
 

Kansas State Science Standards 
 

Grade 5 
5-LS2-1 Develop a model to describe the movement of matter among plants, animals, 
decomposers, and the environment. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on the idea that matter 
that is not food (air, water, decomposed materials in soil) is changed by plants into matter that is 
food. Examples of systems could include organisms, ecosystems, and the Earth.] [Assessment 
Boundary: Assessment does not include molecular explanations.] 

 
5-ESS3-1. Obtain and combine information about ways individual communities use science 
ideas to protect the Earth’s resources and environment. 

 
3-5-ETS1-1. Define a simple design problem reflecting a need or a want that includes specified 
criteria for success and constraints on materials, time, or cost. 3-5-ETS1-2. Generate and compare 
multiple possible solutions to a problem based on how well each is likely to meet the criteria and 
constraints of the problem. 3-5-ETS1-3. Plan and carry out fair tests in which variables are controlled 
and failure points are considered to identify aspects of a model or prototype that can be improved. 

 
Grades 6-8 

MS-PS1-2 Matter and its Interactions 
Analyze and interpret data on the properties of substances before and after the substances interact 
to determine if a chemical reaction has occurred. [Clarification Statement: Examples of reactions 
could include burning sugar or steel wool, fat reacting with sodium hydroxide, and mixing zinc with 
hydrogen chloride.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is limited to analysis of the following 
properties: density, melting point, boiling point, solubility, flammability, and odor.] 

MS-PS1-4 Matter and its Interactions 
Develop a model that predicts and describes changes in particle motion, temperature, and state of a 
pure substance when thermal energy is added or removed. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on 
qualitative molecular-level models of solids, liquids, and gases to show that adding or removing 
thermal energy increases or decreases kinetic energy of the particles until a change of state occurs. 
Examples of models could include drawings and diagrams. Examples of particles could include 
molecules or inert atoms. Examples of pure substances could include water, carbon dioxide, and 
helium.] 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/5-ess3-1-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/dci-arrangement/3-5-ets1-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ps1-2-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ps1-4-matter-and-its-interactions


 

 

MS-PS1-6 Matter and its Interactions 
Undertake a design project to construct, test, and modify a device that either releases or absorbs 
thermal energy by chemical processes.* [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on the design, 
controlling the transfer of energy to the environment, and modification of a device using factors such 
as type and concentration of a substance. Examples of designs could involve chemical reactions 
such as dissolving ammonium chloride or calcium chloride.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is 
limited to the criteria of amount, time, and temperature of substance in testing the device.] 

MS-PS3-3 Energy 
Apply scientific principles to design, construct, and test a device that either minimizes or maximizes 
thermal energy transfer.* [Clarification Statement: Examples of devices could include an insulated 
box, a solar cooker, and a Styrofoam cup.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include 
calculating the total amount of thermal energy transferred.] 
 

MS-LS2-1 Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics ... Analyze 
and interpret data to provide evidence for the effects of resource availability on organisms and 
populations of organisms in an ecosystem. 
 

MS-LS2 Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 
Cycle of Matter and Energy Transfer in Ecosystems Food webs are models that demonstrate how 
matter and energy is transferred between producers, consumers, and decomposers as the three 
groups interact within an ecosystem. Transfers of matter into and out of the physical environment 
occur at every level 

MS-LS2-3 Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 
Develop a model to describe the cycling of matter and flow of energy among living and nonliving 
parts of an ecosystem. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on describing the conservation of 
matter and flow of energy into and out of various ecosystems, and on defining the boundaries of the 
system.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include the use of chemical reactions to 
describe the processes.] 

 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ps1-6-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ps3-3-energy
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/dci-arrangement/ms-ls2-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ls2-3-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics


 

MS-LS2-4 Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 
Construct an argument supported by empirical evidence that changes to physical or biological 
components of an ecosystem affect populations. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on 
recognizing patterns in data and making warranted inferences about changes in populations, and on 
evaluating empirical evidence supporting arguments about changes to ecosystems.] 
 

MS-LS2-5 Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 
 Evaluate competing design solutions for maintaining biodiversity and ecosystem services.* 
[Clarification Statement: Examples of ecosystem services could include water purification, nutrient 
recycling, and prevention of soil erosion. Examples of design solution constraints could include 
scientific, economic, and social considerations.]. 
 

