Ethi ' and . ]
| understand that;

e If previously published material is reproduced in my manuscript, | will provide proof
that | have obtained the necessary copyright permission. (Please refer to the Rights
& Permissions website

e My manuscript is submitted on the understanding that it has not been published in
or submitted to another peer-reviewed journal. Exceptions to the rules are papers
containing material disclosed at conferences. | confirm that | will inform the journal
editorial office if this is the case of my manuscript. | confirm that all authors are
familiar with and agree with submission of the contents of the manuscript. The
journal editorial office reserves the right to contact all authors to confirm this in case
of doubt. | will provide email addresses for all authors and an institutional email
address for at least one of the co-authors, and specify the name, address and e-mail
for invoicing purposes.

e Use of experimental animals, and human participants

For articles reporting experiments on live vertebrates and/ or higher invertebrates, the methods
section must include a statement: 1. identifying the institutional and/or licensing committee
approving the experiments, including any relevant details; 2. confirming that all experiments were
performed in accordance with relevant guidelines and regulations.

For research involving human participants, authors must identify the committee that approved the
research, confirm that all research was performed in accordance with relevant
guidelines/regulations, and include in their manuscript a statement confirming that informed
consent was obtained from all participants and/or their legal guardians. Research involving human
research participants must have been performed in accordance with the Declaration of Helsinki.

Identifying information: Human participants’ names and other identifiers must be removed from all
sections of the manuscript, including supplementary information. Written informed consent must be
obtained for the publication of any other information that could lead to the identification of a
participant (e.g. clinical images and videos). A statement confirming that informed consent to publish
identifying information/images was obtained must be included in the methods section. Identifying
images/video/details which authors do not have specific permission to use must be removed from
the manuscript. Please note that the use of coloured bars/shapes to obscure that eyes/facial region
of study participants is NOT an acceptable means of anonymisation.



