
 
Behind the Scenes of God’s Judgment 

1 Samuel 31 

How should God’s people respond when someone’s own sin has brought them down? 

1. Let sin’s impact inspire personal holiness. 

1 Samuel 31:1–7 

The fallout of sin is never isolated. 

1 Corinthians 5:6 

Application: Let sin’s fallout drive you toward personal repentance and holiness. 

2. Avoid responding with contempt. 

1 Samuel 31:8–10 

Contempt reflects the flesh rather than God’s heart for sinners. 

Ezekiel 33:11 

Application: Do not make another person’s worst moment your entertainment. 

3. Commit to mercy. 

1 Samuel 31:11–13 

Mercy does not flow from human merit, but from who God is and what He desires. 

Exodus 34:6; Hosea 6:6 

Application: The gospel calls believers to extend mercy without excusing sin. 

Bottom line: Contempt moves away. Mercy moves toward. 

 


