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Central Student Government 

 
Section 1. 
The Central Student Government Assembly finds and declares all of the following: 
 
WHEREAS, 
The University of Michigan enjoys a beautiful campus with considerable foliage, copious outdoor 
recreational activities, and a very walkable campus;  
 
WHEREAS, 
Accessibility of public space and openness to a variety of people is critical to foster a sense of community, 
mutual understanding, and freedom on our campus (1); 
 
WHEREAS, 
Outdoor activity, even simply sitting outdoors in the sun, provides numerous benefits such as improved 
physical and mental health, endurance, and utility (2); 
 
WHEREAS, 
There are very limited options for students to study or eat outside, these locations often become 
overcrowded, and are often in high demand; 
 
WHEREAS, 
As an example, many students enjoy throwing lawn blankets on the law quad and enjoying gathering time 
with friends. However, there are no tables for students, staff or faculty to sit at, enjoy a meal at, or study 
at. Without such tables, it is difficult for wheelchair users to feel included in outdoor activities; 
 
WHEREAS, 
Other great examples include the tables on the side of the Rackham Library and the Undergraduate 
Library; however, there are only a dozen combined in that whole space. There is considerable space in the 
diag area for picnic tables that could be placed; 
 
WHEREAS, 
The porch of the LSA Building and the Trotter Multicultural Center also has some outdoor seating, but 
there is rarely enough space for the number of people who seek outdoor seating. There is considerable 
space for tables near the Cube Statute and near the Michigan Union too.  
 
WHEREAS, 
Developing picnic tables, verandas, overhang platforms and outdoor auditoriums could be beneficial to 
the health, well-being and academic opportunity for students  
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Central Student Government 

 
 
 
Section 2. 
 
 
 
THEREFORE it is, by the Students of the University of Michigan, through Central Student 
Government: 
 
RESOLVED, 
We call on the University of Michigan Office of Student Life to develop more outdoor study spaces, 
picnic tables, verandas, outdoor auditoriums, etc. to come closer to student demand for such facilities; 
 
AND FURTHER RESOLVED, 
We ask the Office of the Speaker and the First Year Internship Program Director of the University of 
Michigan Central Student Government to designate the Undergraduate Interns to have the following 
goals:  
 

●​ Designating spaces for development of picnic tables or outdoor seating areas,  
●​ Allocating sufficient space around tables in areas accessible to wheelchairs, 
●​ Developing plans and making recommendations to the Office of Student Life at the University of 

Michigan and the University of Michigan Law School Office of Student Life for such 
recreational/outdoor seating and seeking their approval,  

○​ Some of the locations to be explored for recreational renovation could be the Law 
Quadrangle and the Diag at the University of Michigan; 

 
AND FINALLY RESOLVED, 
The Speaker of the Assembly shall issue a copy of this resolution upon passage to the President of the 
University of Michigan, each member of the Board of Regents of the University of Michigan, the Provost 
of the University of Michigan, the Director of the University of Michigan Office of Logistics, 
Transportation and Parking, the Director of the Division of Public Safety and Security, the Dean of the 
Office of Student Life, the Executive Director of the University of Michigan Real Estate Office, the 
Interim Associate Vice President for Finance, the Assistance Vice President and Treasurer, the Director of 
Services for Students with Disabilities, the Associate Dean of the Office of Student Life at the University 
of Michigan Law School, and each of the Deans of the schools of the University of Michigan. 
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