How to introduce a new cat to your current cat(s)

When you adopt a new cat, use these 5 tips to help the introduction go smoothly:

1. Before you bring a new cat home, prepare a room where the newcomer can be comfortable
and separate from your other cats. Ensure the room has a litter box, water and food
containers, a comfortable place to relax and toys. Keep the door to this room shut for a day
or so to allow your new furry friend to get used to being in a new place. This will also allow
your existing cats to smell around the door and get used to the idea of a new cat in the
house.

2. Periodically switch out a blanket or pillow in the room where the new cat is being kept
with one from another room of your home. This will allow all cats to smell each other and get
used to the others’ scents.

3. Slowly start allowing the new cat and your other cat(s) to see each other using a baby gate
or other similar device, which will keep them separate and allow you to supervise their
interactions. Praise the cats when they are being curious about one another (try using treats,
a favorite toy or petting) to help them realize that their new friend is a wonderful thing and
not a threat.

4. When all cats seem comfortable with each other, try allowing them to meet without the
baby gate, but only under your supervision. Again, use treats (praise, petting, toys or treats)
to reinforce how great it is to have a new friend in the house.

5. When they all seem to be getting along well under your supervision, allow the new cat to
come out and explore your whole house without supervision.

When introducing a new cat, sometimes it can take a little while for everyone, including you,
to adjust. Just remember to be patient, and, before you know it, your new cat will be playing
with your existing cat(s) as if they've always been buddies.

(Source: www.catalystcouncil.org)
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