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Amal Unbound Aisha Saeed

Life is quiet and ordinary in Amal's Pakistani village, but she has no complaints, and
besides, she's busy pursuing her dream of becoming a teacher one day. Her dreams
are temporarily dashed when--as the eldest daughter--she must stay home from school
to take care of her siblings. Amal is upset, but she doesn't lose hope and finds ways to
continue learning. Then the unimaginable happens--after an accidental run-in with the
son of her village's corrupt landlord, Amal must work as his family's servant to pay off
her own family's debt. Life at the opulent Khan estate is full of heartbreak and struggle
for Amal--especially when she inadvertently makes an enemy of a girl named Nabila.
Most troubling, though, is Amal's growing awareness of the Khans' nefarious dealings.
When it becomes clear just how far they will go to protect their interests, Amal realizes
she will have to find a way to work with others if they are ever to exact change in a cruel
status quo, and if Amal is ever to achieve her dreams.

The Barren Grounds David A Robertson

Narnia meets traditional Indigenous stories of the sky and constellations in an epic
middle grade fantasy series from award-winning author David Robertson. Morgan and
Eli, two Indigenous children forced away from their families and communities, are
brought together in a foster home in Winnipeg, Manitoba. They each feel disconnected,
from their culture and each other, and struggle to fit in at school and at their new home
— until they find a secret place, walled off in an unfinished attic bedroom. A portal
opens to another reality, Askí, bringing them onto frozen, barren grounds, where they
meet Ochek (Fisher). The only hunter supporting his starving community, Misewa,
Ochek welcomes the human children, teaching them traditional ways to survive. But as
the need for food becomes desperate, they embark on a dangerous mission.
Accompanied by Arik, a sassy Squirrel they catch stealing from the trapline, they try to
save Misewa before the icy grip of winter freezes everything — including them.

I Am Princess X Cherie Priest, Kali Ciesemier

Once upon a time, two best friends created a princess together. Libby drew the pictures,
May wrote the tales, and their heroine, Princess X, slayed all the dragons and scaled all
the mountains their imaginations could conjure.Once upon a few years later, Libby was
in the car with her mom, driving across the Ballard Bridge on a rainy night. When the
car went over the side, Libby passed away, and Princess X died with her.

Once upon a now: May is sixteen and lonely, wandering the streets of Seattle, when
she sees a sticker slapped in a corner window.Princess X? When May looks around,
she sees the Princess everywhere: Stickers. Patches. Graffiti. There's an entire
underground culture, focused around a webcomic at IAmPrincessX.com. The more May
explores the webcomic, the more she sees disturbing similarities between Libby's story
and Princess X online. And that means that only one person could have started this
phenomenon -- her best friend, Libby, who lives.

http://krl.org/summer


The Crossover Kwame Alexander

Twins Josh and Jordan are junior high basketball stars, thanks in large part to the
coaching of their dad, a former professional baller who was forced to quit playing for
health reasons, and the firm, but loving support of their assistant-principal mom. Josh,
better known as Filthy McNasty, earned his nickname for his enviable skills on the court:
"…when Filthy gets hot/He has a SLAMMERIFIC SHOT." In this novel in verse, the
brothers begin moving apart from each other for the first time. Jordan starts dating the
"pulchritudinous" Miss Sweet Tea, and Josh has a tough time keeping his jealousy and
feelings of abandonment in control.

Underscoring the sports and the fraternal tension is a portrait of a family that truly loves
and supports one another. Alexander has crafted a story that vibrates with energy and
heart and begs to be read aloud. A slam dunk.—Kiera Parrott, School Library Journal.

Okay for Now Gary D. Schmidt
As a fourteen-year-old who just moved to a new town, with no friends and a louse for an
older brother, Doug Swieteck has all the stats stacked against him.So begins a
coming-of-age masterwork full of equal parts comedy and tragedy from Newbery Honor
winner Gary D. Schmidt. As Doug struggles to be more than the “skinny thug” that his
teachers and the police think him to be, he finds an unlikely ally in Lil Spicer — a fiery
young lady who "smelled like daisies would smell if they were growing in a big field
under a clearing sky after a rain."

In Lil, Doug finds the strength to endure an abusive father, the suspicions of a whole
town, and the return of his oldest brother, forever scarred, from Vietnam. Together, they
find a safe haven in the local library, inspiration in learning about the plates of John
James Audubon's birds, and a hilarious adventure on a Broadway stage. In this
stunning novel, Schmidt expertly weaves multiple themes of loss and recovery in a story
teeming with distinctive, unusual characters and invaluable lessons about love,
creativity, and survival.

BrownGirl Dreaming Jacqueline Woodson

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each
place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in
the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness
of the Civil Rights movement.

Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each
line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s
eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite
the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and
stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become.



