
 
Example MSBI Problem Solving Routines for Additive Problem Types 

 
For more information on how to teach word problem solving to students with autism and 
intellectual disability, see Root, Saunders, Cox, Gilley, & Clausen (2022). Email 
gcalab.fsu@gmail.com to request copies. 
 
Example Problem Solving Routine for Additive Problem Types 
 
Below is an example of an additive problem solving routine that can be used to teach all three 
additive problem types: group/total, compare/difference, and change. The example shows a 
group/total problem.  The Solutions Project webpage has more resources on teaching additive 
word problems using MSBI.  
 
The following research papers summarize experimental studies that taught elementary and 
middle school students with extensive support needs (autism, moderate intellectual disability) to 
solve additive word problems using MSBI with this type of problem solving routine. Email 
gcalab.fsu@gmail.com to request copies. 
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