
 

 

Tools for Facilitators 
Listening Log to Help with Oral Imaging Before the Writing Begins  

 

Story One______________________________________________  

Note circumstances and date, in order to jog your memory.  Type here 

 

What was your overall impression?    
Did it work for you? Why and how?  Type here 

 



 

What were the moments of power and beauty? 
Can you pinpoint a few powerful moments where you were particularly moved?  Type here 

 

 
What do you think would be the most powerful Page One Moment for the Story to Start?  
(Imagine that the storyteller was writing it with the goal of moving a wider audience, be it a 

family member, a court judge or probation officer, or a legislator at a public forum.)  Type here 

 

Pinpoint a moment or two in which your mind started to wander?  What do you think 

happened?   Was it at a moment when the storyteller got scared?  Those are sometimes the 

best clues as to where the heart of the hidden story lies.  Type here.  

 

Can you pinpoint the moments in which your attention came back?  Type here. 

 

If you were to become the puppeteer, rearranging the story, how might you put the pieces 
together?    

o​ Would it be chronologically?    
o​ Would it be from a present-day moment looking back?   
o​ Or might the story introduce a dramatic and then swoop way back to return to the 

beginning again?  

Type your puppeteer thoughts, knowing that your role will be to suggest multiple possible 

structures to each writer that might engage a reading stranger, rather than imposing a structure 

of your choice.   

 

Other thoughts that are important to you.  Type here.    

 

 

 

 


