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Welcome & Introduction

Greetings from the Petersburg City Public Schools Department of Curriculum and Instruction. The Curriculum and Instruction Team is excited that you are
with us in our journey toward success. To ensure we reach our goal, we have put together a curriculum that will lead to academic success for our students.
The Petersburg City Public Schools Curriculum is based on the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) Standards of Learning for Virginia Public
Schools and is further defined by the VDOE Standards of Learning Curriculum Framework. This Curriculum provides guidance to teachers as they develop
instruction appropriate for their students. It assists teachers as they plan their lessons by identifying essential understandings, skills, and processes
students need to master. The curriculum specifically outlines the minimum content that all teachers should teach and all students should learn.

Teachers should use the curriculum provided by the Department of Curriculum and Instruction as a resource for developing instruction without limiting the
scope of instruction. Additional knowledge and skills that can enrich and enhance students’ understanding of the content identified in the curriculum should
be included as a part of quality learning experiences.

The Petersburg City Public Schools Curriculum reflects the knowledge and skills that students are accountable for on the VDOE Standards of Learning
assessments that are administered each school year. Students are expected to connect and apply knowledge and skills from the curriculum presented in
previous grades as they build their understanding and expertise.

The Petersburg City Public Schools Curriculum also serves as a guide for Standards of Learning assessment development. Assessment items may not
and should not be a verbatim reflection of the information presented in the Curriculum Framework.

Each unit and topic in this Curriculum Guide is derived from the VDOE Standards of Learning. The format of the Curriculum Guide facilitates teacher
planning by identifying the key questions, concepts, knowledge, and skills that should be the focus of instruction for each standard. The curriculum
document is divided into eleven rows of content: Standard, Key Concepts, Essential Knowledge and Practices, Enduring Understandings, Essential
Questions, Academic Vocabulary (Tier 2 and 3), | Can Statements, Texts and Resources, Manipulatives, Misconceptions, Performance Task/Cross
Curriculum, Gifted/Enrichment Activities, WIDA English Language Development Standards, and ESOL & SPED Strategies.

Standard:
The overarching standard.

Substandard:
The detail standards connected to the overarching standard

Essential Knowledge and Skills:
This section provides a detailed expansion of the mathematics knowledge and skills that each student should know and be able to demonstrate. This is not
meant to be an exhaustive list of student expectations.

Blooms & Question Stems:
The cognitive level that is needed to reach mastery of the overarching standard, substandard, and/or essential knowledge and skill. What students must

be able to do with what they know.

Essential Questions:



Questions that identify key concepts, ideas, and relationships that all students should be able to grasp in order to demonstrate an understanding of the
standard.

Academic Vocabulary (Tier 2 and 3):
This is the key vocabulary that is essential to the instruction of the new concepts and skills in the standard.

| Can Statements:
This is the learning target for the standard.

Texts & Resources:
This is a list of all text, textbook pages, links, games, activities, online interactives, and other resources that are aligned to the standard to be used for
planning and instruction.

Manipulatives/Materials Needed:
This is a list of all hands-on resources that could be used during the planning and instruction of the standard.

Performance Tasks/Cross-Curriculum:
This is any learning activity or assessment that asks students to perform to demonstrate their knowledge, understanding, and proficiency. Performance
tasks yield a tangible product and/or performance that serve as evidence of learning.

Gifted/Enrichment Activities
These are activities and interactive resources that extend learning and challenge students to use old concepts in new ways, while bringing new ideas to
light.

WIDA English Language Development Standards:
This is the social, instructional, and academic language that students need to engage with peers, educators, and the curriculum in schools.

ESOL & SPED Strategies:
These are strategies that help meet all the needs and demands of our ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) and SPED (Special-Needs
Education) students.



2018 Virginia Science Standards of Learning Curriculum Framework

The 2018 Virginia Science Standards of Learning Curriculum Framework amplifies the Science Standards of Learning for Virginia Public Schools (SOL)
and defines the content knowledge, skills, and understandings that provide a foundation in science concepts and practices. The framework provides
additional guidance to school divisions and their teachers as they develop an instructional program appropriate for their students. It assists teachers as
they plan their lessons by identifying enduring understandings and defining the essential science and engineering practices students need to master. This
framework delineates in greater specificity the minimum content requirements that all teachers should teach and all students should learn.

Each topic in the framework is developed around the SOL. The format of the framework facilitates teacher planning by identifying the enduring
understandings and the scientific and engineering practices that should be the focus of instruction for each standard. The categories of scientific and
engineering practices appear across all grade levels and content areas. Those categories are: asking questions and defining problems; planning and
carrying out investigations; interpreting, analyzing, and evaluating data; constructing and critiquing conclusions and explanations; developing and using
models; and obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. These science and engineering practices are embedded in instruction to support the
development and application of science content.

