
8TH GRADE | UNIT 3 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
STAGE 1: WHAT DO WE WANT STUDENTS TO BE ABLE TO DO? 

THE FIVE BIG PRACTICES 

Reading Literature Reading Informational Text Writing Speaking & Listening Refining Language 

By the end of the 
year, the students 
will read and 
comprehend 
literature, including 
stories, dramas, 
and poems, at their 
current grade-level 
with scaffolding as 
needed (RL.6-12.10). 

By the end of the 
year, the students 
will read and 
comprehend 
nonfiction, 
informational texts 
at their current 
grade-level with 
scaffolding as 
needed (RI.6-12.10). 

The students will write 
routinely over extended 
time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) 
for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences 
(W.6-12.10). 

The students will 
adapt speech to a 
variety of contexts 
and tasks, 
demonstrating 
command of formal 
English when 
indicated or 
appropriate 
(SL.6-12.6). 

The students will 
acquire general, 
academic, and 
domain-specific 
words and phrases, 
and learn to 
implement them in 
their communication  
(L.6-12.6). 

 

THE ESSENTIAL STANDARDS CHECKLIST FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR RECURRING ELA CONCEPTS 

​ I can support inferences (RL1, RI2, SL2, ELP1). 
​ I can determine themes (RL2, RI2, SL2, ELP1). 
​ I can analyze character development (RL3, RI3, SL1, ELP1). 
​ I can determine meaning (RL4, RI4, L4, L5, SL1, ELP8). 
​ I can analyze text structure (RL5, RI5). 
​ I can analyze perspectives (RL6). 
​ I can evaluate rhetoric (RI6). 
​ I can evaluate different mediums (RL7, RI7, SL2, ELP1). 
​ I can trace arguments (RI8, W1b, SL3, ELP6). 
​ I can compare texts (RL9, RI9). 
​ I can conduct research projects (W7, W8, W9, SL4, ELP5). 
​ I can write arguments (W1, L6, SL4, ELP4). 
​ I can write explanations (W2, SL4, ELP3). 
​ I can write narratives (W3, SL4, ELP3). 
​ I can create clarity and coherence (W4, Wc, SL4, ELP5). 
​ I can strengthen my writing (W5, L6, SL6, ELP7). 
​ I can apply the conventions of grammar (L1, L3, ELP10). 
​ I can publish my work with technology (W6, SL1, ELP2). 

 
 
*Teachers: Standards cluster and overlap. CLICK HERE for a more thorough, 
vertically-aligned merger of standards in English Language Arts (ELA) and English 
Language Proficiency (ELP) in 6th through 12th grade.  

❖​ Literary Toolbox for 6th Grade 
❖​ Literary Toolbox for 7th Grade 
❖​ Literary Toolbox for 8th Grade 
❖​ Literary Toolbox for 9th Grade 
❖​ Literary Toolbox for 10th Grade 
❖​ Literary Toolbox for 10th Grade Honors 
❖​ Literary Toolbox for 11th & 12th Grade 

GAUGING TEXT COMPLEXITY  

 
 
Qualitative: Levels of meaning, structure, language 
conventionality and clarity, and knowledge demands. 
 
Quantitative: Readability measures and other scores of text 
complexity (such as Lexile). 
 
Reader & Task: Reader variables (such as motivation, 
knowledge, and experiences) and task variables (such as 
purpose and the complexity generated by the task assigned 
and the questions posed). 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QNRbZpKsFr9ni8aU41tn1vLAuQD950tImPe503jlq7s/edit#gid=266774022
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13hFvqzf7oERGYzZbo06kwaSE6vjoEukhn56VUdSOeOQ
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dAbZV3cgVVAkYhx0X72k8KCCmNCynjYCK8N6YDTONB0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aIn9W0vcvTOjCqq_bNO-hkwOinLYuz8JuyFtGX9uMSY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1guNKJjHhYgXZx-5wm5LI5rpgsVuf9_FeVw99yO9V1mw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/104Dkv7CtWKDOKekgIcEyYJKAby8-aSU3GwGyoT6trU8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_kuPLsRRTGGd03EDjCaJY-jiFubDji3Y3cmwsvJOiKA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_WihfdC0PZPwi9ZbxtgMJAIHu4y--44RvfDKZ7DV07I/edit?usp=sharing
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STAGE 2: HOW WILL WE KNOW STUDENTS ARE ACHIEVING? 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT IDEAS INSPIRED BY ACT ASPIRE  

Reading  Writing English 
 
STAGE 3: WHAT DOES TEACHING AND LEARNING LOOK LIKE? 

