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Alanna Foxwell   0:03​
and we will send it out after the meeting and hopefully even post on our website. I think that'll be possible. Christine is nodding. Yay. Okay. So we will make that available to everybody. And again, if you see people waiting in the lobby, anyone just hit that check mark and we will make sure that everyone can.​
join. I am going to go ahead and share my screen, get us going. We are going to try to keep this to 1/2 hour and get y'all back to your families and everything going on. That said, I am flexible and can hang on as long as you need if you have questions.​
questions and want to chat. Anyone who feels good can drop and we'll hang on as long as you need to show you some things and answer questions. So that is what this is about. All right. Well, welcome everyone. I am Alanna.​
I am the East Cobb County PTA Reflections Chair. I'm not quite sure how that happened. It happened because I was sitting in your seat a few years ago and just kind of kept volunteering for things. I know if we're here, we're probably the kind of people that are doing juggling a lot, because that's the kind of​
person that volunteers for these kinds of things. So I understand keeping a lot of plates spinning. And I just want to say first off how appreciative I am of all of you. You don't have to be here, but you are. And this is a really important​
program for creatives and emerging artists. And I'm passionate about that. And I know you probably are here because you are too. So thank you, first of all. It's no small task, but it's not a scary one. So we want to make sure this is as easy, as seamless as possible, that you are supported. 
​
ietta Roundtree   2:01​
I don't work. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   2:07​
that, you know, if we need to schedule some time after this to just walk through any part of the process, that's what we're here for. And we'll make sure that you have the support or resources or troubleshooting that you need. So there have been tears over the reflection submission process. I'm 
​
ietta Roundtree   2:14​
Can you plug these up? 
​
Alanna Foxwell   2:29​
Really hoping, fingers crossed, this is a year without them. So without further ado, we are a small but mighty little team of people very excited about reflections. I'm Alanna, as I said. My colleagues, Veena and Chandrima, I think, are on the call as well. And we'll hear from Christine 
​
ietta Roundtree   2:50​
I issue a paper. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   2:51​
in a little bit about the submission process. So. 
​
ietta Roundtree   2:53​
If somebody go to get me the notebook on my nightstand. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   2:58​
Any of us are really happy to help you, but if you have particular questions about reflections, the categories, judging, anything kind of about the program, you can come to me. If you're having trouble with your submission form, the Google Drive, some of the tech side of things, 
​
ietta Roundtree   3:19​
Don't put it down, Sarah. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   3:20​
Christine is definitely your go-to. I'm gonna, someone is not muted, so I don't mean to be rude. I'm just gonna mute, and if you need to come off mute, you should be able to hit that button. Okay, what is reflections? You may have just been voluntold this is something that you are doing. So real quick,​
This is a creative competition. It's national, so it starts at the local school level with PTAs, goes to the county, the state, and then national. And every round is judged and entries are kind of narrowed down from there. But there's six categories plus special artists. So​
Special artists are any students K through 12 with any form of sort of accessibility criteria. And there's a lot about that on the website. They can enter any of the six arts categories as a special artist. And those categories are film production,​
music composition, dance choreography, literature, photography, and visual arts. And I'll go through those in a little more detail in just a second. This year's theme is what my culture means to me. And at the local school level, what you are doing is helping to communicate what this program is,​
really calling for entries, getting your community excited about this, collecting those entries, and finding people in the community who could be sort of a judge. And that's anyone who has any hand in these categories professionally.​
or has published, you know, photography. So you want someone who's, who knows the field, but we can be kind of liberal on what that means, because I know it's kind of a small pond. And so we're probably kind of have similar go-tos for judges. If you're having trouble,​
finding people to judge, let me know. You know, I work on a creative team. We may be able to help. We may be able to connect you with some of the people that judge at the county level. You know, don't just go first to the art teachers at your school. They are going to know the kids.​
work and it makes it hard for them to judge. Art teachers at other schools are a possibility. We just don't want to put too much work on them. So start with people in the community who aren't teachers. They have a lot going on. And if you need to, the music teachers, art teachers,​
at your schools may have great recommendations for you. So definitely use them as consultants. All right, let's move on to talking a little bit about these categories. Each of these slides has a hyperlink when I send this out to the full category information. Please, please, please, please, please familiarize yourself with the categories.​
It sounds easy, right? Visual arts. It is to some extent, I mean, from the student level, they are creating artwork in any of these categories that interprets the theme and submitting it. But our job is kind of as gatekeepers of what will be accepted​
and what won't. And I will tell you if it comes to me and is in the wrong file format or could be not accepted for any reason, like it's not original work, we're not going to be able, we're not going to be able to pass it on. We're not going to be able to celebrate.​
