GRADE SIX ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY -
COMMON CORE STANDARDS

In Grade Six, students will read a range of challenging books, articles, and texts,
and will be expected to demonstrate their understanding of the material by
answering questions and contributing to class discussions. In writing, students
will continue to work on their use of language, sentence structure, and
organization of ideas. They will also be expected to integrate information from
different sources and respond to challenging content through written
interpretation and analysis. Activities in these areas will include:

Providing objective summaries of texts

Citing text evidence to support analysis of text

Determining the theme of a text and how it is conveyed

Describing how a particular story or play unfolds and how characters

respond to plot developments

e Using a range of strategies to determine the meaning of unknown words
as they are used in a text

e Comparing and contrasting various texts, including poems and stories

e Understanding the figurative and connotative (implied) meaning of words
and phrases

e Identifying and evaluating specific claims or arguments in a text

e Supporting written claims or arguments with clear reasons and relevant
evidence

e Producing clear and coherent writing appropriate to the task, purpose, and
audience

e Participating in class discussions about various texts and topics

e Conducting short research projects to answer a question, drawing on

several sources

In Grade Six, students will read across all content areas a wide range of
literature, including stories and poems. Additionally, they will read to learn
information about history, the world, science, and other areas.

Writing tasks in Grade Six may include stories, essays, reports, and
argumentative papers. Please review the chart below to see a few examples of
how your child will develop important writing skills across grade levels.



Grade Five Writing

» Students introduce a topic clearly,
providing a general observation
and focus, and develop the topic
with facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other
information.

* Students provide a concluding
statement or section related to
the information or explanation
presented.

» Students group related
information logically.

+ Students link ideas within and
across categories of information
using words, phrases, and clauses
such as in contrast or especially.

* Students use precise language and
subject-specific vocabulary.

Grade Six Writing

» Students introduce a topic and
develop the topic with relevant
facts, definitions, concrete details,
quotations, or other information.

» Students provide a concluding
statement or section that
follows from the information or
explanation presented.

= Students organize ideas, concepts,
and information using strategies
such as definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, and cause/
effect.

= Students use appropriate
transitions to clarify the
relationships among ideas and
concepts.

» Students use precise language and
subject-specific vocabulary.

Grade Seven Writing

» Students introduce a topic clearly,
previewing what is to follow, and
develop the topic with relevant
facts, definitions, concrete details,
quotations, or other information.

Students provide a concluding
statement or section that
follows from and supports the
information or explanation
presented.

Students organize ideas, concepts,
and information using strategies
such as definition, classification,
comparison,/contrast, and cause,/
effect.

Students use appropriate
transitions to create cohesion and
clarify the relationships among
ideas and concepts.

Students use precise language and
subject-specific vocabulary to
inform about or explain the topic.

This overview for English Language Arts, provided by the Council of the Great
City Schools, reflects how the Common Core State Standards have guided our
development of a rich and comprehensive curriculum for our students.

GRADE SIX MATHEMATICS - COMMON CORE STANDARDS

In Grade Six, your child will learn the concept of rates and ratios and use
these tools to solve word problems. Students will work on quickly and
accurately dividing multi-digit whole numbers and adding, subtracting,
multiplying, and dividing multi-digit decimals. Students will extend their
previous work with fractions and decimals to understand the concept of
rational numbers—any number that can be made by dividing one integer
by another, such as 2, 0.75, or 2. Students will also learn how to write and
solve equations—mathematical statements using symbols, such as

20+x = 35—and apply these skills in solving multi-step word problems.
Activities in these areas will include:

Understanding and applying the concepts of ratios and unit rates, and
using the correct language to describe them (for example, the ratio of
wings to beaks in a flock of birds is 2 to 1, because for every 2 wings there
is 1 beak)


http://www.cgcs.org/domain/36
http://www.cgcs.org/domain/36
http://www.corestandards.org

Building on knowledge of multiplication and division to divide fractions by
fractions

Understanding that positive and negative numbers are located on
opposite sides of 0 on a number line

Using pairs of numbers, including negative numbers, as coordinates for
locating or placing a point on a graph

Writing and determining the value of expressions with whole-number
exponents (such as 15+32)

Identifying and writing equivalent mathematical expressions by applying
the properties of operations. For example, recognizing that 2 (3+x) is the
same as 6+2x

Understanding that solving an equation such as 2+x = 12 means
answering

the question, “What number does x have to be to make this statement
true?”

