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So it's gonna snow this week, and there will be cancellations, and likely delays following cancellations. If you're 
looking for a nice snowfall where the kids can go out and sled and have snowball fights, you're going to be on a 
timetable because the front half of this is going to fall as snow, but the back part is going to be a wintry mix tailing 
into rain. There's a good chance though, that a lot of us will see sloppy, heavy snow that's not great for playing 
outdoors. 
So, Tuesday after lunch clouds start building in, and an hour or two before sunrise Wednesday we'll start to see 
snowflakes. Temperatures should be below freezing for a solid 8 hours before the first flakes fall so it should start 
to stick right away.  Snow and below-freezing temperatures should last until some time between 3:00-5:00. If 
you're a teacher, student, or parent, you know what that means...barring a MAJOR change in the next 36 hours, 
NOBODY north of Fredericksburg is going to school Wednesday.  The first picture is an 8:00 AM projection.  Snow 
down to where you see exclamation points SW of Harrisonburg towards Roanoke.  The areas under exclamation 
points are getting a wintry mix. 
Timing wise, look at the second picture.  One of the reasons I love WeatherUnderground is because it takes a lot 
of technical info you can find on sites where you can pull model information and maps and other weather geek 
stuff and put it into simple graphical representation like this.  The red line is the temperature and the blue/grey 
horizontal line is the freezing point. White vertical segments are daytime, shaded segments are night. The black 
line is barometric pressure. The pink and blue are chances of snow and rain respectively and the % likelyhood of 
precipitation (in this example, there's a 91% chance of snow at 4:00 PM). The really telling part I wanted to show 
you here is the green at the bottom.  That is the hourly rate of liquid precipitation.  From about 9:00 AM through 
7:00 PM, the rate hangs near 0.1 inch per hour.  If we were hanging around 28 degrees and this were light, fluffy 
snow falling, that would be about an inch per hour.  We AREN'T going to be there or getting that, but we should 
see some fairly quick accumulations (again, assuming these projections hold). Regardless, that amounts to what 
would be about an inch of liquid precip falling in a 10-12 hour period.  That's pretty significant.  
As temperatures sneak toward and above the freezing point, we'll change to a wintry mix, and if there's still 
anything falling after sunrise Thursday, it should be/change to rain as temperatures should rise pretty quickly to 
the lower 50's.  
I'm not going to try to say how much snow is going to fall where.  A degree or two difference could mean the 
difference between 3" and 8".  I think 4-5" across Northern Virginia is a good blanket statement. If we get colder or 
warmer or things shift, I'll let you know if I see any big changes. 
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