at the reception, the work, and I really, really, really want to celebrate the students. So help me, if you see something come in and it's in the wrong file format or, you know, someone plays Vivaldi's Four Seasons and it's amazing, but that's not music composition, that's music performance. These need to be original.​
compositions. And so we are kind of screening for that. And you have time then, like set your timeline so that you can work with the students to be like, oh, can you save this as a PDF instead of a Word document? Or do you think you could, you know, compose a piece because you play so beautifully?​
And so give yourself some cushion to really make sure that these category criteria are being met. So you'll see for visual arts, we can accept it as JPEGs and PNG files. So if someone submits a PDF of a painting they did,​
It's not going to go any further. So help us screen for that. Make sure it's original work. This can be 2D or 3D. So if they do a sculpture and take some photos of all sides of it, that's wonderful. We've had students who are finalists who've made jewelry and very interesting things. So it's a broad.​
category, 2D and 3D. They can build something. Lots of ways that we can celebrate that. Photography, again, really look at the acceptable file formats, especially with this one, the pixels and DPI resolution. It's super specific.​
just call it out to people, have parents help you with it. The, what is the Apple iPhone file type is like a HEIC or something, I think it's that. That won't work. So we need to make sure they save it out as a JPEG or a PNG. I know it sounds really nitpicky.​
but that's been probably the number one way that entries have been disqualified. And we just, I hate that. I hate that for the families and the students. So help me with that. Photography here can be a single photo or a montage. So, you know, kind of​
collage work is fine, just not graphics over it. So not printed titles on the images. So it can be, you want to kind of have hero images in this one, but it can be black and white or color.​
Music, again, composition. So this is an original song. If you've heard it before, ask the question on whether it's a composition. You can always compliment. It's such a wonderful performance. I love it. Is there something you can submit that's original for the composition?​
Please note if you are representing a middle school or high school, they need to put the notation with their entry, not just an audio recording. Elementary, they can just submit the audio recording.​
A note there, we have a lot of people who submit videos, so like sitting at the piano playing a piece. Wonderful, but we have to have it just as an audio recording, MP3 or Wave. So be sure you take a look at that. I don't think I've ever seen one more than 5 minutes, but that is a limitation on here.​
So just noting that too. And again, just a reminder, the full category information, descriptions, examples, everything will be in this deck when we send it out. Literature is one of my favorite categories, and I've been a judge in this category. And every year we have some amazing pieces.​
This is, this could be fiction or nonfiction, poetry. We've had some really amazing pieces over the years here. Again, it's pieces inspired by the theme and its original work and under 2000 words. This one here, just a note,​
It's not Word documents, just PDFs.​
And then dance, again, choreography. So it's great to have fun music. It's great to have costumes, different settings, but what will be judged is the choreography itself. And that can be submitted as a video file, MP4, MOV, or AVI.​
And so just make sure it's, you know, original choreography that they've done, but all sorts of styles are fine. We even had ice figure skating last year was great. So lots of different things here, gymnastics. So it's a broad interpretation of choreography.​
Film, it's also broad, can be animation or cinematography, and it can be documentary or storytelling, has to be under 5 minutes again, and same video file format as the dance.​
and you can go to the link for full category information. All right. I have the timeline up here, but I will pause for a second because that was a very quick breeze through of the categories. But I do want to make sure we call out those really important things. Is there any questions right now just on the categories themselves that I can answer? 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   13:08​
Alanna, Avi has a question in the chat. Which category should not have a student's name on the work? 
​
Alanna Foxwell   13:12​
Sure.​
Yeah, it can be, it's in the entry form. So, but yeah, they shouldn't sign it. When we used to do them as physical entries, it's on the back of the piece, but with the digital entry, you only see the front. So no names on.​
The front of the work.​
Vina. 
​
Veena Raj   13:43​
Yes, Alanna, I just wanted to add this one piece of information for all the local unit reflections chairs. We recommend that you take a look at the entry submitted. It shouldn't happen in ECCC schools, but​
We do recommend looking at the entries just in case there is a cry for help in some way. This has been done ever since, you know, I have been involved in reflections, but just something to keep in mind. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   14:24​
Thank you so much for adding that, Vina. Yeah, I mean, we have really thoughtful, reflective students, but this is often a way that people are expressing themselves that don't have words or don't have resources. And it's great to have eyes on it. And if you have any questions about it, go to your school's administration, school counselor,​
feel free to show it to them. If you're questioning the appropriateness of something, you can ask us. You know, just don't, if something feels like a flag of any kind, you know, don't be quiet about it. We're here to help and so is your school administration.​
I think I have the wrong date and I'm so sorry. January 25th is the celebration, right Vina? The Monday? 
​
Veena Raj   15:17​
Yes, it's January 25th. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   15:18​
Okay, I'll fix that before I send this out. It is January 25th, the Monday of that last week of January at Wheeler High School. Woo-hoo. Thank you, Vina, for securing that for us so early and Wheeler for hosting it. It's going to be great. It's a great place. So that's our finalist celebration. 