Science and Engineering Practices

Science utilizes observation and experimentation along with existing scientific knowledge, mathematics, and engineering technologies to answer questions
about the natural world. Engineering employs existing scientific knowledge, mathematics, and technology to create, design, and develop new devices,
objects, or technology to meet the needs of society. By utilizing both scientific and engineering practices in the science classroom, students develop a
deeper understanding and competence with techniques at the heart of each discipline.

Engineering Design Practices

Engineering design practices are similar to those used in an inquiry cycle; both use a system of problem solving and testing to come to a conclusion.
However, unlike the inquiry cycle in which students ask a question and use the scientific method to answer it, in the engineering and design process,
students use existing scientific knowledge to solve a problem. Both include research and experimentation; however, the engineering design process has a
goal of solving a societal problem and may have multiple solutions. More information on the engineering and design process can be found at
https://www.eie.org/overview/engineering-design-process.

BRAINSTORM

_@

COMMUNICATE
v


https://www.eie.org/overview/engineering-design-process

The Engineering Design Process:
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Define: Define the problem, ask a question
Imagine: Brainstorm possible solutions
Research: Research the problem to determine the feasibility of possible solutions
Plan: Plan a device/model to address the problem or answer the question
Build: Build a device/model to address the problem or answer the question
Test: Test the device/model in a series of trials
a) Does the design meet the criteria and constraints defined in the problem?
i Yes? Go to Share (#8)
ii. No? Go to Improve (#7)
Improve: Using the results of the test, brainstorm improvements to the device/model; return to #3
Share: Communicate your results to stakeholders and the public

Computational Thinking

The term computational thinking is used throughout this framework. Computational thinking is a way of solving problems that involves logically organizing
and classifying data and using a series of steps (algorithms). Computational thinking is an integral part of Virginia’s computer science standards and is
explained as such in the Computer Science Standards of Learning:

Computational thinking is an approach to solving problems that can be implemented with a computer. It involves the use of concepts, such as abstraction,
recursion, and iteration, to process and analyze data, and to create real and virtual artifacts. Computational thinking practices such as abstraction,
modeling, and decomposition connect with computer science concepts such as algorithms, automation, and data visualization. [Computer Science
Teachers Association & Association for Computing Machinery]

Students engage in computational thinking in the science classroom when using both inquiry and the engineering design process. Computational thinking
is used in laboratory experiences as students develop and follow procedures to conduct an investigation.

VDOE Science Instructional R
ESS Sample Lesson Plans — align instruction with the 2018 Science SOL by providing examples of how the knowledge, skills and processes found
in the SOL and curriculum framework can be presented to students in the classroom.
Science and Engineering Progression: K-12 (Word) — The Science and Engineering Practices Progression chart identifies grade level expectations
for each of the six practices as students progress through school.
VDOE Safety in Science Teaching (2023) (Word)
VDOE Common Rubrics
o Scientific Investigation Common Rubric (Grades 3-5)
o Design Challenge Common Rubric (Grades 3-5)
o mpl ientific Investigation Student Rubri r -
VDOE GRADE 5 SOL BLUEPRINT (4/5 Content)
Planning Effective and Engaging Science Unit Plans- Step-by-Step Guide for Instructional Designers and Facilitators
From Standards to Soil: How to Make Your School Garden a Living Lab- School gardens provide rich, authentic contexts for students to engage
deeply with science concepts, practice inquiry skills, and see their learning come alive—literally.

5th Grade Introduction w/ Oceans 4th Grade Science SEP Review Lesson- Materials Link



https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/science/instructional-resources
https://goopenva.org/search?batch_size=20&sort_by=search&view_mode=summary&f.search=SIP&f.va_alignment_standard=24&f.sublevel=middle-school&f.general_subject=science&f.va_alignment_grade=6=science&f.sublevel=middle-school&f.alignment_standard=dards_docs/science/2010/lesson_plans/index.shtml
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/16178/638036093855600000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/45531/638224959916130000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/20646/638043635512370000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/20656/638043635762970000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/20652/638043635522370000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30010/638046452519800000
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e7ASc76NpGm3OF66ljonU7f5Pno9Vede90FjyC94h2k/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mu07bMM-xga8hL_bBtmuOwo_Far2SrAauBl7yLzWAtY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.qgayqdlas53u
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gauGZ7NkmXsbJQCY-3TT86EnKYr2EmIsdsWhtSOnp9M/edit?tab=t.0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1H-DfNweIR2WXCp9m1T8w9raWXq23rEaa

SCOPE & SEQUENCE

2025 - 2026 Science and Social Studies Year at a Glance

PETERSBURG CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

% Social Studies Unit Titles are in Gray (Based on 2023 Standards)
% Science Unit Titles are in White

