
 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

1.​ Information about the programme 
1.1 Higher Education Institution  West University of Timisoara 
1.2 Faculty Faculty of Economics and Business Administration 
1.3 Department of Doctoral School of Economics and Business 

Administration 
1.4 Area of study Economics and Business Administration 
1.5 Level of studies Doctoral 
1.6 Study Programme Accounting, Economics, Finance, Management 

 

2.​ Discipline data 
2.1  Course name  CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES IN EXTERNAL CORPORATE 

REPORTING 
2.2  Course coordinator Stefana Maria DIMA, Scientific Researcher I, PhD 
2.3 Seminar coordinator  
2.4 Year of study 1 2.5 Semester 1  2.6 Type of 

assessment 
E1 2.7 Type of 

discipline 
opt.  

 

3.​ Total estimated time (hours of teaching per semester) 
3.1 Number of hours per week 2 From which: 3.2 course 2 3.3 seminar  
3.4 Total hours in the curriculum 2

8 
From which: 3.5 course 28 3.6 seminar  

Distribution of time: hours 
Study based on instructions, course materials, bibliography and notes 62 
Additional documentation library, specialized electronic platforms/field 40 
Training for seminars/laboratories, homework, essays, portfolios and essays 50 
Tutoring 20 
Examinations  
Other activities  
3.7 Total hours of private study 172 
3.8 Total hours per semester 200 
3.9. Number of credits 8 

 
4.​ Prerequisites (where applicable) 

4.1 of curriculum ●​ The doctoral student may enrol at the request of the doctoral 
supervisor in accordance with the individual Scientific Research 
Program 

4.2 of competencies ●​  
 

5.​ Conditions (where applicable) 
5.1 of the course ●​ Face to face/online, elearning platform 

1 According to article 37, paragraph (1) of the Higher Education Law no. 199/2023, with subsequent amendments 
and additions, "the academic success of a student during a study program is determined by verifying the 
acquisition of the expected learning outcomes through exam-type evaluations and evaluation throughout the 
semester". 

Website: http://www.uvt.ro/ 

 



 

5.2 to lead the seminar ●​  
 

6.​ Discipline objectives - expected learning outcomes which contribute to the completion 
and passing the discipline 

Knowledge 
C1. Undertanding of  the current directions in cutting-edge research in the specific 
fields of Economics and Business Administration 

Abilities 
A1.1. Formulation of research questions 
A1.2. Appropriate selection of specialized literature 
A1.3. Critical analysis and synthesis of specialized literature 

Responsibility 
and autonomy 

RA1.1. Autonomy in building the conceptual framework for the specific topic of the 
doctoral thesis  
RA1.2. Autonomy in defining a current research direction 

 
7.​ Contents 

7.1 Course Teaching 
methods 

Observations 

Social, economic, institutional and geopolitical 
determinants of corporate  external reporting 

lecture; 
interactive 
discussions 

Debating scientific articles on the 
topic 

An analysis of the global macroeconomic context 
in which external corporate reporting occurs 
(role of transnational corporations, techniques 
for the creation of corporate groups, etc.) 

lecture; 
interactive 
discussions 

Debating scientific articles on the 
topic 

The globalization of financial markets and the 
need for standardized information 

lecture; 
interactive 
discussions 

Debating scientific articles on the 
topic 

The nature and complexity of the differences 
between national financial reporting systems 

lecture; 
interactive 
discussions 

Debating scientific articles on the 
topic 

An institutional analysis of the financial 
information standardization process in the case 
of listed entities  

lecture; 
interactive 
discussions 

Debating scientific articles on the 
topic 

Current trends in non-financial reporting 
 

lecture; 
interactive 
discussions 

Debating scientific articles on the 
topic 

Sustainability reporting in Europe 
 

lecture; 
interactive 
discussions 

Debating scientific articles on the 
topic 

Sustainable development and circular economy lecture; 
interactive 
discussions 

Debating scientific articles on the 
topic 
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7.2 Seminar Teaching 

methods 
Observations 

   
Bibliography: 
 

 
8.​ Corroboration of the course contents with the epistemic expectations of the 

community representative, professional associations and representative employers of 
the programme itself 

•​ The content of the course is in accordance with the international practices in the field; 
•​ The knowledge and skills acquired during the course are relevant to the respective field of 
study. 

 
9.​ Evaluation 

Type of activity 9.1 Evaluation criteria 9.2 Evaluation methods 9.3 Percentage of 
the final mark 

Website: http://www.uvt.ro/ 

 



 

9.4 Course Systematic assessment 
during the semester 

Projects and tasks; 
PhD students’ answers to 
questions and their 
involvement in the debate of 
specific case studies 

100% 

9.5 Seminar  
  

9.6 Minimum performance standards: 

Basic understanding of the main concepts addressed in the course 
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