​
Veena Raj   15:20​
Yeah.​
Alright. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   15:40​
By then, things will be already well delivered to the state, but we want to celebrate our county finalists. We will not know the state finalists by then. So it is just, it is about celebrating those that have advanced to the Georgia​
PTA on January 25th. For entries from your local units to us, those are due by November 11th. That's one week later than last year. I will say it looks like the state has given us a little more cushion this year than in previous years.​
I do want to make sure our judges at the county level aren't having to judge over the Thanksgiving week. So, you know, we're going to try to get it to them well in advance of that so that we can pass them to the state in early December. However,​
life happens, things come up or your computer's fried or something happens. This is a real deadline, but we're all human. So if something's happening and you're freaking out, please let us know. We do have some flexibility here.​
This is about the kids. It's not about like, you know, the bureaucracy. And so like, let us let us help you get it together. We've got some time there in early November. And if if we are able to secure enough judges to spread the love a little bit more,​
We may even be able to extend the deadline. That's really because the judges end up having a lot to go through because we have so many entries every year, which is amazing. So stay tuned on that. But right now, that is our deadline. The celebration is on January 25th.​
And I think that brings us, yeah, so I just, this is kind of here for when we send this out, but there are some really...​
for you to get a lot of information. So one thing that you'll want to do is go to the National PTA Reflections website and register your local unit. Say, I'm participating in Reflections. There's just, it's a very basic, like Microsoft form, where you just put the name of your PTA. It's very quick.​
You send it off, it goes kind of into the void, but it's important for them to know you're participating. This is also a great place to get the official category information. They also have some marketing collateral, some social graphics. So it's definitely a running start to getting the word out. So.​
Check out National PTA Reflections website. Christine, did you have your hand up? 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   18:41​
Yes, I had a question. It's from the chat and it was, is there a one-pager that has all the requirements for the categories to share with the families and is that on the National PTA Reflections website? 
​
Alanna Foxwell   18:42​
Yeah.​
The detailed category criteria, there's a there's like a one pager on each of the categories. There is a one pager that describes all of them, but it doesn't get as detailed as like file types accepted and all of that. So.​
What you'll click on on these slides is the one pager for each of the categories if you go to those hyperlinks and I can send out the overview of reflections that's got just sort of like what are these categories and what is reflections and that's a great thing to share with people at your​
at your local schools. Now, one thing just to note, it's kind of, and we can probably doctor a PDF and share it out for you, but some of them at the end have like a submission form, a PDF where people can write their artist statement and their entry.​
We don't use that. That's not accepted here. The process for inputting your entries is a Google form. Christine will walk you through that in just a second. So I just don't want to confuse people. If you see the end of the descriptions is like, and here's how you submit it.​
ignore that or if you can extract it from the PDF, don't send that around. It can be confusing. Once in a while, someone drops off a painting with a form stapled to it at the front desk and they're like, what do I do with this? So we've always been able to work with that, but just trying to kind of get.​
to trying to avoid that situation. Good question. 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   20:40​
Louisa has a question. Do you still want the 1st and 2nd place entries from each grade to be submitted to the county regardless of what they scored? 
​
Alanna Foxwell   20:50​
Yes.​
Yes. So for example, if you only had one or two people submit, I would say unless it doesn't meet the criteria. If it's just the wrong file type or not original work, there's no reason to submit it to us.​
please, I mean, it would just be a waste of a judge's time. However, if it's just work that didn't score high, but it's the only person that submitted visual art or something, that can still come to us.​
Bina, anything to add there? 
​
Veena Raj   21:30​
Yeah, I was just wondering if you wanted to go over the special artist category because that is different. We sent, yeah. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   21:38​
Yeah, yeah, I can. In fact, let me just...​
Pull up that document here so you can see it.​
And you can find this on the website.​
And so there is a way in the form where you indicate that this is a special artist and there's eligibility around that, that's specific to 504 IEPs. Like there has to be kind of an official designation of who qualifies.​
Um...​
And they can.​
They can, they enter any category, but they indicate that they are a special artist for that category, if that makes sense. So you enter visual art, but you check the box that it's special artists and it to us, then that column is sortable and we, those ones go through no matter what.​
At our at this level. 
​
Veena Raj   22:43​
The local.​
Right, so local units should move forward all entries that they got in the special artist category, correct? 
​
Alanna Foxwell   22:57​
all artists and it doesn't take away from, so it's its own judging category. So if you have student A, B, and C submit work, A&B regular visual art, C special artists with visual art, all three would go through.​
because you have your top one and two as visual art and all special artists go through. So it's kind of like bonus in the categories.​
Did that?​
Make clear as mud. Ask us if you have any particular questions about any of your entries.​
All right, I'm going to flip back to the deck. And actually, that's a great time to hand it over here to Christine. If you don't mind, I'll just kind of click to advance this for you, Christine. Is that OK? 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   23:57​
Oh, that works perfectly. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   23:58​
Great. All right. 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   24:01​
All right, and I see that, okay, do we want to hold the rest of the questions to the end? I know that Vanessa has a question, and then there was another question in the chat about significant changes to the category requirements versus last year. And it was okay. No, I knew that, so I was just gonna. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   24:01​
Take it away.​
No, I'm so sorry. I'm just like flying blind. Thank you. No significant changes. I just actually today went through the National PTA Reflections website to make sure, as far as I can see, our categories, if you've done this before, no significant changes this year. 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   24:35​
And Vanessa's question is about accessible arts. Vanessa, do you want to ask, come up and ask it? 