Representing and analyzing the relationships between independent and
dependent variables

Solving problems involving area and volume

In response to the State of lllinois’ adoption of the Common Core State
Standards (CCSS) for student learning, District 103 (in collaboration with Area
125 Consortium School Districts 76, 79, 96, 102, 103 and 125) has aligned its
mathematics curricula to the CCSS.

6th Grade Common Core: This course covers all of the 6th grade
Common Core Standards

Pre-Algebra Survey: This accelerated course covers all of the 6th and
some of the 7th grade Common

Core Standards

Pre-Algebra: This honors class covers all of the 6th and 7th grade
Common Core Standards, including topics covered in Pre-Algebra survey

The Grade Six math curriculum will incorporate the Standards for Mathematical
Practice that will support the Common Core State Standards.

This overview for Mathematics, provided by the Council of the Great City
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development of a rich and comprehensive curriculum for our students.
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GRADE SIX SCIENCE - NEXT GENERATION SCIENCE
STANDARDS

The Science Curriculum taught at Daniel Wright School reflects the
recommendations of the Next Generation Science Standards.

There may be some variation between the intended curriculum, what is described
here, and the implemented curriculum. Revisions may be made to the curriculum
units as the unit is being taught.

To better understand the structure of the Science curriculum for the middle
school (6-8) students, an explanation of four major disciplines within the field of
science can be found by accessing the links below:

PHYSICAL SCIENCES

LIFE SCIENCES

EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCES

ENGINEERING, TECHNOLOGY AND APPLICATION OF SCIENCE

Science Units taught in Grade Six include:

Chemistry

In this unit, students will develop models related to particle motion, how
temperature and kinetic energy impact states of matter, and thermal energy
transfer. Students will gain an understanding of basic atomic structure and
composition. They will recognize the characteristics of chemical reactions and
how matter and mass are conserved in these reactions. Students will develop an
understanding of how synthetic materials come from natural resources and how
they impact society.

Geoscience

In this unit, students will review the concept of convection currents to understand
the motion of Earth’s mantle. This will lead to the discussion of seafloor
spreading and plate tectonic movement. Students will then analyze and interpret
data on the distribution of fossils and rocks to explore the theories behind
continental drift. After looking at Earth’s history, students will discover that
different ecosystems formed in which living and nonliving components are
interdependent on one another. Students will begin to see this interdependence
by becoming a part of the water cycle model and studying how energy flows
within food chains and food webs.

Energy and Forces

In this unit, students will explore force, friction, motion and gravity. Using
Newton’s Three Laws of Motion, students will apply what they have learned
about these concepts and how they are interrelated. Students will develop an


http://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/ngss/files/MS%20PS%20topics%20combined%206.12.13.pdf
http://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/ngss/files/MS%20LS%20topics%20combined%206.12.13.pdf
http://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/ngss/files/MS%20ESS%20topics%20combined%206.12.13.pdf
http://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/ngss/files/MS%20ETS%20topics%20combined%206.12.13.pdf

understanding of how energy is transformed and transferred. They will learn
about different forms of energy with a focus on potential and kinetic energy
transfer.

Scientific Inquiry Method is integrated into the Science Curriculum.

The Science Performance Expectations for Grade Six have been recommended
by the Next Generation Science Standards, a collaborative group of over 20
states, including lllinois.

GRADE SIX SOCIAL STUDIES - C3

The aim of Social Studies is the promotion of civic competence — the knowledge,
intellectual processes, and democratic dispositions required of students to be
active and engaged participants in public life. Civic ideals and practices enable
students to learn about the rights and responsibilities of citizens of a democracy,
and to appreciate the importance of active citizenship.

District 103, in partnership with neighboring districts, has begun the revision of
the Social Studies curriculum which currently reflects the lllinois Social Studies
Standards. The revision process is being guided by the newly issued College,
Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework, and is supported by the lllinois State
Board of Education. To view the entire document that explains the C3
Framework, please visit the following link: National Council for the Social
Studies.