SCOPE & SEQUENCE OPTION 
UNIT TITLE:  It’s all about the Argument 

 

CURRICULUM WRITER:  Springdale Public Schools 

ANCHOR TEXT: Informational Selections 

 

Suggested Timeline   Slides to 
Mod 

Ongoing 

 

 
ACT Aspire Writing Practice 

W.8.4  W.8.10 
 

Argumentative/Persuasive Scoring Guide 

 
Argumentative Writing Mini-Lessons with 

Adapted Empowering Writers’ Lessons 

 

Week 1 

 
2nd Semester Pre DFA  

 
What is the Argument 

RI.8.1  RI.8.2  RI.8.5  SL.8.2  
SL.8.3 

 
Independent Reading 

Expectations 
RL.8.1  RL.8.10 

 

 
Honors Independent 

8 - Week 19: 
What is an 
argument? 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ncH5t8zrouRHd0uTtmXrM0InkN0UHIL4eeGVDMWXMWY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1upaeAx4sqOGVUhr9XEfu0r8T_EtTLQRePd6F9EkrKCo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H6-HX6TAuzjysdg2WJ43VscAT95n40BWD6cBE7Q0Sm4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.8j1wevdh3576
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.8j1wevdh3576
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cRkDV24ysRYdLTzWSFFao909H9M7df1TkilRHnrVAWQ
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ydYJ1ePkRe3Y7vgTy14nsvKj3RnWOMp9i4vNjX22sec/edit#bookmark=id.6ddsa6v2owru
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ydYJ1ePkRe3Y7vgTy14nsvKj3RnWOMp9i4vNjX22sec/edit#bookmark=id.6ddsa6v2owru
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ydYJ1ePkRe3Y7vgTy14nsvKj3RnWOMp9i4vNjX22sec/edit#bookmark=id.6ddsa6v2owru
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C8vLpkDIoc3rfIYau3BeXg7h2Xi9k2d6dEeI30Sgpfo/edit#bookmark=id.twn56f3bj1r7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N3ObvwTb972NUwg0cQyUhpcv-_EdOLJFSSxcVUjN2Fk/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.ob5fn3okx7er
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.ob5fn3okx7er
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1JVFuexAnxCOu8GcpdfOYLOfOkLZS47kQLkbAjQasn_U
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1JVFuexAnxCOu8GcpdfOYLOfOkLZS47kQLkbAjQasn_U
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1JVFuexAnxCOu8GcpdfOYLOfOkLZS47kQLkbAjQasn_U
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/10/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HcWWvoQyrHNYLnEVdEQGF16VfuHkj4JjOO4rIwAhhrE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HcWWvoQyrHNYLnEVdEQGF16VfuHkj4JjOO4rIwAhhrE
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IbvHW4lCPTwsbzVRqQ-ON-Oklrm-kftf5kbNlkwA0n8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IbvHW4lCPTwsbzVRqQ-ON-Oklrm-kftf5kbNlkwA0n8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IbvHW4lCPTwsbzVRqQ-ON-Oklrm-kftf5kbNlkwA0n8/edit?usp=sharing
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Reading Assignment 
W.8.4  W.8.9 

 

Weeks 
2-3  

Argumentative Writing throughout 
the Unit 

RI.8.1  RI.8.2  RI.8.8  W.8.1  W.8.4  
RI.8.5 

 
Create Valid Claim 

SL.8.1  SL.8.1.A  SL.8.1.B  
SL.8.1.C  SL.8.1.D  W.8.1.A  

W.8.4 

 
Informational Text 

8 - Week 20: 
Argumentativ

e Writing 
 

8 - Week 21: 
Argumentativ

e Writing 

Weeks 
3-5 

 
 
