Royals MS/HS Library

Grammar Red FLags

According to Princeton Review, these are Admission Counselors’ grammar pet peeves:

10.

11.

12.

Confusing homophone: its & it's; your & you're; or there, their & they're - mnemonics and practice

Run on sentences & fragments: helpful handout from UNC

Verb/Noun agreement & verb tense: SUNY Empire handout

Singular articles before plural nouns (like “an alumni”): Butte College handout
Misusing “me” and “I”: Chomp Chomp exercises

Split infinitives: Grammar Girl explanation (and exceptions)

Ending a sentence with a preposition: Grammar Girl explanation

Missing apostrophes: Chomp Chomp exercises

Incorrect use of semicolons (7ip: if you’re not sure how to use semicolons, avoid them): UMT handout
Overuse of contractions: thoughts

Poor use of the word “got” or “get” (Tip: Don’t write “get” when you mean “understand”): Grammar Girl

thoughts

Too many exclamation points: an interesting article from The Atlantic


https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/college-essay-grammar-checklist
https://hip-books.com/teachers/vocabulary-and-word-study/homophones-mnemonics/
http://englishforeveryone.org/PDFs/Homonyms,%20Homographs,%20Homophones.pdf
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/fragments-and-run-ons/
https://www.esc.edu/online-writing-center/resources/grammar/nouns-verbs/basic-noun-verb-agreement/
http://www.butte.edu/departments/cas/tipsheets/grammar/articles.html
http://www.chompchomp.com/handouts/procase01.pdf
https://www.quickanddirtytips.com/education/grammar/split-infinitives
https://www.quickanddirtytips.com/education/grammar/ending-a-sentence-with-a-preposition
http://www.chompchomp.com/handouts/aposrules.pdf
https://www.umt.edu/writingcenter/docs/resourcesforwriters/commassemicolons.pdf
https://thewritepractice.com/contractions-list/
https://www.quickanddirtytips.com/education/grammar/is-got-proper-english
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2018/06/exclamation-point-inflation/563774/

