How to Pass the Bar Exam
Dear Friends,

It has come to my attention that a number of people in our community will soon be preparing for
the bar exam.

I would like to share the study methods | developed after some trial and error. In my personal
opinion, this is the most effective and efficient way to study for the bar exam (i.e. maximizing

your exam score per minute spent studying).

| took the California bar exam, but the approach below may be useful for bar prep in other states
as well. Of course, you should modify any of the advice below to match what feels right to you.

If you have any questions, feel free to email me at jamalkhan1@gmail.com.
Kind regards,

Jamal Khan
JD, Harvard Law School

www.jamalkhan.org

Exam Format

The California bar exam consists of two components: the Multi-State Bar Exam (MBE) and the
essays.

The essays, in turn, are split into two components: one performance test and five state-specific
essays.

Links to Excellent Online Advice
e htips://www.top-law-schools.com/forums/viewtopic.php?f=41&t=257138 (read the third

post)
e htips://www.top-law-schools.com/forums/viewtopic.php?f=41&t=248756 (read the first
post)

e https://www.top-law-schools.com/forums/viewtopic.php?f=41&t=271217&sid=417b94281
ebb4bb28583132650f90654 (read the second post)

e htip://www.top-law-schools.com/forums/viewforum.php?f=418&sid=7eb9c083d54cb7ffad0
245329800f8c9 (for general browsing)

Materials You Will Need
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e Access to audio lectures covering the seven main areas of law that will be tested on the
MBE: Civil Procedure, Criminal Law and Procedure, Torts, Property, Contracts,
Evidence, and Constitutional Law.

A premium subscription to BarEssays.com
The book Strategies & Tactics for the MBE Volume I, available at
https://www.amazon.com/Strategies-Tactics-MBE-Book-ebook/dp/B01G0Y38W6

e Optional (I didn’t use this): The book Strategies & Tactics for the MBE Volume I,
available at https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/BOOB4WIRBM/ref=series_rw_dp_sw

MBE

Listen to the audio lectures and fake not hand rather than by typing. | cannot stress this
enough. Handwriting your notes will cement the material more firmly in your mind and will pay
dividends for your recall later on.

After you finish listening to all the lectures and taking notes, move on to the book Strategies &
Tactics for the MBE Volume I. Each chapter begins with an overview of that area of law. Take
your time to read this overview slowly and carefully. Then move on to the multiple choice
questions. When you check your answers, make sure to thoroughly read the explanations for all
the choices, not just the right answer. Lots of learning takes place when you read the answer
explanations.

Count the total number of multiple choice questions in the book and divide it by the number of
days you've devoted to multiple choice questions. That will be the number of multiple choice
questions you’ll need to complete per day. In my case, | tried to complete at least 50 multiple
choice questions per day.

Essays

My approach was a modified version of the online advice in the links above.

As the above links to online advice recommended, get a premium subscription to
BarEssays.com:


https://www.amazon.com/Strategies-Tactics-MBE-Book-ebook/dp/B01G0Y38W6
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00B4WIRBM/ref=series_rw_dp_sw
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Download every question for every year for every topic, along with the model answer. Don’t
bother with the CalBar answers because they contain mistakes. Same goes for the
user-submitted essays (except with the most recent questions where the model answer is not
available).

Here’s what it looked like when | saved each question and model answer onto my computer for
a given topic like Civil Procedure:
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Next, | used Microsoft OneNote to organize the material. You can also use Word,
(or something like it) is easier because of the tabs:

2005answer - OneNote £ Search

File Home Insert Draw History Review View Help
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Contracts

2005answer

ay, June 30, 2017 10:54 AM

Does statute violate: Commerce, Equal Protection, Due Process, Privileges and Immunity
Standing

Ripeness

Mootness

Eleventh Amendment

Commerce Clause
Supremacy Clause
Commerce Clause
Dormant Commerce Clause
Discriminate Against Out-of-State Commerce
Important Noneconomic State Interest
No Reasonable Nondiscriminatory Alternatives
Exception — Market Participant
Unduly Burden Interstate Commerce (if state law nondiscriminatory: balancing test)

Equal Protection Clause
Fourteenth Amendment — Equal Protection
State Action
Classification — Selling Gasoline with 10% Ethanol vs w/o 10% Ethanol
Level of Scrutiny — Rational Basis (b/c of above)

Due Process Clause
Procedural Due Process
Substantive Due Process
No Fundamental Right

Property
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Trusts
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At the top, you can see the tabs for each topic (Civil Procedure, Contracts, etc.) Within each tab,
| created a separate page for each answer, ordered by year (you can see the list of pages on

the right hand side).