Geography and Culture

In this unit, students will explore the Five Themes of Geography and culture.
Instruction will focus on location with a review of latitude and longitude,
movement, place, region, and human-environment interaction. Students will also
learn the universals associated with a culture and what each universal includes.

Early Civilizations

In this unit, students will be introduced to early river civilizations. Students will
learn how hunter-gatherer societies developed into civilizations. This unit will
include an introduction to the Fertile Crescent River Valley as well as an
introduction to the rise and fall of empires. Students will explore the ancient


http://www.nextgenscience.org
https://www.socialstudies.org/c3
https://www.socialstudies.org/c3

civilizations of Mesopotamia, Sumer, Babylon, Phoenicia, Assyria, Persia, and
Egypt. This unit will also include the origins, beliefs, and legacy of Judaism.

India

In this unit, students will explore the impact of India’s history on its present day
society and culture. The unit will cover the Aryan influence in the creation of
Hinduism and the Caste System, the creation of Buddhism, dynastic rule
including the Islamic presence in India, British colonization, the movement for
Independence, the role of Mohandas Gandhi in the independence movement,
and contemporary Indian/Pakistani relations. Students will also read the novel
Homeless Bird as a culminating activity.

China

In this unit, students will learn about China’s dynastic history up through modern
China’s communist society. The unit will focus specifically on the impact of
Confucius’s teachings, the Mandate of Heaven, creation and implications of the
building of the Great Wall, Shi Huang-di, the Silk Route and its impact on the
spread of Buddhism, Mongol invasion, end of dynastic rule, the struggle for the
creation of a new government, Communism, Mao Zedong, Mao’s Cultural
Revolution, and communism’s effects on present day China. Students will also
read the novel Red Scarf Girl as a culminating activity.

Greece and Rome

In this unit, students will examine the societies and governments of Ancient
Rome and Greece. Time will be spent looking at the emergence of democratic
thought and democratic structures. In addition, students will participate in large
group discussions about their roles as citizens.

GRADE SIX WORLD LANGUAGE

Sixth grade students at Daniel Wright participate daily in Spanish language
classes. The curriculum addresses each of the World-Readiness Standards for
Learning Languages — communication, cultures, connections, comparisons and
community. The instructional goals for each thematic unit integrate language,
culture and content in age-appropriate ways. The focus is on what students can
do with the language and languages classes are taught almost entirely in
Spanish.



Performance Goals — Novice High

By the end of sixth grade, students will be able to communicate using sentences
on topics they have studied in class. They will understand the Spanish that their
teacher uses when working in familiar contexts and will be able to understand
familiar language in authentic written and spoken texts. They will usually be able
to handle short social interactions by asking and answering questions.

Unit 1: Going to the Market
Essential Question: What role do markets play?

Students will visit markets in Spain and in other countries around the
Spanish-speaking world and will discuss what they want or need to buy at the
market. They will bargain for those items in the local currency allowing them to
gain a sense of currency conversion in different countries relative to the dollar.
Students will be able to state their opinions about markets giving simple
advantages and disadvantages.

Unit 2: Community and Service
Essential Question: What is the impact of our actions on others?

Students will consider the needs of communities locally and globally and will
discuss ways that they might help. After considering how individuals help in local
communities in (name of country), they will select an organization in a
Spanish-speaking country that is of interest to them and will create a
presentation to explain the goals of that organization. As a class they will select
one not-for-profit organization that is deserving of support and will identify ways
to help. They will also consider their roles as members of their local community,
what they do and how they and others feel in different situations.

Unit 3: Growing Up: Rites of Passage
Essential Question: What does it mean to “grow up”?

In development — This unit will give students a chance to reflect on who they are
and how their life changes at different ages. They will consider their own
experiences and compare them to how young people in other cultures mark key
moments in their lives. They will consider the importance of birthdays and will be
able to describe the Quinceariera comparing those traditions with traditions from
other cultures talking with others about what they like and don't like for birthday
celebrations. They will prepare a timeline of significant events in their lives
commenting on what they did and will predict what they are going to do at key
future events.

