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Interviews:

Treatment Planning, Physician
Simvastatin + Amiodarone

e Kathleen is a physician who is treating a patient who has a ventricular arrhythmia. Kathleen would normally prescribe amiodarone for this particular
patient, but he is being treated with simvastatin for dyslipidemia, and she knows that a potentially serious interaction may occur leading to rhabdomyolysis.
Kathleen wants to know what the patient’s risk factors are for rhabdomyolysis, what the benefits and risks would be to switching him to an alternative


https://docs.google.com/document/d/16rbWE2m6gx6ybMnPEmlNOB-KAqr8mC1ZA0iOaQk3drM/edit?usp=sharing

statin, and if amiodarone is not the best option for this patient, what alternatives to amiodarone exist for this patient, and what the available evidence
shows in terms of ventricular arrhythmia patient outcomes.

Evaluation of Management Options for Drug-Drug Interactions, Physician
Warfarin + Naproxen

Melissa is a family physician whose patient called because he is experiencing noticeable bruising. Melissa knows that the patient is taking warfarin, but he
has not experienced bruising before. She asks if the patient has taken any new medications recently, and he mentions that he visited a pain clinic for his
chronic back pain and they prescribed the NSAID naproxen. Melissa knows that NSAIDs can increase the risk of bleeding when taken with warfarin, and
she wants to know the best way to manage this interaction.

Evaluation of Management Options for Drug-Drug Interactions, Pharmacist
Atorvastatin + Clarithromycin

James is a community pharmacist reviewing an electronic prescription that just came in for clarithromycin; an alert in his pharmacy’s information system
indicates that there is a potential interaction between the clarithromycin and the atorvastatin that the patient was prescribed a year ago by different
physician. James calls the patient in order to discuss her medications; she tells him that she is taking the atorvastatin as prescribed, and cannot
remember if she has ever taken clarithromycin in the past. In preparation for following up with the patient’s physician, James would like to know the
likelihood of an adverse drug event such as rhabdomyolysis occurring due to a potential interaction and how serious the interaction could be. He would
also like to know if monitoring would be appropriate for this patient, or if a dose adjustment or temporary discontinuation of one of the drugs would be best.

Screening for Drug-Drug Interactions, Nurse
Glipizide + Lisinopril (Sulfonylureas + ACE Inhibitors)

Nancy is a licensed practice nurse who works in a skilled nursing facility. She has noticed that her patient is experiencing symptoms of hypoglycemia.
She sees that the patient was recently prescribed lisinopril, and is wondering if it interacts with one of the five medications that she is taking. Nancy
remembers reading about a potential interaction with the glipizide that the patient is currently taking. She would like to know if the patient's symptoms are
a possible consequence of an interaction between the glipizide and the lisinopril, or the lisinopril and one of the other medications that the patient is taking,
and if so, what information she should pass along to the registered nurse in charge in order to help treat the patient.

Synthesis for Dissemination, Drug Compendium Editor
Tyrosine Kinase Inhibitors + Proton Pump Inhibitors

Olivia is a drug compendium editor who is reviewing the available literature for the potential interaction between tyrosine kinase inhibitors and proton pump
inhibitors. She would like to review the most recent literature available surrounding the interaction, and would like to compare it against the existing entry
in her drug compendium. She would like to understand more about the mechanism of the interaction, whether it applies to all drugs within the classes,
whether certain populations are at greater risk, and the types and strength of the evidence available. She would also like to learn more about
recommended management options.



Synthesis for Dissemination, Librarian

e Michael is a librarian who works for the medication safety unit in a regulatory agency. He has graduate training in library science, and has a good
understanding of medical reference sources. When he is asked to locate information about a potential drug drug interaction, he wants to understand more
about the terms used to describe the drugs so that he can develop search strategies to run daily, weekly, and monthly searches. He would like to find
terms used to describe the specific drugs involved in the interaction, drug class concepts, clinical consequences of the interaction, and existing types of

evidence of the interaction.

Synthesis for Dissemination, Clinical Decision Support Team - Systems Analyst & Content Specialist

e Richard is a systems analyst who is working with Joe, a content specialist, in order to design a new clinical information system which can provide
personalized clinical knowledge and patient information for clinicians to improve healthcare quality. Richard is professionally trained in algorithms,
databases, and programming. He also has some knowledge about electronic medical records. In order to help Richard design and implement the system,
Joe would like to know about the evidence, clinical consequences, and mechanisms of interactions of potential drug-drug interactions so that he can
develop rules for the most clinically relevant interactions. With that information, he can help Richard create linkages and designs algorithms based on
electronic medical records. Joe can also help Richard prioritize what to display and how to display information or alerts for clinicians.
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