Hey listeners! If Putin’s attack on Ukraine has got you feeling anxious
and wondering how the hell did we get here, and what should be done to
deescalate the situation, I give you an interview with Prof. John
Mearsheimer
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Looking at the situation now with Russia and Ukraine, how do you
think the world got here?
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I think all the trouble in this case really started in April, 2008, at the
NATO Summit in Bucharest, where afterward NATO issued a
statement that said Ukraine and Georgia would become part of
nato. The Russians made it unequivocally clear at the time that they
viewed this as an existential threat, and they drew a line in the sand.
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NATO can decide whom it admits, but we saw in 2014 that it
appeared as if many Ukrainians wanted to be considered part of
Europe. It would seem like almost some sort of imperialism to tell
them that they can’t be a liberal democracy.
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It’s not imperialism; this is great-power politics. When you’re a country

like Ukraine and you live next door to a great power like Russia, you
have to pay careful attention to what the Russians think, because if you
take a stick and you poke them in the eye, they’re going to retaliate.
States in the Western hemisphere understand this full well with regard to
the United States.
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It’s not imperialism; this is great-power politics. 38 1~ & 8 3= 2,
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When you’re a country like Ukraine and you live next door to a great
power like Russia,
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you have to pay careful attention to what Russians think.
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Because if you take a stick and you poke them in the eye, they’re going
to retaliate.
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When we’re thinking about foreign policies, should we be thinking
about trying to create a world where neither the U.S. nor Russia is

behaving that way?
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That’s not the way the world works. When vou try to create a world

that looks like that, you end up with the disastrous policies that the

United States pursued during the unipolar moment. We went
around the world trying to create liberal democracies. Our main

focus, of course, was in the greater Middle East, and you know how
well that worked out. Not very well.
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When you try to create a world that looks like that,
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You end up with the disastrous policies
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That the US pursued during the unipolar moment.
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When you said that no one’s talking about this as imperialism, in
Putin’s speeches he specifically refers to the “territory of the former
Russian Empire,” which he laments losing. So it seems like he’s
talking about it.
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The territory of the former Russian Empire,
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which he laments losing
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I think that’s wrong, because I think you’re quoting the first half of
the sentence, as most people in the West do. He said, “Whoever does




not miss the Soviet Union has no heart.” And then he said
“Whoever wants it back has no brain.”
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Whoever wants it back has no brain.
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The much more important point is: he understands that he cannot
conquer Ukraine and integrate it into a greater Russia or into a
reincarnation of the former Soviet Union. What he’s doing in
Ukraine is fundamentally different._ He’s going to take some

territory away from UKraine, in addition to what happened with

Crimea, in 2014. Furthermore, he is definitely interested in regime

change. Beyond that, it’s hard to say exactly what this will all lead
to, except for the fact that he is not going to conquer all of Ukraine.

It would be a blunder of colossal proportions to try to do that.
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He understands he cannot conquer Ukraine.

He’s going to take some territory away from Ukraine, in addition to
what happened with Crimea, in 2014.

e 07 b s e AR ST A, S5 520144 RS TRy R B K AR,



Furthermore, he is definitely interested in regime change.
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Beyond that, it’s hard to say exactly what this will all lead to, except
for the fact that he is not going to conquer all of Ukraine.
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What do you think our policy should be in Ukraine right now, and
what do you worry that we’re doing that’s going to undermine our
China policy?
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We should be pivoting out of Europe to deal with China_in a
laser-like fashion, number one. And, number two, we should be
working overtime to create friendly relations with the Russians. The
Russians are part of our balancing coalition against China. Instead,
what we have done with our foolish policies in Eastern Europe is
drive the Russians into the arms of the Chinese. This is a violation of
Balance of Power Politics 101.
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And, number two, we should be working overtime to create friendly
relations with the Russians.
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Instead, what we have done with our foolish policies in Eastern
Europe is drive the Russians into the arms of the Chinese.
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This is a violation of Balance of Power Politics 101.
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Is there still time, despite what we’re seeing from the ground, for
UKkraine to appease Russia somehow?
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I think there’s a serious possibility that the Ukrainians can work out
some sort of modus vivendi with the Russians. And the reason is that
the Russians are now discovering that occupying Ukraine and trying
to run Ukraine’s politics is asking for big trouble.
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On that note, next week Scott will talk about the Chernobyl disaster.
I know. Here at SCU universe we definitely like to keep things light
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Thanks for listening. Here at Scu Universe, we pray for Ukraine. We
pray for peace.