 

Informational Text 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Relevant Evidence in 

Informational Articles 
RI.8.1  RI.8.6  RI.8.8  W.8.1.B  

W.8.4  

 

 
Formal Style 

W.8.1.D  W.8.4  L.8.2. A-D 
 

 
Sound Reasoning in Political 

Cartoons 
RI.8.8 

8 - Week 22: 
Informational 

Texts 
 

8 - Week 23: 
Informational 

Texts 
 

8 - Week 24: 
Verbal 

Argumentatio
n 
 
 

Weeks  
6- 7 

  
What’s Your Argument Webquest 

RI.8.1  RI.8.2  RI.8.6  RI.8.8  SL.8.4  
 RI.8.5  RI.8.9  W.8.7  W.8.8  SL.8.3  SL.8.5  

 
Verbal Argumentation in a Socratic Circle 

Discussion 
SL.8.4  SL.8.3 

8 - Week 25: 
Verbal 

Argumentatio
n 
 

8 - Week 26: 
Writing an 
Argument 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HcWWvoQyrHNYLnEVdEQGF16VfuHkj4JjOO4rIwAhhrE
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/9/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.mz7l9hvlxq8u
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.mz7l9hvlxq8u
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.mz7l9hvlxq8u
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.as2wf5wilii0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.as2wf5wilii0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10nGrPhqjpuOshZ0d1Q0sIzO2GO7DERoFtHGTgrmwMXE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10nGrPhqjpuOshZ0d1Q0sIzO2GO7DERoFtHGTgrmwMXE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10nGrPhqjpuOshZ0d1Q0sIzO2GO7DERoFtHGTgrmwMXE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KF_KM8dgMneo1DU13sts51n9yUY3CUjyff8AJnHoDK4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KF_KM8dgMneo1DU13sts51n9yUY3CUjyff8AJnHoDK4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KF_KM8dgMneo1DU13sts51n9yUY3CUjyff8AJnHoDK4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.pf0dxsnpgpf1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.pf0dxsnpgpf1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.pf0dxsnpgpf1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.fd20c2i7xmzh
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.fd20c2i7xmzh
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.sf5jr1prvpwq
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.sf5jr1prvpwq
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.sf5jr1prvpwq
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VPbO-0yS08izteTxC-K351IwI1YokyNzPzxsuMadZzw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VPbO-0yS08izteTxC-K351IwI1YokyNzPzxsuMadZzw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VPbO-0yS08izteTxC-K351IwI1YokyNzPzxsuMadZzw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qRbr7_7w0FhV-uyUTiF1iPTfSQPKoWstkIYBX8bCuTM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qRbr7_7w0FhV-uyUTiF1iPTfSQPKoWstkIYBX8bCuTM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qRbr7_7w0FhV-uyUTiF1iPTfSQPKoWstkIYBX8bCuTM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Yvjg2wdxz1tuynxVR0E0C7Wt5XKzEY73UIjqJFrYHhE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Yvjg2wdxz1tuynxVR0E0C7Wt5XKzEY73UIjqJFrYHhE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Yvjg2wdxz1tuynxVR0E0C7Wt5XKzEY73UIjqJFrYHhE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Yvjg2wdxz1tuynxVR0E0C7Wt5XKzEY73UIjqJFrYHhE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.6xsaxl2a178
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.6xsaxl2a178
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.2ll76b2u5mbt
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.2ll76b2u5mbt
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.2ll76b2u5mbt
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1c9Fd9nccQPURGOJQunojOFFnzt3r6eQZhQ3c3THiej8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1c9Fd9nccQPURGOJQunojOFFnzt3r6eQZhQ3c3THiej8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1c9Fd9nccQPURGOJQunojOFFnzt3r6eQZhQ3c3THiej8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1c9Fd9nccQPURGOJQunojOFFnzt3r6eQZhQ3c3THiej8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Iod1GUi-HMjW9VMIjQDSS_LcSfXyEenu-j2M63CIkZo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Iod1GUi-HMjW9VMIjQDSS_LcSfXyEenu-j2M63CIkZo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Iod1GUi-HMjW9VMIjQDSS_LcSfXyEenu-j2M63CIkZo/edit?usp=sharing
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Week 8 

