Eioaywyn (Introduction)
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It is part of the Indo-European language family, but belongs in its own branch.
Unlike English it doesn’t have any major sister languages!

Native Speakers: ~12 million
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Heritage Language in countries all over the world!
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Dialects: All are declining with each having varying revitalization efforts.

Sidenote!: Modern Greek has been in a state of Diglossia since the creation of the
Greek state up to the 1980’s, so you will find various archaic looking phrases and
constructions.

In the early level of your studies you may find some weird things going on, but
worry not, since you can blame Katharevousa for most of them.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language_question
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katharevousa

To EAAnviko AAgapBnro (The Greek Alphabet)

Letters | Pronunciation Name Letters | Pronunciation Name
Aa | /a/ aAa N v In/ vl
BB | /v/ BNTa S [ks/ &l
ry | /ylli] beforee,i |yapa Oo Lo/ OHIKpOV
AS | /3] SénTa nm Ipl/ it
Ee | /el EPIAoV Pp [r] po
ZT /z/ nTa Sog |/s/ olypa
Hn | /il nTa Tt | [t/ Tau
66 |/6/ enTa Yu lil UWIAov
I Lil ylwTo (OX0) [t/ (6]
K K [k/, [c] before e,i | kama XX Ix/,[c] before e,i | xt
AN L Aapda Yy Ips/ Pt
My | /m/ ut Qw lo/ wHEYQ



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Near-open_central_vowel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_velar_fricative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_palatal_fricative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mid_back_rounded_vowel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_dental_fricative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mid_front_unrounded_vowel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Close_front_unrounded_vowel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_dental_fricative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Close_front_unrounded_vowel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Close_front_unrounded_vowel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_palatal_plosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_velar_fricative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_palatal_fricative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mid_back_rounded_vowel

Digraph | Pronunciation

YY /gl ,[1] before e,i* (1)

YK /g/,[1] before e,i

i /b/

VT /d/

¢ ldz]

YX Inx/

v ef/ev depending on
next consonant

av af/av depending on
next consonant

&l lil

ol lil

al le/

ou Ju/

Digraph | Pronunciation



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_palatal_plosive#Post-palatal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_palatal_plosive#Post-palatal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_alveolar_affricate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Close_front_unrounded_vowel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Close_front_unrounded_vowel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mid_front_unrounded_vowel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Close_back_rounded_vowel
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Stress is marked with a little diagonal line above the vowel. It shows which vowel of the
word is the loud one.

All words must have a stress mark, unless they only have one syllable.

To include it in a vowel press the ; key and then the vowel.

Digraphs are stressed on their second part.

Avayvwon(Reading):

VEPO - water
moudi - kid
pmopmag - dad
HOPG - mum
val - yes

OXl - no

BiBAio - book
gipat - (1) am
auTo - this
Evpwmn - Europe
BaAacoa - sea

EmmAov Aetopépeieg(Additional Information):

1) Sometimes in compound words the digraph yy is used to represent the /ny/
sound instead of /g/. For example in the word €yypawo. So in this case the
second gamma keeps the original pronunciation from the Alphabet /y/,
while the first gamma becomes this back n sound like at the end of the word
“sing”.

2) You can break digraphs by adding a diaeresis above the second letter. For
example to say /ai/ you have to write ai. You can do this by pressing shift+;
and the vowel of your choice.



There are thus a few things you can do with digraphs that |
will summarize here.
- Normal digraphs pronounced as shown in the table:
i)Not stressed: ai, €u etc
ii)Stressed(always on the second letter): ai, U etc.
- Broken digraphs:
i)Not stressed: af,ol etc:
ii)Stressed broken digraphs can be stressed in the first
or second letter.
If stressed on the first letter ': ai,€vu etc.
If stressed on the second letter % ol etc.

3) The consonants /d/ /b/ and /g/ may variantly be pronounced with a bit of
an n or m before them. So you may occasionally hear /nd/ instead of /d/,
/mb/ instead of /b/ and /ng/ instead of /g/

4) Summarized the Vowels are:

/al - a

el - €

/il -tnuelol
/o] -ow

/ul - ou

AmAec ®paoeig(Basic Phrases)

rela
Hello/Bye(informal)
€l oov
fela oog Hello/Bye(formal or plural)
EuxaploTtw Thank you

' You don’t need to write the diaeresis since there is no way it can be a normal digraph to begin with,
as they only ever take stress on the second part
2 The diaeresis here is added along the stress mark (to do this press Alt Gr+; and the vowel)



T€ EVXOPIOTW

Thank you(mildly polite)

T0G EUXOPIOTW

Thank you(formal or plural)

NopoKoAW You're welcome

rela pog Cheers(toast when drinking)
KoAwonpbeg Welcome(when welcoming one home)
KoAwaonpOarte Welcome(formal or plural)

KoAwg oag Bprka

™ Answer to the above "

Tt KAVEIG; How are you?

TU KOVETE; How are you(plural or formal)
Nwg o€ AEve; What's your name?

Me AEve ... My name is...

Amo mou sioa;

Where are you from?

Eipat oo .... | am from...

KoAnpepa Good morning
KaAnomépa Good evening/afternoon
KoaAnvuyta Good night

suyvwpn (often written Suyyvwpn) Sorry

3 ayomow | love you

BonOeia! Help!




Aoknoeig(Exercises)

1)Mpaye To OVOPG GoU oTa EAANVIKA. - Write your name in Greek
2)A1aBaoe Ta TopoKAaTw - Read the following:

Tt KAvelg; Eyw eipat TOAU KaAa.

How are you? | am very good.

O O¢&iog pou gival oTPOTIWTNG.

My uncle is a soldier.

Eivat oAU peyaAn.

She is very big.

Nnote Ba €pOelg;

When will you come?

O&Aw va oou d&€ifw To oTiTI pou.

| want to show you my house.

Ayopaoa pio KavoUpylo KopEKAQ.

| bought a new chair.

AmévavTi gival o (olpvog.

The bakery is across the street.

APNRVW XPNHUOTA TIGVW OTO YPAPEIO HOU.

| leave money on my desk.

Mnyég(Resources)

Learning Modern Greek discord server's resources channel: https://discordapp.com/invite /nZQu3f5

Random papers and books on Modern Greek:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13dipp3rEuUQSEHEYmeGM5Z5awwm5FgF172usp=sharing



https://discordapp.com/invite/nZQu3f5
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13dipp3rEuQSEHEYmeGM5Z5awwm5FqF17?usp=sharing
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