Unit 4: Global Citizenship



Essential Questions: What is a cultural identity? Who belongs?

In development, Students will begin by considering reasons why people move
and will consider how they feel when in new situations. They will then compare
their experiences to those of today’s immigrants, refugees and migrants looking
at the current situation in the Dominican Republic. Students will learn more
about their family heredity, where they come from and the cultural influences on
their family. Using personal example they will explore the concept of how people
assimilate by explaining the analogy of the melting pot or salad bowl. They will
prepare a report about their cultural identity and will also present the story of
someone who is moving from one culture to another.

ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM AREAS

In addition to the core subject areas outlined above, Grade Six students also
receive instruction in the following areas:

Fine Arts — Art and Music

The lllinois Learning Standards for Fine Arts were developed using the National
Standards for Arts Education. District 103 adheres to the lllinois Learning
Standards. Our most important goals throughout the Fine Arts program are to
encourage students to reach their potential, gain confidence in their ability, think
creatively, develop appreciation for various styles, and develop a positive feeling
toward art and music and its integration into daily living.

Art
The Grade Six art curriculum focuses on the following:

e distinguish changes in value.( tints, tones shades & blends )

e recognize proportion as a measure or scale of size to which an object is in
relationship to the whole

e identify rhythm as a principle of design that repeats elements to create the
illusion of movement (i.e. op art & modern art )

e construct clay forms using the coil method

e construct a three dimensional sculpture using a variety of materials which
could include (wire, plaster, paper mache’, cardboard, wood and metal)

e expose students to textile design using various methods and techniques
(weaving, batik, macramé)

e identify and develop drawing skills through still life, portraits, perspective,
cartooning, animation, abstract design, contour/gesture drawings and
organic themes

e recognize the role of artists past and present ( i.e. Early Colonial history,
arts of China, India, Japan, South America, and Africa )

e recognize distinguishing characteristics that identify a specific artwork as
relating to a particular style or culture



e explore careers in the field of art (graphic artist, architect, illustrator,
fashion designer)

To view the comprehensive Scope and Sequence of the District Art Curriculum,
please visit the following link: District Art Curriculum

Music
The Grade Six music curriculum focuses on the following:

demonstrate instrumental improvisation
recognize score marks

recognize key signatures

identify and perform chords on piano
identify and create canon

identify unity and contrast

recognize dotted notes

recognize sixteenth notes

label rhythms as 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 meter
identify a variety of dynamics, tempo and articulation
identify the ways a composer creates mood
identify and follow a conductor's score

To view the comprehensive Scope and Sequence of the District Music
Curriculum, please visit the following link: District Music Curriculum

Optional Fine Arts Programs:

e Chorus
e Band
e Orchestra

Family and Consumer Sciences
The Grade Six Family and Consumer Sciences curriculum focuses on the
following:

e Demonstrate communication skills that contribute to positive relationships

e Demonstrate effective listening and feedback techniques

e Demonstrate practices and procedures that assure personal and
workplace health and hygiene

e Demonstrate safe food handling and preparation techniques that prevent
cross contamination from potentially hazardous foods, between raw and
ready-to-eat foods, and between animal and fish sources and other food
products

e Critique the selection of foods to promote a healthy lifestyle


https://docs.google.com/document/d/16YGWqI4J_aiBTSCF4byUxb6gd88M_wW4j2OvSffpXPs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jJdS5ghiBgFmlnQGBWT6mr1GrJJieLThmce0fpzMXi0/edit?usp=sharing

Prepare various fruits, vegetables, starches, legumes, dairy products, fats,
and oils using safe handling and professional preparation techniques.
Prepare various salads, dressings, marinades, and spices using safe
handling and professional preparation techniques.

Prepare breads, baked goods and desserts using safe handling and
professional preparation techniques.

Demonstrate cooking methods that increase nutritional value, lower
calorie and fat content, and utilize herbs and spices to enhance flavor.
Prepare food for presentation and assessment.

Maintain test kitchen/ laboratory and related equipment and supplies.
Implement procedures that affect quality product performance.

Apply standards for food quality.

