
An Open Letter to Owatonna Mayor and City Council 

●​ Thomas A. Kuntz (Mayor): 507-456-5080, thomas.kuntz@ci.owatonna.mn.us 
●​ Doug Voss (At Large): 507-475-0550, doug.voss@owatonna.gov 
●​ Dan Boeke (At Large): 507-363-1932, daniel.boeke@owatonna.gov  
●​ Nathan Dotson (First Ward): 507-363-1189, nathan.dotson@owatonna.gov  
●​ Greg Schultz (Second Ward): 507-456-4584, greg.schultz@owatonna.gov  
●​ David C. Burbank (Third Ward): 507-451-3166, david.burbank@owatonna.gov  
●​ Kevin Raney (Fourth Ward):  507-456-3116, kevin.raney@owatonna.gov  
●​ Brent L. Svenby (Fifth Ward): 507-363-1136, brent.svenby@owatonna.gov  

I am writing to Mayor Kuntz and to our City Council to initiate a public conversation about very 
concerning behavior by Mayor Kuntz. 
 
My name is Nathan Black and I am the founder and Chair of Rainbowatonna, a new LGBTQ+ 
community organization here in Owatonna. 
 
As you may have heard, we had some very distressing and disappointing behavior from 
residents and neighbors who harassed and intimidated our vendors, the original venue of our 
drag show, and the church hosting our Pride Worship Service.  For more information on what 
happened, please refer to our previous press release:  Owatonna’s Second LGBTQ+ Pride 
Event Marches On Despite Challenges 
 
What you may not know is that Mayor Tom Kuntz participated in some of this behavior. 
 
On Tuesday, June 27th, Mayor Kuntz showed up at Associated Church, the host church for the 
Pride Worship Service, and demanded to speak with the pastor. After a staff member explained 
the pastor is out on medical leave, he finally identified himself. He was upset that Associated 
was hosting this service and asked bizarre questions like, “are there going to be stripper poles 
in the sanctuary.”  If you’re curious about the content of the actual service, here is a link to the 
video:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/280729509515270/permalink/1316915955896615/ 
 
The Associated Church staff member gave him my email address, since I would be preaching, 
and he emailed me on June 29th.  Here is the conversation: 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N4XMNHRPBzQwlcPj4J2nH9ko5i33YoXC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N4XMNHRPBzQwlcPj4J2nH9ko5i33YoXC/view?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/groups/280729509515270/permalink/1316915955896615/


 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
In addition to going to Associated Church, I also learned that he went to Torey’s and made some 
complaints about the drag show being hosted there. 
 
I would like an explanation about why an elected public official is attempting to interfere with a 
religious service. 
 
I would also like an explanation and public apology from Mayor Kuntz about his attempt to 
harass and intimidate the organizers and hosts of LGBTQ+ events.  
 
Is this the kind of leadership we have in Owatonna? Will there be any consequences for his 
behavior? 
 
Thank you, 
Nathan Black 
 
Update as of 7/11/23: 
I just came across an overwhelmingly bigoted prayer that Mayor Kuntz posted on his personal 
page.   



 
His behavior these past few weeks has been problematic, but finding a public “prayer” that he 
wrote that articulated his bigotry shows that his behavior wasn’t just problematic or maybe even 
an emotional accident… Instead, his letter shows that his actions come from very intentional, 
premeditated bigotry. 
 
The only satisfactory response from Mayor Kuntz is his immediate resignation. There is no place 
for homophobic bigotry in city government. 
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