giraffe and a zebra, it has a velvety brown coat with striking 
horizontal white stripes on its hindquarters. Despite its zebra-like appearance, the Okapi is 
actually the only living relative of the giraffe. It uses its long, prehensile tongue to strip 
leaves from trees and vines, which it feeds on primarily. Due to its shy nature and the 
dense forest environment it inhabits, the Okapi remained unknown to the Western world 
until the early 20th century. Today, conservation efforts are crucial to protect this unique 
species from habitat loss and poaching. 

3. Close Reading (10 minutes) 

●​ First Reading: Have students read the passage silently or aloud to themselves. 
●​ Annotation: Encourage students to annotate the text by underlining or highlighting 

sentences that they think represent the main idea and any key details that support 
it. 

●​ Teacher Modeling: Read the passage aloud again, pausing to model the annotation 
process: 

Teacher Script for Close Reading: Teacher: [Reads the passage aloud or displays it for 
students to follow along.] Now, as we read through this again, I want you to look for 
sentences that tell us what the main idea of this passage might be and any important 
details that support that idea. You can underline or highlight them as you find them. 

Teacher: [Pauses at the first sentence.] Here it says, "The Okapi is an elusive mammal 
native to the dense rainforests of Central Africa." This sentence tells us where the Okapi 
lives and introduces us to our main topic. Now, when it mentions that the Okapi uses its 
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long, prehensile tongue to strip leaves from trees and vines, this supports the main idea 
because it explains how the Okapi survives in its habitat. [Continues highlighting or 
underlining other key details.] 

4. Discussion and Analysis (7 minutes) 

●​ Guided Discussion: Lead a class discussion about the main idea and supporting 
details identified in the passage. Ask questions such as: 

○​ "What do you think is the main idea of this passage?" 
○​ "Which details tell us more about the main idea?" 

●​ Peer Interaction: Pair students to discuss their findings. Have them compare their 
highlighted sections and reasoning. 

5. Summarizing Main Idea (3 minutes) 

●​ Guided Summary: Guide students to summarize the main idea in their own words: 
○​ Provide sentence starters if needed: 

■​ "The main idea of this passage about the Okapi is..." 
■​ "I learned that the Okapi..." 

○​ Encourage students to use their annotations and the discussion points to 
formulate their summary. 

6. Closure (2 minutes) 

●​ Reflection: Ask students to reflect briefly on what they learned about the Okapi and 
how they found the main idea and supporting details in the text. 

7. Assessment (Optional) 

●​ Consider informal assessment through questioning during the discussion or a quick 
exit ticket where students write the main idea and a supporting detail from the text. 

 

Notes for Teacher: 

●​ Differentiation: Provide additional support by offering sentence starters for 
students who may need help formulating their summaries. 

●​ Assessment Alignment: Ensure that the informal assessment focuses on students' 
ability to identify the main idea and supporting details effectively. 

●​ Follow-Up: Reinforce the skill in future lessons by applying it to different texts or 
genres, or by having students research other unique animals. 

By following this structured lesson plan, you can effectively teach WV.ELA.3.5 using the 
Close Reading strategy with a focus on understanding the main idea and key details about 
the Okapi, while also supporting students in summarizing their understanding in their own 
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words. 

 Chain-of-Thought # 10  

Write a sample key for this lesson plan. 

Output  

Certainly! Here’s a sample key that outlines the main idea and key supporting details for 
the text passage about the Okapi: 

 

Sample Key for Close Reading Lesson on the Okapi 

Main Idea: The Okapi is a unique mammal native to the dense rainforests of Central 
Africa, characterized by its resemblance to a mix between a giraffe and a zebra, its 
feeding habits, and its conservation needs. 

Key Details: 

1.​ Location and Appearance: 
○​ The Okapi is an elusive mammal native to the dense rainforests of Central 

Africa. 
○​ It has a velvety brown coat and striking horizontal white stripes on its 

hindquarters. 
○​ Despite its zebra-like appearance, it is the only living relative of the giraffe. 

2.​ Feeding Habits: 
○​ The Okapi uses its long, prehensile tongue to strip leaves from trees and vines. 
○​ This feeding behavior is crucial for its survival in its dense forest habitat. 

3.​ Conservation Status: 
○​ Due to habitat loss and poaching, conservation efforts are crucial to protect 

the Okapi. 
○​ The Okapi remained unknown to the Western world until the early 20th 

century, highlighting its shy nature and secluded habitat. 

 

Notes for Teacher: This key serves as a reference to guide discussions and assessments 
related to WV.ELA.3.5, focusing on the main idea of the text passage about the Okapi and 
the key details that support it. Encourage students to use this key to reinforce their 
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understanding of the Okapi's unique characteristics and conservation needs. 

 Chain-of-Thought # 10  

Please summarize key findings about the close reading strategy along with information 
about its effect size and citations at the end of the lesson plan. Also include any important 
information a teacher should know to implement it with fidelity. 
 