​
Vanessa   24:41​
Yes, I can't recall last year because we only had one entry, but...​
When we have our ceremony for our local unit winners at our school, do the accessible arts, do they get​
first, second, or third prize, or just a participation award, do they get awarded at all in the local ceremony? 
​
Alanna Foxwell   25:09​
They should be awarded for sure. I mean, they are advancing on. It's kind of up to you and it does.​
To me, it's always made a difference. Some schools have a ton of entries and some don't. And so, you know, for example, at the school I was at, we were just starving for anyone to enter. And so everyone sort of​
one usually they were finalists. But there are awards of merit and excellence, I think. And so, you know, you could decide that every special artist gets an award of merit, but your first and second choice are your... 
​
Veena Raj   25:46​
Yeah. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   25:57​
Excellences that that is kind of.​
I've seen it done so many different ways. I don't want to dictate how it happens at every local school. Maybe just kind of look at your mix of students and y'all can decide what that looks like for you. That's not going to mess anything up how you celebrate people in your community. 
​
Vanessa   26:19​
Okay, great. Yeah, I just didn't know if there was a standardized like, and we only had one, so I'll just, I'll base it on how many entries we have, but I didn't know if they were supposed to get leveled like for a second. But everyone did get a participation ribbon last year. I do remember that. So, okay, thank you. 
​
Veena Raj   26:19​
Yeah. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   26:39​
Yeah. 
​
Veena Raj   26:39​
Yeah, yeah, I agree with Alanna. I think I've seen it done many ways, but I think the message we are trying to send is for kids, creative kids, to participate. And it's, you know, it's just a fun celebration.​
I typically did not give out first, second, third places, but that was just me because I wanted all the kids to be recognized. So all of them, like you said, Vanessa, they got a participation certificate and a ribbon. You know, sometimes I've done like the PTA, the shop PTA awards, like the ones with the marble bases and stuff like that, just depended on the budget for that year.​
But I gave out something for each and every one of the kids, so that you know we could keep encouraging them to be creative and submit their art, so. 
​
Vanessa   27:34​
Great. And you're talking specifically about accessible arts because we still rank the other divisions for pre-K through 5, right? And then pass along those top winners to state. 
​
Veena Raj   27:42​
Yes.​
Yes, exactly. 
​
Vanessa   27:45​
Okay, great. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   27:47​
Yep, and they're entering in sort of...​
buckets, there's like the primary and the intermediate like K to 2 and 3 to 5 and 6 to 8 and everything. But you're if you if you haven't done this before, it was a little unclear to me the first time you are you are advancing the top two per grade. So 2 kindergartner, 2 first grade, 2 second grade, not.​
the primary category.​
So that question comes up a couple times each year. Okay, if you have other questions, we would love to take them. We'll open it up again at the end, but I'll let Christine, you can kind of move us through the submission process. 



​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   28:29​
Mmh.​
Yeah, absolutely. So actually, before I get started, how many of you all used the Google form last year? Can I see like a raised hand just to get a sense? Okay.​
All right.​
So, three of you. Okay. Awesome. Awesome. Okay. So, and the reason why I ask, and feel free you can put your hands down now, and the thank you for engaging me in some interactivity there. The reason why I ask is because​
You can use your form from last year. There's some steps to go through, but I was like, if most of you have done it before, then I was like going to go, okay, well, let's just go through the how to reuse last year's form. But since it's about 50-50, it looks like, let's just go ahead and go through like all the steps on how to create your form. So if we go to the next slide,​
Um...​
The thing that we need to make sure of is everyone has a Google for, like a Google account. Now, the other thing I'm going to ask is if you do not have a Google Workspace account for your school, just let me know in the chat.​
Yes, Avi, you can create a copy of last year's Google form. There's a couple steps on that and I will share those instructions out. I wasn't going to go over a lot of detail on that one today, but I can. There's like a couple, some like, you don't want to lose the​
the submissions you had from the previous year, so you're going to do a copy. Don't delete last year's entries. Vina's like, no, don't do it.​
Yeah.​
Um, Vina, do you wanna do you wanna like talk through that? 
