Reading Information Sheet

West Union Elementary

Teaching a child to read is one of the most critical things we do as a school. This year, West
Union Elementary has made several major changes in how we teach reading. In this packet we
are going to provide some background information with the most recent research on how
children learn to read, the changes WUES is making, and what you as a parent can do to help.

The infographic below explains the five big ideas of reading and how they influence each other.
For more information on how students learn to read, please watch this video: What the
Science Savs About How Kids Learn to Read

The 5 Big Ideas of Beginning Reading

Comprehension is the goal of reading. We use the other four big ideas to build up to
reading comprehension. This can start with listening comprehension for pre-readers and
readers who are still learning how to decode.

Phonemic .
Phonics
Awareness

The ability to identify and play with
individual sounds in spoken words.
Practice blending phonemes prepares
students to read words, and practice
segmenting phonemes prepares them
to spell words.

Vocabulary

Knowing what words mean and how to
say and use them correctly. Many word
meanings are learned through reading,
but before students can read text on
their own, vocabulary can be taught
through oral language interactions and
reading books aloud.

Understanding how letters and groups
of letters link to sounds to form letter-
sound relationships and spelling
patterns. It involves learning letter-
sound correspondences and common
spelling patterns. Phonics supports
decoding and spelling and leads to
fluent reading.

-

Fluency

The ability to read words, phrases,
sentences, and stories correctly, with
enough speed and expression. When

decoding skills become automatic,
students can more easily focus their

attention on understanding words and
text. Fluency is the bridge to
comprehension.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XIf-xwxSxOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XIf-xwxSxOI

Below are some brief descriptions of the changes we have made in our reading instruction. In
grades K-3 we have implemented a systematic phonics program called Orton Gillingham (OG).
This program focuses on teaching students the sound each letter makes and how they go
together to form words. Each student will receive 40-50 minutes of instruction daily. If a
student is below grade level, they will receive an additional 30-40 minutes of intervention in
this area. To assess how well students understand what they have been taught, they are
assessed through a weekly spelling test. On this test students will apply the knowledge of the
skill they have learned. In addition to the spelling words, they will also be asked to write a
sentence applying the skills taught for that week. ***Should you put a blurb in here stating
that spelling tests no longer look like what we grew up with?

Each day, K-3rd grade students receive 15 minutes of a read aloud. This usually accompanies
snack time and is the teacher reading a story to the students. The teachers are using books
that are above the student’s reading level to expose them to vocabulary they may not know yet.

For the 2023-2024 school year ACOVSD has adopted the Into Reading series. This is used by
Kindergarten through 6th grade. This program uses multiple high quality stories that are read
throughout the week that focuses on different skills. Students are then assessed on that skill
using a story they have not read before. Like the spelling test, this has students apply the skill
they have learned. These skills are taught throughout the year.

How can you help your child? Most importantly, read to your child and discuss what you have
read. Have them predict what they think will happen next and summarize what has already
happened. This video gives you ideas on what you can do as a parent to help your child learn

to read: Parent Reading Video

Information/Supports

How We Learn to Read - This article provides an overview of how Kkids learn to read with
specific information on phonemic awareness.

Glossarv of Resources - This link to improvingliteracv.org has several resources to better
explain literacy.

Reading Basics Video - In depth video on reading.

s-Minute Family Literacy Routines - Several short activities families can do to support
literacy.

Read Aloud Resources - 3 different online read aloud books.

Stretching Apart Words - infographic on how to sound out words.
Supporting Literacy with Evervday Activities - Simple everyday activities that will support

readlng

s ‘amilies - Website with numerous links/supports.

Videos on Sut)t)ortlna Reaqu at Home - Website with multiple videos on reading.

Ad: 'v - link to public library. The library has several resources for
audlobooks and read aloud books that can be borrowed digitally.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjJD1UDwVKg
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/how-we-learn-read-critical-role-phonological-awareness
https://improvingliteracy.org/topic/beginning-reading
http://improvingliteracy.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCX4EBea9ew&t=2432s
https://allohioliteracy.org/family-resources/5-minute-literacy-routines-coming-soon/
https://allohioliteracy.org/books-in-english/
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-keep-your-childs-engine-running
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-tune-home
https://readingtipsforfamilies.com/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/100679
https://adamscolibrary.org/