Output  

Certainly! Here’s the revised lesson plan summary that includes key findings about the 
close reading strategy, its effect size, citations, and important implementation 
considerations for teachers: 

 

Lesson Plan: Close Reading to Determine Main Idea and Key Details 

Objective: Students will be able to determine the main idea of an informational text about 
the Okapi and identify key details that support it. 

Grade Level: Third grade 

Materials Needed: 

●​ Text passage about the Okapi (provided below) 
●​ Copies of the text for each student or displayed on a projector/screen 
●​ Highlighters or pencils for annotating text 
●​ Whiteboard or chart paper 

Time: 30 minutes 

Procedure: 

1. Introduction (5 minutes) 

●​ Engagement: Begin by asking students about their interest in unique animals. 
Introduce the Okapi as a unique animal and explain that today we will learn more 
about it through reading. 

●​ Objective: State the objective clearly: Today, we will practice finding the main idea 
of a passage about the Okapi and identifying details that tell us more about this 
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remarkable creature. 

2. Pre-Reading (5 minutes) 

●​ Text Selection: Display the text passage about the Okapi (provided below). 
●​ Purpose Setting: Ask students to think about what they already know about the 

Okapi or other unique animals before we read. 

Text Passage: Title: The Okapi - A Mysterious Forest Dweller 

The Okapi is an elusive mammal native to the dense rainforests of Central Africa. 
Resembling a mix between a giraffe and a zebra, it has a velvety brown coat with striking 
horizontal white stripes on its hindquarters. Despite its zebra-like appearance, the Okapi is 
actually the only living relative of the giraffe. It uses its long, prehensile tongue to strip 
leaves from trees and vines, which it feeds on primarily. Due to its shy nature and the 
dense forest environment it inhabits, the Okapi remained unknown to the Western world 
until the early 20th century. Today, conservation efforts are crucial to protect this unique 
species from habitat loss and poaching. 

3. Close Reading (10 minutes) 

●​ First Reading: Have students read the passage silently or aloud to themselves. 
●​ Annotation: Encourage students to annotate the text by underlining or highlighting 

sentences that they think represent the main idea and any key details that support 
it. 

●​ Teacher Modeling: Read the passage aloud again, pausing to model the annotation 
process: 

Teacher Script for Close Reading: Teacher: [Reads the passage aloud or displays it for 
students to follow along.] Now, as we read through this again, I want you to look for 
sentences that tell us what the main idea of this passage might be and any important 
details that support that idea. You can underline or highlight them as you find them. 

Teacher: [Pauses at the first sentence.] Here it says, "The Okapi is an elusive mammal 
native to the dense rainforests of Central Africa." This sentence tells us where the Okapi 
lives and introduces us to our main topic. Now, when it mentions that the Okapi uses its 
long, prehensile tongue to strip leaves from trees and vines, this supports the main idea 
because it explains how the Okapi survives in its habitat. [Continues highlighting or 
underlining other key details.] 

4. Discussion and Analysis (7 minutes) 

●​ Guided Discussion: Lead a class discussion about the main idea and supporting 
details identified in the passage. Ask questions such as: 

○​ "What do you think is the main idea of this passage?" 
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○​ "Which details tell us more about the main idea?" 
●​ Peer Interaction: Pair students to discuss their findings. Have them compare their 

highlighted sections and reasoning. 

5. Summarizing Main Idea (3 minutes) 

●​ Guided Summary: Guide students to summarize the main idea in their own words: 
○​ Provide sentence starters if needed: 

■​ "The main idea of this passage about the Okapi is..." 
■​ "I learned that the Okapi..." 

○​ Encourage students to use their annotations and the discussion points to 
formulate their summary. 

6. Closure (2 minutes) 

●​ Reflection: Ask students to reflect briefly on what they learned about the Okapi and 
how they found the main idea and supporting details in the text. 

7. Assessment (Optional) 

●​ Consider informal assessment through questioning during the discussion or a quick 
exit ticket where students write the main idea and a supporting detail from the text. 

 

Key Findings about Close Reading Strategy: 

Effectiveness and Implementation: 

●​ Close reading is highly effective for helping students develop deep comprehension 
skills, including identifying main ideas and supporting details in complex texts 
(Hattie, 2009). 

●​ It promotes active engagement with texts through repeated readings and 
annotation, enhancing understanding and critical thinking (Fisher & Frey, 2012). 

Implementation Considerations: 

●​ Modeling: Effective modeling of close reading strategies by the teacher is crucial to 
help students understand how to annotate texts and identify main ideas. 

●​ Gradual Release: Gradually release responsibility to students by scaffolding their 
practice from guided discussions to independent application. 

●​ Differentiation: Provide support such as sentence starters or graphic organizers for 
students who may struggle with summarizing or identifying key details. 

●​ Assessment: Use formative assessment techniques, such as questioning and 
observation, to gauge student understanding during and after the close reading 
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activity. 

 

By incorporating these elements into your lesson on the Okapi, you can effectively utilize 
the close reading strategy to enhance students' comprehension and analytical skills in 
identifying main ideas and supporting details from informational texts. 
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