MS-ESS3-3 Earth and Human Activity 

Apply scientific principles to design a method for monitoring and minimizing a human impact on the 
environment.* [Clarification Statement: Examples of the design process include examining human 
environmental impacts, assessing the kinds of solutions that are feasible, and designing and 
evaluating solutions that could reduce that impact. Examples of human impacts can include water 
usage (such as the withdrawal of water from streams and aquifers or the construction of dams and 
levees), land usage (such as urban development, agriculture, or the removal of wetlands), and 
pollution (such as of the air, water, or land).] 
 

MS-ESS3-4 Earth and Human Activity 
Construct an argument supported by evidence for how increases in human population and 
per-capita consumption of natural resources impact Earth’s systems. [Clarification Statement: 
Examples of evidence include grade-appropriate databases on human populations and the rates of 
consumption of food and natural resources (such as freshwater, mineral, and energy). Examples of 
impacts can include changes to the appearance, composition, and structure of Earth’s systems as 
well as the rates at which they change. The consequences of increases in human populations and 
consumption of natural resources are described by science, but science does not make the 
decisions for the actions society takes.] 
 

MS-ESS3-5 Earth and Human Activity 
Ask questions to clarify evidence of the factors that have caused the rise in global temperatures over the 
past century. [Clarification Statement: Examples of factors include human activities (such as fossil fuel 
combustion, cement production, and agricultural activity) and natural processes (such as changes in 
incoming solar radiation or volcanic activity). Examples of evidence can include tables, graphs, and maps 
of global and regional temperatures, atmospheric levels of gases such as carbon dioxide and methane, 
and the rates of human activities. Emphasis is on the major role that human activities play in causing the 
rise in global temperatures.] 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ls2-4-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ls2-5-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ess3-3-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ess3-4-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ess3-5-earth-and-human-activity


 

 

MS-ETS1-4 Engineering Design 
Ask questions to clarify evidence of the factors that have caused the rise in global temperatures over 
the past century. [Clarification Statement: Examples of factors include human activities (such as 
fossil fuel combustion, cement production, and agricultural activity) and natural processes (such as 
changes in incoming solar radiation or volcanic activity). Examples of evidence can include tables, 
graphs, and maps of global and regional temperatures, atmospheric levels of gases such as carbon 
dioxide and methane, and the rates of human activities. Emphasis is on the major role that human 
activities play in causing the rise in global temperatures.] 
 
 

MS-ETS1-1 Engineering Design 
Define the criteria and constraints of a design problem with sufficient precision to ensure a 
successful solution, taking into account relevant scientific principles and potential impacts on people 
and the natural environment that may limit possible solutions.  
 

High School Standards 

HS-PS1-5 Matter and its Interactions 
Apply scientific principles and evidence to provide an explanation about the effects of changing the 
temperature or concentration of the reacting particles on the rate at which a reaction occurs. 
[Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on student reasoning that focuses on the number and energy 
of collisions between molecules.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is limited to simple reactions 
in which there are only two reactants; evidence from temperature, concentration, and rate data; and 
qualitative relationships between rate and temperature.] 
 

HS-LS2-3. - Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 
Construct and revise an explanation based on evidence for the cycling of matter and flow of energy 
in aerobic and anaerobic conditions. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on conceptual 
understanding of the role of aerobic and anaerobic respiration in different environments.] 
[Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include the specific chemical processes of either 
aerobic or anaerobic respiration.] 
 
 
 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ets1-4-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/dci-arrangement/ms-ets1-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ps1-5-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ls2-3-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ls2-5-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics


 
HS-LS2-6- Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 
Evaluate the claims, evidence, and reasoning that the complex interactions in ecosystems maintain 
relatively consistent numbers and types of organisms in stable conditions, but changing conditions 
may result in a new ecosystem. [Clarification Statement: Examples of changes in ecosystem 
conditions could include modest biological or physical changes, such as moderate hunting or a 
seasonal flood; and extreme changes, such as volcanic eruption or sea level rise.] 

HS-LS2-5 Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 
Develop a model to illustrate the role of photosynthesis and cellular respiration in the cycling of 
carbon among the biosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere, and geosphere. [Clarification Statement: 
Examples of models could include simulations and mathematical models.] [Assessment Boundary: 
Assessment does not include the specific chemical steps of photosynthesis and respiration.] 

HS-LS2-7 Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 
Design, evaluate, and refine a solution for reducing the impacts of human activities on the 
environment and biodiversity.* [Clarification Statement: Examples of human activities can include 
urbanization, building dams, and dissemination of invasive species.] 

