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G/T Enrichment & Extension Made Easy for Remote Learning 
 
As you begin to design remote learning opportunities, it will be best to keep it simple when thinking about how 
you will accomodate gifted and talented students, as well as any other child ready for more challenges. I am 
recommending that you focus your thinking on one of three main resources/strategies per learning opportunity: 
 

1.​ Thinking Triangles with the Four Levels of Questioning 
2.​ Depth and Complexity and the Content Imperative 
3.​ The Four Parallels 

 
All of these resources focus on questioning and are not tech-heavy by design. 
 
Each of these concepts is discussed in some depth in the following video for Texas Lesson Study: 
 

 
http://bit.ly/GTTLS20  

 

Thinking Triangles w/ 4 Levels of ?ing 

 
If you would like to incorporate a thinking triangle, you can find a blank template here. 
 
A very basic triangle would go something like this (Math): 
 
Memory: What are the basic types of triangles? 
Convergent: What do all triangles have in common? How are they different? 
Evaluative: What is the best type of triangle to make a strong structure? Why? 
Speculative: What if triangles didn’t exist? How would architecture change? Chemistry? Biology? 
 
The point is not the triangle, but the levels of questioning. An on-level, TEKS-based learning opportunity should 
definitely cover Memory- and Convergent-type questions. You can advance your learning opportunity by 
making sure that students have lots of Evaluative- and Speculative-type questions to ponder. You may even 
ask them to generate some themselves. 
 
To read more about the four levels of questioning, see Ian Byrd’s discussion. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLHATXnVDRA&t=113s
http://bit.ly/GTTLS20
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OYeWe6mzAgxwuNXu1E6BkXXi5fLYC37XeiXIrWTM8VM/edit#slide=id.p
https://www.byrdseed.com/questions-02/
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Depth & Complexity + Content Imperatives 

 
Depth and Complexity is more… deep and complex. I would recommend focusing one only 2-3 icons or 
imperatives for each learning opportunity you produce. The icons and imperatives are not content, but a way of 
approaching content linked to specific thinking skills. Here is a one-pager that gives you a rundown or each of 
the icons with definitions, keywords, and a sample question: 
 

 
http://bit.ly/GTDCR11  

 
To complete your G/T-focused portion of the learning opportunity design using the icons I would recommend 
approaching it like this: 
 

TEK Icon(s) or Imperative(s) Questioning 

What is the on-level standard? What lenses do I want my 
students to approach this content 
with? 

What questions can I formulate 
based on the icons for my 
students to ponder? 

KSS(b)(2)(B) 
Identify contributions of patriots 
and good citizens who have 
shaped the community. 
 

 

 

Ethics: What is the most 
important requirement of “good” 
citizenship? What makes a “bad” 
citizen. Who gets to decide? Can 
“patriotism” be used for evil? 

 
Here are some more example questions. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N9WypgGsgTamVxgYueRiAQFQCRVbEc2ANW1Jtnd1HCQ/edit?usp=sharing
http://bit.ly/GTDCR11
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EzA4I7MHWqyuntIXJdbWkVOfY4To2qYPD_4wVzbwYhg/edit?usp=sharing
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It is best to explicitly incorporate the icons into the learning opportunities you’re designing. You can find free 
high-quality versions of them here. Again, only focus on a few icons per learning opportunity and write just a 
few questions based on each. 
 
As you are writing questions try to make sure that you are connecting the icon also to a higher-level thinking 
verb. Here’s what that would look like using the multiple perspectives icon: 
 

Non-Example Better Example 

 
Describe the multiple perspectives on ___. 

 
Which of the multiple perspectives on ___ has the 
weakest evidence? 

 
Other Depth and Complexity resources can be found at the following links: 
 
Clint’s Resource Folder - bit.ly/RodGTResources (there is a lot in here, don’t get overwhelmed) 
Envision Gifted - envisiongifted.com 
Ian Byrd - https://www.byrdseed.com/introducing-depth-and-complexity/ 
Lisa Van Gemert - http://www.giftedguru.com/free-downloads/ (has editable frames) 
 

The 4 Parallels 

 
The 4 Parallels function much in much the same way that the icons do, as a way of approaching content 
advanced thinking skills. Here is a more involved cheat sheet. 
 
Please note that the first parallel (the core) will be addressed already in your main design as the core IS the 
standards. Then you would select one to three of the other parallels (connections, practice, identity) to address 
with students. A very basic subject-cycle looks like this: 
 

Core Connections Practice Identity 

The Science TEKS ●​ How does 
science impact 
art? 

●​ How are science 
and math 
connected? 

●​ How has science 
shaped history? 

●​ What do 
scientists do? 

●​ What vocabulary 
do scientists use? 

●​ What education 
do scientists 
need? 

●​ How does 
science impact 
me and my 
community? 

●​ How can science 
be used to 
improve the 
world? 

●​ Are some types 
of science 
immoral? 

https://www.jtayloreducation.com/free-downloadable-icons/
http://bit.ly/RodGTResources
http://envisiongifted.com
https://www.byrdseed.com/introducing-depth-and-complexity/
http://www.giftedguru.com/free-downloads/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B-OGJBDgWqkbmqH4FFxaujUVSiDuPGRM/view?usp=sharing


4 
 
Here are some more specific examples of what these types of questions would look like (they are also in the 
video). 
 

Choose Your Own Adventure 

 
You are absolutely allowed to use other resources and strategies. If you do, here are some things to keep in 
mind… 
 
Is my learning opportunity helping move students along the continuum from “novice” to “eminence”? 
 

1.​ What do I know? 
2.​ How do I know that I know it? 
3.​ What do others know? 
4.​ What can I do with what I know? 
5.​ What should I do with what I know? 

BEGINNER     →     NOVICE     →     PRACTITIONER     →     EXPERT     →     EMINENT 
 

Is my learning opportunity allowing for flexibility in some of the following domains? 
 

 
Ian Byrd’s Differentiator can also be a big help when designing activities! 
 
Thanks for all your hard work. If you have questions or need help/a thinking partner… 
 
Email: crodriguez@esc11.net 
Cell: 817.939.4190  
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1l0D6V0TZ2D2cnpsbQafMxIcQrKbpFNDH8KDSjnrKcYI/edit?usp=sharing
https://byrdseed.com/differentiator/
mailto:crodriguez@esc11.net
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