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Saudi Arabia
Friend or Foe in theWar on Terror
Testimony to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary
Anthony H. Cordesman
Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy
November 8, 2005
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Saudi Arabia provided critical support to the US in the war against Saddam Hussein,
in spite of the fact the Saudis had strong reservations about the war. Saudi
Arabia opened up its airspace, made available its airbases,
and housed special forces when Turkey reneged on basing US forces at the last moment.
The town of Ar Ar on the
Saudi border, for example, virtually became a US base
Unlike Turkey, which was offered a $30 billion aid package for its support,
the Kingdom did not ask for any compensation.
In fact, it provided free and subsidized fuel to US forces.

Saudi Arabia also provided crude oil to Jordan to compensate for the loss of crude oil Jordan

was receiving from Iraq.
After the invasion, the Kingdom sent relief supplies to Iraq,
including a field hospital that performed over 200,000 procedures
when there was no functioning hospital in Baghdad.
Saudi Arabia also offered loans and export guarantees worth over $ 1 billion to the Iraqis

and offered to supply gasoline and diesel fuel when Iraq ran short of both in the run-up to the

elections in early 2004.
It has discussed forgiving both Iraq's debts and reparations obligations
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Well, when | arrived in mid-October, the bombing of Afghanistan had just
begun.
| found myself working far more with generals like Tommy Franks than with
diplomats at that moment
We were heavily involved in securing Saudi cooperation,
in logistics and assistance for the bombing efforts and the attempts to
liberate the Afghan people.
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