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4
August 19 - October 22 October 23 - January 16 January 21 - March 21 March 24 - May 30
45 Days 46 Days 44 Days 44 Days
SOL Instructional Focus Days SOL Instructional Focus Days SOL Instructional Focus DEVE] Instructional Focus
USI1 dass d:s 2 3 days]
a-b |Introduction to Geography 8/135/9- 5.3 Force and Motion 10/;/2_ 59 Energy days 4.7 Oceans 3/233_/3
VS.1 Procedures Unit Continues from Q1 ) Continues from Q2 1716-1] Continued from Q3
8/28 10/24 125
a-c 120
9 9 5 10
days [VS.2 American Indian Language days | VS.4 days days
5.7 Matter 9/2-9/] a-e guag 10/274{ c-d | Transatlantic Slave Trade y 4.4 Weather y
12 Groups 1177 lusi 54 1/21-1 3/26-4
' 127 /16
usl.2 da5ys d:a?/s 7 5 days
a-b Archaeology in North 5.5 Sound . days 4/17-4
VS .2 America 9/15- 56 Liah 11/10-] 5.9 Conservation of Energy 1/28-2 4.5 Planets /23
9/19 Lignt 11/21 6
8 10 5 5 days
4.2 Plants days days lys1.3 1  Interaction with Native | days 4127-5
' N 9/22-| 5.4 | Electricity and Magnetism [12/1-1 ) , 46 Earth. Moon, and Sun
4.8 |Virginia Natural Resources VS.3d Americans 2/9-2/ "
10/1 2/12 13
8
5 |VS.3 5 days dios
4.3 Ecosystems days| a-b European Colonization days Black History of Petersburgf2/18-2 SOL Science Review y
5/4-5/
10/2-|USI.3 12/15- 127 29
10/10] a 12/19



https://docs.google.com/document/d/10dVTvzNaoRlgGBgCNA2KHbyEX28wwA3j8qew45mgXLI/edit#bookmark=id.id3j30750l1z
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gauGZ7NkmXsbJQCY-3TT86EnKYr2EmIsdsWhtSOnp9M/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OdT80rQW1vkE1M8bIMsdg-gUvn5Fd5IP6EXF5BXS99M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16mNXrMb4BzP9ekpv80tYCa-8pRJOJK125vwzb_6vlyI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QRrA2TukQeTFiPf126Jy7Y5NkxwSouTI8AfOUmVyZwk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ttaSU-iYNHXL2OW5LkKVaI7Vznx_-MztazMTXKBRyd4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fiCBdYw8cQ0fXe-T5HlaUWRu3mPYX1wEMP0Gj-ohQHc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10dVTvzNaoRlgGBgCNA2KHbyEX28wwA3j8qew45mgXLI/edit#bookmark=id.934pikzftjyb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10dVTvzNaoRlgGBgCNA2KHbyEX28wwA3j8qew45mgXLI/edit#bookmark=id.934pikzftjyb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zr5yyEG6IeRc9Z0XK0KnUsUwpJ-Xuo4qVQS402PE9zE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q0krXwgOA0uvk6_gX8tywsbpupfatPsy6MEd_wonYng/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qup8WHqsCmQVbDnCI9WSqbgEHG3sqY_1tH0-0PnoWvI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gWkiSIu6ogUZyi_C35-cYJNswl06PlCTrnTtBO9qXcQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wXYOA6IoVSc_rB305MFT09yra9ZNlMbvkFqRqRPq4WY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17GoJkIP2UhGPmiJDV4IRP4kH8NEXgsV1yVyRYMFpNb0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N12_j66Wttx4t2-NPgmoxRrl39CZd0sigrdtTyFA-Ko/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XmU15p1aB4_lZiRzULGr-hIzIgBnsC0M6BNYK0sXRGU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GKyApQm0Lx7GPrEkj00dmntvcypezIewgjHd26WC74A/edit?usp=sharing

SCOPE & SEQUENCE

2025 - 2026 Science and Social Studies Year at a Glance

PETERSBURG CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

% Social Studies Unit Titles are in Gray (Based on 2023 Standards)
% Science Unit Titles are in White

Quarter 1
August 19 - October 22
45 Days

Days

SOL Instructional Focus

SOL

Quarter 2
October 23 - January 16
46 Days

Instructional Focus

Days

SOL

Quarter 3
January 21 - March 21
44 Days

Instructional Focus

DEVE]

SOL

Quarter 4
March 24 - May 30
44 Days

Instructional Focus

7
days 8 10
Force and Motion 10/13 Energy days days
5.3 ) . .
Continues to Q2 -10/2 52 Continued to Q3 1/12-1 58 Earth and Rocks 3/2-3/
1 /15 13
5
47 Oceans days
’ Continues in Q4 3/16-3}
120

K-5 Daily Weather Reference Document

* Daily Weather should be included as a daily class discussion since students need to measure and observe the weather during each season and different types of storms.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OdT80rQW1vkE1M8bIMsdg-gUvn5Fd5IP6EXF5BXS99M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16mNXrMb4BzP9ekpv80tYCa-8pRJOJK125vwzb_6vlyI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vTytQiuJUycT51tGD-6TV5XWB1OCaZCdsZM2_cSdsm0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QRrA2TukQeTFiPf126Jy7Y5NkxwSouTI8AfOUmVyZwk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jaNCn1IAXLekuLemIsw3tIV9IBRrLg6kiWCtgRbA3LM/edit?usp=sharing