​
Veena Raj   30:32​
I mean, at this point, we should be 100% done as far as, you know, going all the way up to National PTA. However, I think it is good to have maybe one year's worth of history, just so that, you know, in case a question comes up or something like that, which shouldn't happen, but you at least...​
have it, it's not going to hurt anything to save that information because...​
This year's form is going to be completely separate from that. So you should be able to keep that for historical purposes just in case. But yeah, just hold on to last year's. Anything before that, maybe not, but at least have like the immediate.​
previous year's worth of data just to have it there. Because once you delete it, our entries, the links that you provide, we are not going to be able to access it because that file doesn't exist anymore. So yeah, did you have anything else to add, Christine? 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   31:41​
I'm reading through because I am double checking there's a difference between 24, like the 24 or 25 instructions and the 25, 26. So this is me just quickly getting up to speed. I think that there was enough changes to the forms too that you might need to start from scratch. But​
I'm also doing like a quick compare. So.​
Regardless, you should make a copy of the form. Like if you were going to reuse a form, make a copy, archive your in like all of your entries from the previous year. And then when you make a copy,​
delete all of those. So I can walk you all through that one. And I'm happy to kind of do like a demo that we'll post on the site as well so that you have it. But.​
When it comes to creating these forms, it's a lot easier if you've got a PTA Google account. If you don't have one of those, reach out to me. I can help your school get that set up. We did it at my local unit last year, and it worked out really well.​
And yeah, I'm looking at my notes here. Everything's changed. So we're just archiving. Ideally, we're not going to use a personal e-mail because it's just there's it's so all the file sizes are so big that it just doesn't make sense. So, okay, so on the next slide, we're going to go through.​
Like, we're going to go through getting the form. And I'm sorry that these are all squishy. I meant to change that. It bothers me as a creative person that these graphics are squishy. So that was my fault, Alanna. So what you need to do is after this call. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   33:29​
No worries. 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   33:34​
You can e-mail technology at ecccpta.org with the address you want the form shared to. And it's important that you tell me like if it's reflections at go murdochpta.org, for instance, because then that's the one where you're going to copy it. And then when you copy it, that sets up this whole like file folder and you want that set up on that account where you're.​
you're going to view it all. So don't use your personal account unless you're actually trying to use it. So then you'll find the sample form and then you'll hit copy. So it's important that you do this within 24 hours because access will expire and you'll just have to ask me again. So on the next step.​
What we'll do is what you can see is like you will click the three dots, you'll make a copy, and then you're going to save it in your drive. You might have a place to save your 2627. That's where I would recommend it. And then you're going to go through and edit this version that is on your drive.​
Okay, so once you start editing it, you will customize it to your school. So you're going to add your school name. You're going to replace the school with just your school name. You can change your school grades. So I think that the sample form has everything from K all the way up to 12.​
If you're a high school, you don't need all those, and then you can add your e-mail. Again, I would recommend it to be your Google Workspace if you've got that, and add that in the description. There's going to be one other change to this, and we're going to go over that on the next slide. It's setting up the file upload section, so...​
I think that that's on the next slide.​
Ah, yes. So I tested this this morning and then I had to create a new backup because the minute I added the file upload question, it saved it to be technology at ECCC PTA. So that's why you need to do it on your end.​
So you add 3 file upload questions. The first one's required. Everyone needs one file. And what I would recommend is Alanna went over all of the particular files that are needed for each file.​
each submission type. So it would be good to help people like know, hey, if it's visual, it can only be a PNG, a JPEG, et cetera. If it is, you know, and just kind of go through each of the types in the file type, just tell them in that help text so that.​
they see it again because they're going to forget and then they're going to send it to you as a PDF or an HEIC. So 2 and 3, don't make those required. That's for music and 3D visual arts. And then you can make the storage settings really big so that you can add, people can add as many photos as they want.​
Ideally, the students would have a Google account or parents so that they can upload because it just makes life easier. Okay.​
All right, you can use an external link. It's not our favorite way of doing this. You could use a Dropbox, but ideally, ideally we would use a Google account. Did anyone last year use a Dropbox or similar? 
​
Alanna Foxwell   37:01​
I think we got everyone on Google eventually. Yeah. 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   37:02​
Kay.​
Love it. Okay.​
All right, so I'm not going to spend a ton of time on that one. So then next, you'll get a confirmation e-mail that's set up inside of your, inside of the settings, but it is important to click the link to sheets and responses because Google Forms doesn't automatically link those for you.​
So all you really have to do is, as you can see right here, you've got like the, and this will all live together in the same file folder. You just have to go to the responses, click on link to sheets. It'll show the name that's already been created. It auto creates it. And then.​
Yeah, those are all like...​
Be tracked together.​
All right.​
Okay, and then definitely test it. That's like one of the most important parts. So you turn accepting responses, definitely set your closing date and time, and then make sure this is the most important part. This happens all the time, making sure that you pick the right link, the responder link, and then making sure that.​
the responder link is set to anyone. Because if you like restrict it to just like your Google workspace, then no one outside of that will be able to use it. So the way I would test it is try to access it from your own personal Gmail account if you've got one, just to see, make sure that you can access it so you can.​
make sure the parents can access it as well. And then, yeah, you submit your test entry from your personal Gmail account, confirm it, and then just delete it. You can just go into the form and just delete that. Okay.​
And that's all. That's all I had. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   38:51​
Okay, it sounds complicated if you haven't done it. I mean, it is to some extent, like there's a lot that's been built for this to work, but there's super good instructions. So I'll just reiterate, like on the ECCC PTA website,​
Christine and then Lynn before her has put videos, has put written instructions. We'll make sure all of that is updated to this year's forum if there were any changes, but you do have resources there. They're great. Like it's step by step by step. And if you just follow it, it works. It's like magic. I'm not a tech person.​
person and it just always feels like a miracle. But it's really important because like Vina said, the entries that you set up travel with the entries all the way through county to state. So I have to submit it to state digitally.​
and we use those links, which is why even after your contest has ended, those have to stay there. Don't delete them. You're not done. That contest is still live through the entire academic year. Like Vina said, good to keep them an extra year just in case they're like.​
getting shared now from national finalists last year. And, you know, it's what judges have to access. So the access that you set on your level is really like it has ripple effects the whole way.​
through. We will be sending out reminders, we'll be sending out links, we'll be reinforcing all of this. I think I put way back on the resources slide, my cell number. I'm happy to talk anyone through any of this. If you have questions that came up about the categories.​
You can e-mail technology. So it does take some setup. Highly recommend getting all set up now before the academic year gets nuts and people are trying to submit something because they got excited and they did it and the form isn't set up or tested. So.​
register with National PTA, set up your form, and then it's all about just communicate, communicate, communicate about this. And we will help with reminders about the timeline and everything. Something to add, Vina? 
