Should Church Be Entertaining?

Hope Is Here | Mark 2:1-12
Main idea: Yes, because Jesus captures our attention and evokes our delight.

Delighting in God: Psalm 37:4; 16:11; 27:4; Isaiah 58:13-14; 1 Peter 1:8.

I. Jesus captures our attention with His Word (vv. 1-2)
A. Jesus teaches the Word to the crowd gathered in the house.

B. Delight in Jesus begins with His Word: it reveals who He is and directs us to truth that frees us
from sin.

Psalm 1:2; 119:24; John 8:31-36.

C. Listen with a willingness to obey. This week: take one truth home, pray over it, and put it into
practice.

Il. Jesus evokes our delight by His deeds (vv. 3-12)

A. Jesus heals the man’s body. He sees the faith of those bringing him; the man carried in walks
out carrying his bed.

B. Jesus forgives his sins. He knows hidden objections and hidden guilt. The Son of Man has
authority to meet our deepest need.

Christ’s blood cleanses our conscience to serve the living God. His mercy invites us to draw
near. Hebrews 9:14.

C. Our church should reflect His healing care and forgiving mercy: pray for healing, care for
hurting people, and proclaim and practice forgiveness.

Seek God in faith, trusting His goodness. Hebrews 11:6.

Conclusion: Let Jesus do the entertaining.
In our life: take our place at His feet, hear His Word, and bring Him our pain and guilt.

In our church: bring people to Jesus. Ministry methods can change while Christ and His Word
remain central.

Challenge: Pray for one person and take a practical step to help them come to Jesus. What
preference would you willingly release for their sake?
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