
 

 
 

“Explain Like Iʼm Five” (ELI5) is a sub-reddit of the internet message board Reddit. In this sub-reddit, people ask questions with complex answers and another, 
purportedly, knowledgeable person provides a response which answers that question by summarizing the relevant information. 

 
At its best, ELI5 is a neat place for people to ask everyday or random questions that someone else may know the answer too if they are more familiar with a certain 

body of knowledge (see the question about signal strength from a wireless router or the one about whether or not a tumor is edible). Some questions are more 
scholarly and the person asking the question might have been better served by doing some official research on the matter, but getting another personʼs answer is 

nonetheless a fun start to the research process (see the question about what the surface of a gas giant would be like). We are looking at these ELI5 responses to look 
at the structure and form of a good summary, not for factual answers to the questions posed. As you read these responses, look at how the respondents approach 

answering the question. 
 
Pre-Reading 
Discuss the following question with one or two partners: 
What makes a summary effective? 
 
Reading 
As you read through these responses, annotate the pages taking note of: 

 points that really help to summarize the topic at hand. 
 points that provide perspective on the questions listed below in the post-reading. 

Post-Reading: 
Respond to these questions in your writers journal using specific examples from responses you read: 

What techniques do respondents use to make their answer easy to understand? 
How do respondents set up their responses to be more approachable? 
How do respondents make use of speech registers in their responses? 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