​
Veena Raj   41:28​
Yes, I just wanted Christine or you to just maybe quickly mention if a student submits multiple entries, possibly in the same category, multiple entries across categories, how do you want the files to be sent just so that everybody's on the same page? 
​
Alanna Foxwell   41:49​
They need to do a separate entry for everything that they're submitting. So if I'm submitting a dance and a music composition, I may be the same person, but I have to do two different artist statements, two different submission forms. 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   41:54​
Yeah. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   42:07​
I can't submit 2 music compositions, or at least I can't be selected as a finalist for two in the same category. So I'm going to have to tell my local unit lead which one is sort of the real one. So we do want to limit people​
from submitting to in a single category, but they can submit across multiple categories. And that's fine. We've had people as finalists in, I think we had three categories. Someone had three categories last year as a finalist. It was really incredible. So that is more common than you'd think for these.​
Creative students. 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   42:54​
There's a question in the chat about conflicts of interest. If you're a reflections chair or in, I guess I had a question of that myself. Like if you're on like your executive board or committee, like is there any sort of conflict of interest if your kids are participating? 
​
Alanna Foxwell   43:02​
Yeah.​
No, if you're not judging. So I encourage my, I have 3 middle schoolers. I was just telling them downstairs. I was like, you guys haven't entered in a few years. You really should. And I don't judge any at the county level. And at least I, well, I did last year, but I had no kids in it. I certainly wouldn't if I had kids in it. We don't,​
you know, we don't do that. However, I judge for other schools that my kids aren't in. And so that's, you know, there's, we want to have impartial judges, but we also are kind of all involved in different ways. So yeah, if you are,​
sharing reflections and just helping with the submission process, but you have a panel of judges from the community, feel free to have, you know, your own students or relatives enter. That's fine. Just recuse yourself from judging any categories that​
that your kids or kids you know very well are in. It's kind of on our system, but yeah.​
Okay. 
​
L Karamitas   44:26​
Is this a? 
​
Alanna Foxwell   44:28​
Yeah. 
​
L Karamitas   44:28​
Is this a good time to ask questions? Sorry, I'm driving, so I can't put it in the chat. Okay, sorry. So I have just, I would love any ideas or thoughts you have for the accessible arts category. We have a special needs preschool at our 
​
Alanna Foxwell   44:33​
Ask away. 
​
L Karamitas   44:47​
school and as well as a couple of bridge programs, autism bridge programs. Those teachers would love to even do something in school with the kids to have, you know, help them create pieces, you know, in terms of create opportunities for that in the classroom. The issue always comes up 
​
Alanna Foxwell   44:58​
Yeah. 
​
L Karamitas   45:07​
with the parents.​
role in submitting those pieces. And I know those parents, a lot of them are just very overwhelmed with trying to be there for their kids and asking them to, you know, sit down and do another​
step is challenging for them. So I was just curious if you guys had any ideas on how to make that easier for the kids or I don't know if, I don't know. I was just curious. I know it's a little, it used to be a little checkbox that like a parent is submitting this and approves. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   45:30​
Yeah. 
​
L Karamitas   45:47​
Ann.​
I don't know if they could just get like an e-mail communication teacher to parent saying, is it okay if we submit this on your child's behalf? Or I don't know what the legal aspects are of that, but yeah. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   45:58​
Yeah, that's a great question.​
I, you know, I hate to say it, but I think because of how these forms travel all the way up to state and then national, we do need that parental consent on it. So, you know, that said, 
​
L Karamitas   46:10​
Uh-huh.​
Okay. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   46:20​
Ha, how could we make?​
If the teachers were able to maybe e-mail the work already in its right digital format, and maybe even the artist statement, if they've worked with the kids in the class saying like, John gave this great statement, here's his work, I'd really encourage you to submit it on this form. So they've got kind of a running start. 
​
L Karamitas   46:33​
Uh-huh.​
Yeah. 
​
Veena Raj   46:42​
Yeah. 
​
L Karamitas   46:45​
Yeah. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   46:46​
That could be great. I'd also encourage, is there anyone on the call from Tritt Elementary by chance? Yeah. 