HS-LS4-5 Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity 
Evaluate the evidence supporting claims that changes in environmental conditions may result in: (1) 
increases in the number of individuals of some species, (2) the emergence of new species over time, 
and (3) the extinction of other species. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on determining cause 
and effect relationships for how changes to the environment such as deforestation, fishing, 
application of fertilizers, drought, flood, and the rate of change of the environment affect distribution 
or disappearance of traits in species.] 

HS-ESS2-2 Earth's Systems 
Analyze geoscience data to make the claim that one change to Earth’s surface can create feedbacks 
that cause changes to other Earth systems. [Clarification Statement: Examples should include 
climate feedbacks, such as how an increase in greenhouse gases causes a rise in global 
temperatures that melts glacial ice, which reduces the amount of sunlight reflected from Earth’s 
surface, increasing surface temperatures and further reducing the amount of ice. Examples could 
also be taken from other system interactions, such as how the loss of ground vegetation causes an 
increase in water runoff and soil erosion; how dammed rivers increase groundwater recharge, 
decrease sediment transport, and increase coastal erosion; or how the loss of wetlands causes a 
decrease in local humidity that further reduces the wetland extent.] 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ls2-6-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ls2-5-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ls2-5-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ls2-7-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ls4-5-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ess2-2-earths-systems


 

HS-ESS2-6 Earth's Systems 
Develop a quantitative model to describe the cycling of carbon among the hydrosphere, atmosphere, 
geosphere, and biosphere. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on modeling biogeochemical cycles 
that include the cycling of carbon through the ocean, atmosphere, soil, and biosphere (including 
humans), providing the foundation for living organisms.] 

HS-ESS3-2 Earth and Human Activity  
Evaluate competing design solutions for developing, managing, and utilizing energy and mineral 
resources based on cost-benefit ratios.* [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on the conservation, 
recycling, and reuse of resources (such as minerals and metals) where possible, and on minimizing 
impacts where it is not. Examples include developing best practices for agricultural soil use, mining 
(for coal, tar sands, and oil shales), and pumping (for petroleum and natural gas). Science 
knowledge indicates what can happen in natural systems—not what should happen.] 

HS-ESS3-3 Earth and Human Activity 
 Create a computational simulation to illustrate the relationships among management of natural 
resources, the sustainability of human populations, and biodiversity. [Clarification Statement: 
Examples of factors that affect the management of natural resources include costs of resource 
extraction and waste management, per-capita consumption, and the development of new 
technologies. Examples of factors that affect human sustainability include agricultural efficiency, 
levels of conservation, and urban planning.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment for computational 
simulations is limited to using provided multi-parameter programs or constructing simplified 
spreadsheet calculations.] 

HS-ESS3-4 Earth and Human Activity 
Evaluate or refine a technological solution that reduces impacts of human activities on natural 
systems.* [Clarification Statement: Examples of data on the impacts of human activities could 
include the quantities and types of pollutants released, changes to biomass and species diversity , or 
areal changes in land surface use (such as for urban development, agriculture and livestock, or 
surface mining). Examples for limiting future impacts could range from local efforts (such as 
reducing, reusing, and recycling resources) to large-scale geoengineering design solutions (such as 
altering global temperatures by making large changes to the atmosphere or ocean).] 

 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ess2-6-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ess3-2-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ess3-3-earth-and-human-activity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ess3-4-earth-and-human-activity


 

HS-ETS1-2 Engineering Design 
Design a solution to a complex real-world problem by breaking it down into smaller, more 
manageable problems that can be solved through engineering. 

 

HS-ETS1-3 Engineering Design 
Evaluate a solution to a complex real-world problem based on prioritized criteria and trade-offs that 
account for a range of constraints, including cost, safety, reliability, and aesthetics, as well as 
possible social, cultural, and environmental impacts. 

 
HS-LS2-4. Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 
Use mathematical representations to support claims for the cycling of matter and flow of energy 
among organisms in an ecosystem. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on using a 
mathematical model of stored energy in biomass to describe the transfer of energy from one 
trophic level to another and that matter and energy are conserved as matter cycles and energy 
flows through ecosystems. Emphasis is on atoms and molecules such as carbon, oxygen, 
hydrogen and nitrogen being conserved as they move through an ecosystem.] [Assessment 
Boundary: Assessment is limited to proportional reasoning to describe the cycling of matter and 
flow of energy. 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ets1-3-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/hs-ls2-4-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
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