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Composition date: August 6th - September 6th, 1934
Place: Budapest

Premiered on April 8, 1935 in Washington by the Kolisch String Quartet
Published: 1936 Universal Publishers

Dedicated to: Mrs. Sprague-Coolidge

The most lasting memorial to Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge's patronage of music are the
compositions which she commissioned from many leading composers of the early 20th
century. Among the best-known of those compositions are the following:

Samuel Barber: Hermit Songs, Op. 29

Béla Bartok: String Quartet No. 5

Benjamin Britten: String Quartet No. 1

Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco: String Quartet No. 1, Op. 58 [1]
[1]https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Sprague_Coolidge
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- Overview -

First paragraph

It states, "The change in style in the 1920s was mentioned in the overview of 'String Quartet
No. 3."

"The first two pieces composed around 1930 are described, and it is written that 'String
Quartet No. 5' (1934) was composed on the basis of this new state of affairs. The next five
pieces are listed, and it is written that 'String Quartet No. 6' was composed in 1939, and that
Bartok's European period came to an end.”
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of compositions by B%C3%A9la Bart%C3%B3k

Second paragraph

The motivation behind Bartdk's change in style in the 1930s is explained.

The book talks about the works of Stravinsky and Hindemith, who also underwent a change
in style in the same era, and about how composers who were forced to change their style
due to the rise of fascism fell into obsolescence or disappeared altogether. Shibata Minao
writes in a very literary way that Bartok's work was able to expand in scope because of this
change.

Third paragraph
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- The explanation is that the 5th movement is in five movements, just like the 4th.

- An explanation is given about the symmetrical arrangement of this piece.

- An explanation is given about the speed (& #%&) of each movement, in comparison with
the 4th movement.

- The central 3rd movement seems to use a folk song rhythm, and the name of the country
on the Balkan Peninsula is listed.

Fourth paragraph

1. About the female patron (Mrs. Sprague-Coolidge) to whom Bartdk's String Quartet No. 5
was dedicated

2. Premiere: Washington

3. About how Contrasts,composed in America in 1938, was performed all over the country.
4. About Bartok's death in America in 1945
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Premiered: January 20, 1941, New York, Kolisch Quartet
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