​
L Karamitas   46:48​
Okay. 
​
Veena Raj   46:51​
I was just going to say, Trick has a photography special needs teacher. She runs their photography club. I would love for her to maybe chime in on this because they are so well represented every time. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   46:57​
Yeah.​
Yeah, I'll...​
They're amazing. And I would say both from a idea standpoint, Leslie, on how to get something going in a class, Trit is just a great model, but also that question on how they handle that might be good. So let me reach out and ask some of those questions so we can send it as a follow up to this group.​
But, you know, if you want to reach out, they're just, it's really impressive. And they do, they've made a little photography club and every year there's just a whole cohort. And it's really some incredible stuff and some thoughtful statements. 
​
L Karamitas   47:32​
Sure.​
Yeah. 
​
Veena Raj   47:43​
Yeah. 
​
L Karamitas   47:44​
Of it.​
Yeah. 
​
Veena Raj   47:47​
Yeah, yeah, I would reach out. Yeah, I would definitely reach out to Miss Leviton. I think her name is. She is so invested in making this happen every year. And Trick typically has this big contingent of photographers all showing up for the reception. And it's a very... 
​
L Karamitas   47:47​
Okay, perfect.​
Ohh, stop. 
​
Veena Raj   48:07​
Beautiful thing to see at the reception, yeah. 
​
L Karamitas   48:09​
Yes. Do they, the artist statement if they're nonverbal, can the parent?​
you know, kind of, you know,​
speak on their behalf or kind of I don't know if is that I'm assuming we have some flexibility with. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   48:26​
I think there's some flexibility to kind of interpret that the way that they would communicate. So if they communicate through a device, then a teacher could sort of kind of interpret that or a parent. I think. 
​
L Karamitas   48:28​
Okay.​
Yes.​
Okay. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   48:42​
Yeah, I definitely wouldn't let that hold anything back. Maybe just at the end, say, you know, dictated or inspired by and, you know, scribed by parent or something like that. Just, yeah. 
​
L Karamitas   48:48​
Yeah.​
Okay, perfect. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   49:02​
I will a note on the artist statements, um, they're super important if you, if you've. 
​
L Karamitas   49:09​
We talked about not picking it up. You were said to drop it, you said to drop it, then cut it off. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   49:15​
If you've judged, the matrix has the artist statement count for a lot of points. It's as important as, it's more important than technical, and it's as important as creative. So really encourage people not to do the artist statement as an afterthought. 
​
L Karamitas   49:16​
And.​
Okay, time to go. It's time to go.​
Gotta go. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   49:34​
or like, this painting represents my culture. Like, that's not, that's gonna dock them a lot of points, honestly, because it'll fall right in the middle of like, okay, not great for an artist statement. And the artist statement is like inflated almost to.​
like it's about how they've thought about and applied the theme. So as you communicate and as you work with families, just not to like rig the system, but having a good artist statement can sometimes be the differentiator between two pieces that are technically quite even.​
And I've seen that happen a lot, where you're, you know, you could sort of judge the artwork quite evenly, but someone just kind of put a little bit more thought into their statement.​



All right. I was very ambitious in thinking this could be 30 minutes. I'm sorry. I should have known better. I appreciate everyone who's hung on this long. I'll schedule a little more time for the kickoff next year. Hopefully any follow-ups can be very short and sweet. We are here for it. I will send out this recording.​
I'm not going to be able to make the priorities fair because of work schedule, but there may be someone there. I don't know, Fina or Christine, are you guys there? 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   51:03​
I'm gonna have to check. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   51:04​
Yeah, maybe not. Anyway, we'll make sure video recording and a video demo is available to you. 
​
Veena Raj   51:04​
I, I'm not sure. 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   51:06​
Yes. 
​
Veena Raj   51:11​
Alanna, there is one more question in the chat. What is the best way to market for participation? 
​
Alanna Foxwell   51:12​
Yeah.​
Oh, sure.​
Yeah, gosh, I would use each other for ideas if this is your first time. I mean, definitely work with your school administrators on whatever their sort of weekly newsletters are. Reach out to your specials or connections teachers, see if they can do a CTLS blast.​
Your PTA social media is a great thing. Everyone, you know, hopefully more and more people are following those, the school social. And there's ready-made graphics for social. So all you need to do is sort of pop in your contact info into the post.​
Copy, and you know it's a pretty. 
​
Veena Raj   52:01​
The morning news, I've done that. Morning news, and there are big TV screens around the schools. So, you know, if you have a graphic, just kind of, you know, they can rotate it from time to time. So what I ended up doing was I just added the graphic, gave it to whoever was. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   52:04​
That's great. Yep, that's a good idea. 
