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School Committees in Action: Littleton Case Study
Objective:

Students will identify and explain school committee roles and responsibilities through a recent
school committee question about full day kindergarten.

Directions:

Read the two Littleton Independent articles on the issue of full day kindergarten. Then, read the
summary of full day kindergarten.
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Tuition Rates for Full-Day Kindergarten (FDK) in Massachusetts

FDK tuition 2013-2020 school year

FDK enrocliment 2018-2019 school year

Destricts charging tuition for FOK 3B Percent of kindergarten students in FOK 964

Avarage tuition 3,454 Mumber of districts offering kindergarten® il

Tuition range §1,750.45.000 ﬁtalﬁsatyog:;?g'(a;i':sl:;m ?.::wm Nesdham)

“rckades charfer schools
FDK districts offering:
District-wide FOK 250
Partial FOK, nol district-wide 24
Tuition far Tuition far

District nﬁ‘lﬂ:—ﬁl&gr District .it:‘l‘;ﬂélzﬂj:
Acton-Boxborough 54,500 MNorth Attlebarough 53,000
Andaver 53,575 MNorth Reading 54,250
Belmont 53,500 MNorwell 54,000
Beverly 52,100 Pentucket 53,800
Braintree 53,250 Reading 54,450
Cohasset $3,500 Saugus 52,700
Duxbury 54,000 Scituate 53,500
Easton $3,500 Sharon 53,100
Groton-Dunstable 55,000 Shrewshury 53,600
Hanaver $3,750 Topsfield 53,400
Harvard 53,750 Triton RSD $2,950
Hingham 53,750 Tyngsborough 53,750
Holliston 53,475 Walpole 51,800
Littleton 51,750 Wayland 52,700
Marblehead 53,516 Westbarough 53,400
Medfield $3,500 Westford 54,200
Millis $3,150 Weymouth $3,500
MNashoba RSD $3,331 Whitman-Hanson $3,200
MNewburyport $3,800 Wrentham $3,250

Source: Strateqies for Children fufion snalveis, June 2019



Please answer these questions on a separate piece of paper or Google Doc.

1. Describe the issue at hand using the two Independent articles. In doing so, use specific
details, including a dollar amount. Also, please note the year that these articles were
published.

2. What were concerns raised by members of the school committee? Identify at least two
specific concerns.

3. What course of action did the school committee eventually take? Again, please use
dollar amounts.

4. Using the chart from “Strategies for Children”, what impact did the school committee’s
decision have on Littleton residents? Again, use dollar amounts.

5. How does this issue demonstrate the roles and responsibilities of a school committee in
Massachusetts?



