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Ken Kehner is an active performer, educator, and clinician.  He holds a degree in 
Piano Performance from Truman State University in Kirksville, Missouri, where he 
served as staff accompanist, and later joined the faculty as an adjunct jazz 
instructor.  He was a member of the jazz faculty at University of MO-St. Louis 
from 2002-2020.  Ken is currently a faculty member at Westminster College, 
where he serves as piano instructor.  He recently began teaching jazz piano at 
Lindenwood University.   
 
Ken has backed such noted jazz artists as Bill Watrous, Bobby Shew, Buddy 
DeFranco, Pete Christlieb, Eric Marienthal, Louie Bellson, and Clark Terry.    
Ken has been featured on recordings with the Jim Widner Big Band, Andy Firth, 
Ryan Kisor, Willie Thomas, Arch Martin, Allen Beeson, Hennessy Brothers and 
others.  In 2012, he released his first recording as a leader, "From This Moment 
On" (Eye-full Tower Records). This trio CD features Marty Morrison on drums 
and Nick Jost on bass. 
 
An accomplished classical pianist, Ken has been featured as soloist with several 
orchestras in the Midwestern United States.  He maintains an active private studio 
of piano and vocal students, and stays busy as an accompanist for both vocal and 
instrumental recitals.  Ken can also be heard performing with several 
Midwest-based bands, including the Norm Ruebling Band, Magnolia Wine, and 
The Poor People of Paris. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


