
Interior design offers a variety of career paths, with each focusing on different aspects of designing 

functional and aesthetically pleasing spaces. Here are some common career options in interior 

design: 

1. Residential Interior Designer 

Focuses on designing private homes, apartments, and residential spaces. Involves space planning, 

furniture selection, color schemes, and materials. 

2. Commercial Interior Designer 

Works on spaces like offices, hotels, restaurants, and retail stores. Commercial designers need to 

balance aesthetics with functionality for high-traffic, practical environments. 

3. Sustainable Interior Designer 

Specializes in using eco-friendly materials and sustainable design practices, focusing on energy 

efficiency and the reduction of environmental impact. 

4. Lighting Designer 

Experts in the placement and design of lighting to enhance the atmosphere of a space, ensuring 

proper illumination while maintaining the aesthetic vision. 

5. Furniture Designer 

Focuses on creating custom furniture pieces that complement a space's design and function. This 

involves both artistic and technical knowledge. 

6. Kitchen and Bath Designer 

Specializes in designing kitchens and bathrooms, considering functionality, aesthetics, and 

ergonomics. 

7. Set Designer 

Works in film, television, and theater, designing the spaces where actors perform. This requires 

creativity to build environments that enhance storytelling. 

8. Exhibition Designer 

Works on the design of temporary or permanent exhibits in museums, galleries, and trade shows, 

balancing creativity with functionality. 

9. Design Consultant 

Often freelance, offering advice on color schemes, furniture, layout, and style for residential or 

commercial clients. 

10. Interior Design Educator 

Teaches interior design at the college or university level, guiding the next generation of designers. 

Institutions Offering Interior Design Programs: 

1.​ Rhode Island School of Design (RISD) - Offers a renowned program in Interior Architecture. 



2.​ Pratt Institute (New York) - Known for its interior design programs focusing on both design 

and sustainability. 

3.​ Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD) - Offers comprehensive interior design programs 

with global recognition. 

4.​ University of the Arts London (UAL) - Offers various interior design programs that focus on 

innovation and creativity. 

5.​ Parsons School of Design - A prestigious institution that offers interior design programs 

focusing on contemporary design methods. 

6.​ Florence Design Academy (Italy) - Focuses on interior design and architecture with an 

emphasis on Italian design and innovation. 

7.​ New York School of Interior Design (NYSID) - Specializes in interior design education and 

offers undergraduate and graduate programs. 

8.​ The Art Institute of Chicago - Offers a diverse range of design programs, including interior 

architecture and design. 

9.​ California College of the Arts - Provides programs in design, including interior design and 

architecture. 

10.​University of Melbourne (Australia) - Known for its innovative programs in interior 

architecture and design. 

 