Proxy Alex London

Knox was born into one of the City's wealthiest families. A Patron, he has everything a
boy could possibly want: the latest tech, the coolest clothes, and a Proxy to take all his
punishments. When Knox breaks a vase, Syd is beaten. When Knox plays a practical
joke, Syd is forced to haul rocks. And when Knox crashes a car, killing one of his
friends, Syd is branded and sentenced to death. Syd is a Proxy. His life is not his own.

Then again, neither is Knoxs. Knox and Syd have more in common than either would
guess. A fast-paced, thrill-ride of a novel full of non-stop action, heart-hammering
suspense and true friendship�just as moving as it is exhilarating. Fans of Anthony
Horowitz's Alex Rider series, James Dashner's Maze Runner, Patrick Ness's Chaos
Walking series, and Marie Lu's Legend trilogy will be swept away by this story.

All Summer Long Hope Larson

All Summer Long, a coming-of-age middle-grade graphic novel about summer and
friendships, written and illustrated by the Eisner Award-winning and New York
Times-bestselling Hope Larson. Thirteen-year-old Bina has a long summer ahead of
her. She and her best friend, Austin, usually do everything together, but he's off to
soccer camp for a month, and he's been acting kind of weird lately anyway. So it's up to
Bina to see how much fun she can have on her own.

At first it's a lot of guitar playing, boredom, and bad TV, but things look up when she
finds an unlikely companion in Austin's older sister, who enjoys music just as much as
Bina. How Bina and Austin rise above their growing pains and reestablish their
friendship and respect for their differences makes for a touching and funny
coming-of-age story.

Watch Us Rise Rene Watson & Ellen Hagan

Jasmine and Chelsea are best friends on a mission--they're sick of the way women are
treated even at their progressive NYC high school, so they decide to start a Women's
Rights Club. They post their work online--poems, essays, videos of Chelsea performing
her poetry, and Jasmine's response to the racial microaggressions she
experiences--and soon they go viral. But with such positive support, the club is also
targeted by trolls. When things escalate in real life, the principal shuts the club down.
Not willing to be silenced, Jasmine and Chelsea will risk everything for their voices--and
those of other young women--to be heard.

Rene Watson and debut novelist Ellen Hagan present two dynamic, creative young
women who stand up and speak out in a novel that features their compelling art and
poetry along with powerful personal journeys that will inspire readers and budding
poets, feminists, and activists.



Children of Blood and Bone Tomi Adeyema
Tomi Adeyemi conjures a stunning world of dark magic and danger in her West
African-inspired fantasy debut, perfect for fans of Leigh Bardugo and Sabaa Tahir. Zelie
Adebola remembers when the soil of Orisha hummed with magic. Burners ignited
flames, Tiders beckoned waves, and Zelie's Reaper mother summoned forth souls. But
everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the orders of a ruthless king,
maji were killed, leaving Zelie without a mother and her people without hope. Now Zelie
has one chance to bring back magic and strike against the monarchy. With the help of a
rogue princess, Zelie must outwit and outrun the crown prince, who is hell-bent on
eradicating magic for good. Yet the greatest danger may be Zelie herself as she
struggles to control her powers--and her growing feelings for an enemy.

Last Pick Jason Walz

Three years ago, aliens invaded Earth and abducted everyone they deemed useful. The
only ones spared were those too young, too old, or too "disabled" to be of value. Living
on Earth under the aliens' harsh authoritarian rule, humanity's rejects do their best to
survive. Their captors never considered them a threat--until now.

Twins Sam and Wyatt are ready to chuck their labels and start a revolution. It's time for
the kids last picked to step into the game. In this first volume of Jason Walz's dystopian
graphic novel trilogy, the kids last picked are humanity's last hope.

The Season of StyxMalone Kekla Magoon

Meet Caleb and Bobby Gene, two brothers embarking on a madcap, heartwarming,
one-thing-leads-to-another adventure in which friendships are forged, loyalties are
tested...and miracles just might happen.Caleb Franklin and his big brother Bobby Gene
are excited to have adventures in the woods behind their house. But Caleb dreams of
venturing beyond their ordinary small town. Then Caleb and Bobby Gene meet new
neighbor Styx Malone. Styx is sixteen and oozes cool. Styx promises the brothers that
together, the three of them can pull off the Great Escalator Trade — exchanging one
small thing for something better until they achieve their wildest dream. But as the trades
get bigger, the brothers soon find themselves in over their heads. Styx has secrets —
secrets so big they could ruin everything.

What AboutWill Ellen Hopkins

Twelve-year-old Trace Reynolds has always looked up to his brother, mostly because
Will, who's five years older, has never looked down on him. It was Will who taught Trace
to ride a bike, would watch sports on TV with him, and cheer him on at Little League.
But when Will was knocked out cold during a football game, resulting in a brain
injury--everything changed. Now, seventeen months later, their family is still living under
the weight of "the incident," that left Will with a facial tic, depression, and an anger he
cannot always control, culminating in their parents' divorce.
**Some sensitive content

NOTE: The reviews/summaries above come from Goodreads, Powell’s, Amazon, and Common Sense Media.