​
Veena Raj   52:22​
the media person at the time and they added it to the rotation. But the news got a lot of, it got attention. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   52:27​
Yeah.​
That's great. And it's also great when Reflections finalists are recognized on the news because it helps you kind of create some momentum year over year when people see like, oh, so-and-so got an award and a goodie bag and all of this for that. I want to do it next year. Crumble cookies get people to come back year after year, man.​
Can we get a contact list? Vanessa, I purposely CC'd instead of BCC'd everyone on the reminder today. So everyone's contact info that I have so far is visible. Do with that what you like. I wouldn't necessarily blast a reply all too often, but if there's a school you recognize there or a handful of, most people are like reflections at.​
you know, school PTA address. So if you want to grab a few of those addresses and just reach out, feel free. We're a community now. So that list I will curate over the next few weeks as people reach out and are like, oh, so and so's working on reflections this year. So it may change a bit. I'm trying to grab everyone now.​
But, you know, feel free. I guess if anyone doesn't want to be contacted, let me know and I'll make sure that's always BCC'd in the future. But we are, you know, here to help. So. 
​
Vanessa   53:57​
Two quick things really quick before we go, because I did reach out to some, this is my second year. I was just long and told last year. So I did reach out to different contacts at different schools to just try to see how they run the program. One mentioned that they do like maybe a $10 raffle for participation. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   53:59​
Yeah. 
​
Vanessa   54:16​
Is that okay? Is there, is there like, can we encourage our schools if it's coming from our PTA fund, if we gave out gift certificates for participation? 
​
Alanna Foxwell   54:25​
I think it's...​
Think it's fine. 
​
Vanessa   54:29​
Okay, it was like a random raffle that one school did. And then I also had one parent ask if we're allowed to designate, and I guess this would be per school, but is there any way for students can have like a space where they could work on their entries together for it feels like a community effort? 
​
Alanna Foxwell   54:32​
Yeah. 
​
Vanessa   54:49​
So I don't know if that's just working with the school or if any of the people here would like to figure out how to make a place for kids to meet to work on an entry together. I don't know how if that's encouraged or not. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   54:58​
Yeah.​
It's a great idea. I'd start with your school because sometimes there's, depending on the school, there's, you know, morning homework help or intramurals or, you know, study hall times and stuff. And it could be that it could be sort of designated as a club this semester or something. So​
I think starting there is a good idea. I mean, certainly if there's sort of a cohort that wants, if someone has a space, I guess, and wants to offer it as an option, it's a great idea. We don't, I mean, I, you know, I don't know offhand.​
I think. 
​
Veena Raj   55:40​
Is, hmm, is collaboration allowed on the individual entries? I'm not 100% sure on that, so if they... 
​
Vanessa   55:48​
I guess just like to work individually, but to like all be working on something individually just for it feels like, you know. 
​
Veena Raj   55:54​
Okay, okay. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   55:55​
Yeah, that's kind of how I heard it and good call out, Vina, because it does need to be original work. That's very, you know, very specific in particular. There's certainly entries we've had though with like 2 dancers and you just have to identify, like it has to be two different. 
​
Vanessa   55:57​
Yeah. 
​
Veena Raj   55:57​
Okay, okay. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   56:14​
If the same video is submitted, it's, you know, both are judged separately, those kinds of things. But I think that having space to just work on it at the school might be, you know, like the art room before school for half an hour or something. 
​
Vanessa   56:27​
Okay.​
Sure.​
That's great. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   56:33​
If people need some materials or just kind of some, yeah. 
​
Vanessa   56:37​
Yeah, like...​
Access like. 
​
Veena Raj   56:39​
And Vanessa, one additional recommendation for, you know, something to give the kids, a lot of local businesses are super supportive. You know, like if you want to get like a coupon from Zaxby's or, you know, something that, you know, if you have the budget in your PTA,​
You know, go for it, but you know a lot of local.​
stores, businesses, they usually support these kind of things. So if you have the time and if you want to put in the effort, you know, get some coupons and the kids might get a free drink or a free, you know, milkshake or something. But that might be a low cost, low budget way of.​
giving the kids something, some sort of incentive, but if you've got the money, you know, go for it. 
​
Vanessa   57:37​
But we're allowed to work with, I guess, partners or local businesses. That's allowed. If like someone wants to opt, like, okay, perfect. Okay, thank you. 
​
Veena Raj   57:42​
Exactly. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   57:51​
Okay.​
Thank you all so much for joining. It's going to be great. Reach out if you have any other questions. I'll try to kind of grab this Q&A as text from the transcript and put it in the e-mail too. So we'll send a follow up. I'll try to get it out this evening. If not, it'll be tomorrow.​
And then we'll post some of this on the website as well. 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   58:14​
Yeah.​
Yep, I was about to say, I was like, we could put some of these FAQs on the website. 
​
Anastasia Kipreos   58:21​
Thank you so much. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   58:24​
Perfect. 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   58:25​
Yeah. 
​
Alanna Foxwell   58:26​
Great.​
Okay, thank you everybody. Have a great night. 
​
Veena Raj   58:29​
Thank you. Bye. 
​
Christine Holloway, Technology Chair - ECCC   58:31​
Thanks, bye. 
​
Anastasia Kipreos   58:31​
Goodnight. 
​
Alanna Foxwell stopped transcription 