Demonstrate professional skills in using a variety of equipment, tools, and
supplies for fashion, apparel, and textile construction, alteration, and
repair

Performing Arts:
The Grade Six Performing Arts Curriculum focuses on the following:

Break down and refine public speaking skills:

o Projecting the voice

o Atrticulating speech

o Expressive speech skills or coloring the tone of voice
Develop Collaboration Skills: listening, cooperative work, focus and
concentration, being able to give and take in a small and large group
environment
Develop Cooperation Skills: communicate successfully, accept critique,
work together towards a common goal
Develop Group Critique and Self Critique Skills: listening, reflecting,
responding
Audience Etiquette
Stage Directions

o learn about the 9 stage directions

o implement blocking and staging in conjunction with the stage

directions

Develop scriptwriting skills: original script writing with a focus on scene
writing in small groups
Character Development: focus on character and physical traits with an
emphasis on character voice pitch and tone and physical posture
Emotions/State of Being: focus on emotions and how to portray them with
the voice, body, levels on stage

The mission of Performing Arts for 6th grade is to engage in the language of
theater honing the skills mentioned above through an introduction to theater unit,
a fairy tale theater unit, a shadow puppetry unit, and an Ancient Greek Theater

Unit.



Physical Education/Health

The mission of the District 103 Physical Education and Health Department is to
educate minds to engage in critical thinking, develop healthy bodies towards
lifetime engagement in physical wellness while fostering positive relationships.

With quality Physical Education and Health programs in place, students will be
empowered with the knowledge and skills necessary to persevere and make
responsible lifestyle choices that will directly impact their health and well-being
now and in the future.

District 103 provides students in Grade Six with a comprehensive Physical
Education and Health curriculum. This curriculum reflects developmentally
appropriate expectations for students in the areas of physical activity, movement,
health-related fitness, sportsmanship and group cooperation in team and group
activities.

Instruction in building habits for a healthy lifestyle is included in the Physical
Education classes and the health classes. These habits for a healthy life style
focus on taking care of your body, both physically and emotionally, and on
making safe choices in a variety of situations.

The Grade Six Physical Education curriculum is based on the following goals:

Demonstrate mature patterns of locomotor skills

Demonstrate skill and execution of movements

Apply movement concepts to strategy and game situations

Create open space while using locomotor movements

Describe how being physically active leads to a healthy body

Monitor and understand the effects of exercise on the human body
Work towards a common goal and making responsible decisions
Demonstrate decision making skills both independently and with others
during physical activity

Health Units

Unit 1

During adolescents, an individual goes through physical, mental, and social
growth. Goals can guide them during this life stage, helping them develop
healthful values and decision making skills. Students will be able to identify and
describe ways to reduce health risks common to adolescents. This includes
identifying health practices and safety measure along with relevant health care
that can help prevent health risks. Risks include cancer, heart disease, diabetes,
and communicable diseases.



Unit 2

Body systems greatly impact a students appearance ranging from complexion to
posture and physique to body build. At the same time, they are vital to life.
Students will be able to describe the structure and functions of the human body
systems and how they relate. Students will also understand that during puberty,
secondary sex characteristics will develop, resulting in physical, mental, and
social changes.

Unit 3

Your lifestyle and peers have the ability to influence your decisions. ltis
important to make healthy decisions and understand the effects of not making
healthy decisions. Understanding how making healthy decisions Making healthy
decisions making model aid in making healthy decisions? Students will
understand the importance of their personal actions on themselves and others.

To view the reproductive health units overview, please follow this link:
Reproductive Health Units Overview

STEM

In this hands-on STEM course, students will explore engineering design, coding,
and robotics as they develop creative solutions to real-world environmental
challenges. Through collaborative projects, they’ll learn how technology and
innovation can be used to support a more sustainable future. Students will
engage in problem-solving, prototyping, and teamwork while building skills for the
future.