 

 
Finish What’s Your Argument 

Webquest 
RI.8.1  RI.8.2  RI.8.6  RI.8.8  

SL.8.4  
 RI.8.5  RI.8.9  W.8.7  W.8.8  SL.8.3  

SL.8.5  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Pre-AP Literary Analysis  

W.8.4  W.8.3 
 

 
Common Writing Assignment 

 

 
Post Q3 DFA 

 

 

Week 9 
 

Remediation or Extension 

8 - Week 27: 
Culmination 

and 
Reflection 

    Technology Integration 

    Language Support 

     Pre-AP Vertical Alignment 

  Instructional Strategies 

  ACT Resources and Support   

 Lessons with Embedded Empowering Writers’ Strategies 
 

 
Citation for Images 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.6xsaxl2a178
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.6xsaxl2a178
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.6xsaxl2a178
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.godygr9sjnu9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.godygr9sjnu9
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/4/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C8vLpkDIoc3rfIYau3BeXg7h2Xi9k2d6dEeI30Sgpfo/edit#bookmark=id.djur9a5pgbwn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C8vLpkDIoc3rfIYau3BeXg7h2Xi9k2d6dEeI30Sgpfo/edit#bookmark=id.djur9a5pgbwn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C8vLpkDIoc3rfIYau3BeXg7h2Xi9k2d6dEeI30Sgpfo/edit#bookmark=id.4nnesohdv33x
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C8vLpkDIoc3rfIYau3BeXg7h2Xi9k2d6dEeI30Sgpfo/edit#bookmark=id.4nnesohdv33x
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cmlySz6A2IDgL66jdQD66QnJYhIlR1pxWp1mrpdFJxE/edit#bookmark=id.ez9rotrhjg49
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.ds4i6axh02kc
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ju88Ue1UDWU8lzDJwYj4fcERsPhuLJTfy9pEYkoWdxI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ju88Ue1UDWU8lzDJwYj4fcERsPhuLJTfy9pEYkoWdxI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ju88Ue1UDWU8lzDJwYj4fcERsPhuLJTfy9pEYkoWdxI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ju88Ue1UDWU8lzDJwYj4fcERsPhuLJTfy9pEYkoWdxI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.cnzr996g8l6c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hymlB9cBPbQ5J6b8B5_Tik30IZARQL1-dcc1qffQf8Q/edit#bookmark=id.7xj154557vbs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iuba76V_3lf-aLiPbkchf6jHn7TQrHwLDSwLRnZ-SwM/edit#bookmark=id.a2yakxs7tpa4
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kH1wfVZnVSvf2NgXO114oTeWqJ0rhZf9RIqDr8okGDQ
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Frappingmanual.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F02%2Fstrategy.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Frappingmanual.com%2Ffuel-your-rap-career-coming-up-strategies%2F&docid=FVZFs_Belzg2gM&tbnid=mFTtWxObs9HURM%3A&w=425&h=282&safe=active&bih=552&biw=816&ved=0ahUKEwiX-e_CxcPMAhUIcz4KHchEC28QMwhjKAIwAg&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Du7iEUqHhLy6GHbX9Lg_M8ItYmgI5UamyYv7L-xVajw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1z6PqTF4-ew0Y7x0vVuAy5G5OPi8KHcEmYbQVEVqipnw
https://empoweringwriters.com/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ydYJ1ePkRe3Y7vgTy14nsvKj3RnWOMp9i4vNjX22sec
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VURMsb1TQO5ZEFzRwOeJg2qUHv7mRGcY_TPLwy-tTes