For a given topic like Property, my procedure was the following:

| first created a page called Outline. | went through the model answers one by one and typed
the black letter law into the page, not including the facts or the application of the law to the facts.
Obviously, the more model answers | went through, the more redundant black letter law | came
across that | didn’t need to type into the outline because it was already there from a previous
model answer. Here’s what my outline looked like:
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Joint Tenancy: Exists when two or more indivs own property w/right of survivorship (upon death of a joint tenant, the 2007answer2
interest terminates and automatically goes to the surviving joint tenants). A joint tenancy requires four unities for 2008answer
creation: 1) possession (equal right to possess or use property), 2) interest (each interest equal to others), 3) time (at A e
same time), 4) title (in same instrument).
Severance of Joint Tenancy: can't be devised, but can be done inter vivos.
Transfer of Real Property: Deed transfers an interest in real property if it complies with 1) formalities, 2)
delivery, and 3) acceptance. 2014answer - UNIQUE
Formalities: Deed must be 1) in writing, 2) signed by grantor 3) identify the parties and 4) describe the 2015answer - UNIQUE
land.
Delivery: Grantor must, at time of transfer, manifest intent to make present transfer of a property interest
to grantee by delivery of the deed. Delivery may be 1) completed by physically handing or mailing deed to
grantee or grantee's agent, or 2) implied from words and conduct of grantor, such as when grantor drafts
and records a deed.
Transfer of Deed to Grantee: Creates presumption the grantor intends to make present transfer of
property interest.
Retention of Deed by Grantor: When grantor keeps the deed, intent to transfer is not presumed.
When grantor transfers deed to his own agent, transfer is treated as if grantor retained the deed,
even where grantor instructs the agent to deliver the deed to the grantee at a future time. Until
grantor's agent delivers deed to grantee, grantor can demand agent ignore prior instructiol
return deed to grantor.
Acceptance: Required to complete transfer. Unless grantee rejects deed, acceptance generally presumed.
Severance of Joint Tenancy: An interest in a joint tenancy cannot be devised b/c of right of survivorship. But joint
tenants can convey all or part of their indi erests during their lifetimes (inter vivos) to a third party, severing the
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After | completed the overall outline, | created a second page with a short outline. Here’s what
that looked like:
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Completing the long and short outlines gave me a comprehensive overview of the black letter

law that came up again and again for that topic.

For each subsequent page that focused on a specific question, | typed out the main areas of law

from the model answer (not the entire model answer):

File

2005answer - OneNote £ Search

Home Insert Draw History Review View Help

CA Bar ~ Pro cp nLaw \" Contracts

2005answer

10:54 AM

Does statute violate: Commerce, Equal Protection, Due Process, Privileges and Immunity
Standing

Ripeness

Mootness

Eleventh Amendment

Commerce Clause
Supremacy Clause
Commerce Clause
Dormant Commerce Clause
Discriminate Against Out-of-State Commerce
Important Noneconomic State Interest
No Reasonable Nondiscriminatory Alternatives
Exception — Market Participant
Unduly Burden Interstate Commerce (if state law nondiscriminatory: balancing test)

Equal Protection Clause
Fourteenth Amendment — Equal Protection
State Action
Classification — Selling Gasoline with 10% Ethanol vs w/o 10% Ethanol
Level of Scrutiny — Rational Basis (b/c of above)

Due Process Clause
Procedural Due Process
Substantive Due Process
No Fundamental Right

Trusts

Jamal Khan

K

—+ Add Page

Outlines
Short Outline
2004answer
2004answer2
2005answer
2006answer
2007 with crim answer
2007answer
2008answer
2009answer
2010answer
2011answer
2012answer
2013answer
2014answer
2015answer

2016annotated




| also created a tracking page that contained the total number of questions for each topic, the
number of questions | had completed, and the number of questions remaining:
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4 Tracker

Subject Total Completed | Remaining
BA 13 13 0
Civ Pro 9 9

cp 12 12

Conlaw |14 14

Contracts 7

Crim 11 11

Evidence |11 11

PR 17

Property 11

Remedies

Torts 10

Trusts 6

Wills 4

Total 156

156/20=7.8

You can add up the total number of questions and divide it by the number of days you've
devoted to essays. For example, if there are 200 questions and you have 40 days to study for
the essays, then you'll need to go through five questions per day to cover all of them. Start with
the questions from previous years and work your way up to the more recent questions.

Next, | printed all the questions out. | didn’t need to print out the model answers.
How did | go through each question? Here were my steps:

First, | simply read the question. | didn’t think too hard about what the answer would be. | just
read it and absorbed the facts.

Then | went to the OneNote page for that question and found the short outline of the answer
that | had already typed. | handwrote the short outline of the model answer directly onto the
physical page below the question.

| read through the question again, including the short outline | had now handwritten onto the
same page.

Then | read the PDF of the full model answer slowly and carefully, occasionally jotting down
notes with my pen onto the physical page containing the question. Reading aloud helps with



retention of the material. The more essays | did this with, the easier it became to spot issues.
You'll be surprised at how good your recall becomes by doing this over and over again.

That’s it! Then | moved on to the next essay question and repeated the steps.

Feel free to do your own variation on my approach.