Activities in STEM will include:

e Programming Spheros robots to complete a variety of tasks.

e Use the Engineering Design Process to build fidgets and satellites (6th
and 7th grade) as well as particle accelerators using electromagnets (8th
grade).

e Using the MIT App Inventor to practice making an app from scratch using
block coding.

e Exploring various renewable energy sources to plan for a community to
survive on an exoplanet.

e Diving into water quality and water pollution in order to test our water and
design water filters.

e Learning about habitat fragmentation and building a prototype wildlife
bridge that could save our animals in the community.

The topics outlined below are required instructional areas mandated by the state.
These topics are not taught as standalone classes but are instead delivered
through special lessons or integrated into existing courses throughout the school
year. Our goal is to ensure students receive this essential instruction in a
developmentally appropriate and meaningful way across various content areas.


https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1hqYM9vNN_deRPKvglSizQ8UZnXS8igZEAHFnKGZDyvs/edit

Career Education
Using the lllinois PaCE Postsecondary and Career Expectations Curriculum,

lessons were developed for each grade level. At the middle school level, the
PaCE framework is designed to provide students with guided exploration of
postsecondary planning and options in a manner that is consistent with
adolescent development. The lessons are designed so that by the end of 8th
grade, students should be supported in the following:

explore barriers to aspirations
articulate personal strengths

identify sources of motivation

explore career interests

develop an educational plan for at least one career interest
compare possible financial futures
complete a career cluster survey
attend a career exploration day
demonstrate a growth mindset
explore learning styles

map a support network

complete a unit on education planning

A student should be exposed to:

e the concept of career clusters of interest

e relationship between community service/extracurricular activities and
postsecondary (PS)/career goals

e be exposed to a financial literacy unit in a course or workshop

Meaningful participation in post-secondary preparation programs requires that
students perceive college and/or career as possible and probable. This
framework is designed to prepare students to engage more fully with the PaCE
framework throughout their critical high school years.

Digital Citizenship

District 103, using the support of an expert consultant in the field of Digital Media
and Technology, has developed procedures and policies for a 1:1 Teaching &
Learning environment. These procedures are based on:

Best practices in teaching digital citizenship

Integrating digital tools with instruction

Role playing various classroom situations and discussing guidelines
The integration of technology in today's society at large



Using the Common Sense Media Curriculum, student lessons were developed at
each grade level to support the expectations of being a good citizen while on line
and when using technology in the classroom and at home. Lessons for Grade
Six include:

Digital Life 101

Scams and Schemes
Cyberbullying: Be Upstanding
A Creator's Rights

To view more information about the District’'s 1 to 1Teaching and Learning
Program for Technology, please visit the Instructional Technology website.

Library Media Center

Lincolnshire D103 provides a fully equipped library at Daniel Wright School. The
library is specifically designed to accommodate the age range and needs of the
students within the building. In addition to a rich array of hard and soft cover
books that have been carefully selected with the student body in mind, students
will also find ebooks and databases, videos, reference books and pictures,
computers, study areas, reading areas, and a staff of a trained librarian and
assistant to provide support to the students as well as the teaching staff. Daniel
Wright maintains a collection of material that supports classroom curriculum and
provides for individual needs, interests, abilities, and maturity levels. Based on
classroom curricular needs, the library can provide classes and projects to
enhance the learning process.

Students visit the library with their class and/or on an individual basis, depending
on student needs, teacher discretion and/or assignment requirements. Specific or
flexible scheduling is developed in collaboration with the classroom teacher and
the library staff.

To view additional information about the library program for District 103, please
follow this link: Library Media Center Standards

Social Emotional Learning (SEL) and Erin’s Law

Social and emotional learning is the process through which children develop
awareness and management of their emotions; set and achieve important
personal and academic goals; use social awareness and interpersonal skills to
establish and maintain positive relationships; and demonstrate decision-making
and responsible behaviors to achieve school and life success. There is a strong
research base that these SEL competencies improve students’ social/emotional
development, readiness to learn, classroom behavior, and academic
performance. To view the District's Scope and Sequence for Social Emotional
Learning, please follow this link: SEL 6-8 Goals


https://www.d103.org/domain/220
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In addition to our curriculum for Social Emotional Learning, the district also
provides lessons on the prevention of Childhood Sexual Abuse (Erin’s Law).
These lessons are an integrated part of the health curriculum and are taught by a

trained, certified staff member.
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