
Karl Franklin 
karl_franklin@sil.org, Skype: karljamesfranklin 

Degrees 

●​ Ph.D., Linguistics, Australian 
National University, 1969 

●​ M.A., Linguistics, Cornell University, 
1965 

●​ B.A., Psychology, The King's 
College, 1954 

Areas of specialization 

●​ Papuan linguistics, in particular the 
Kewa language and culture 

●​ The Engan language family (Kewa, 
Wiru, Sau, Mendi, Huli, Ipili, Bisorio, 
Lembena) 

●​ Pidgins and creoles 
●​ Semantics and metaphor 
●​ Orality 

Positions and other experience 

●​ Senior Anthropology Consultant, SIL 
International, 2012–2016, 2017– 

●​ Adjunct Professor of Linguistics, 
Graduate Institute of Applied 
Linguistics (GIAL), 2005– 

●​ Consulting Editor, SIL Electronic 
Survey Reports, 2002– 

●​ International Anthropology 
Consultant, 1984–1986 and 
2006–2011 

●​ Editorial advisor, Pacific Linguistics, 
1985–2010 

●​ Adjunct Professor of Linguistics, 
University of Texas at Arlington 
(UTA), 1996–2005 

●​ Fieldwork, SIL Papua New Guinea 
Branch, 1958–1990 and 2002–2004 

 
 
Public profiles 

●​ Google Scholar profile 
●​ SIL bibliography page 
●​ SIL bio page 
●​ Personal website 
●​ ResearchGate 
●​ Biography in his festschrift 

Pike Center 

●​ My personal call to scholarship 
●​ My habits of scholarship 

(forthcoming) 
●​ My vision for scholarship 

(forthcoming) 

 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=K8ymfEsAAAAJ&view_op=list_works
https://www.sil.org/resources/search/contributor/franklin-karl-j
https://www.sil.org/biography/karl-franklin
http://www.karlfranklin.com/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Karl_Franklin
https://www.academia.edu/28895265/Karl_J_Franklin_-_His_Story
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-YTBwt2_eu6BhDHSqJkrdir58WV_YZfd


●​ Vice President for Academic Affairs, 
SIL International, 1996–2001 

●​ International Training Coordinator, 
1994–1996 

●​ Director, South Pacific SIL, Australia, 
1991–1994 

●​ International Linguistics Consultant, 
1976–1994 

●​ Editor, Language and Linguistics in 
Melanesia, 1987–1990 

●​ Anthropology Consultant, SIL Papua 
New Guinea Branch, 1964–1990 

●​ Grammar Consultant, SIL Papua 
New Guinea Branch, 1964–1990 

●​ Director, Technical Studies 
Department, SIL Papua New Guinea 
Branch, 1987 

●​ International Anthropology 
Coordinator, 1984–1986 

●​ Adjunct Associate Professor of 
Linguistics, UTA, 1979–1985 

●​ Director, SIL Papua New Guinea 
Branch, 1973–1976 and 1980–1982 

●​ International Linguistics Coordinator, 
1976–1979 

 

Scholarly activities 
The table below has a row for each year in which this person has been involved with the Pike 
Center. It lists activities that demonstrate their engagement with the scholarly community. 
 

  Publication steps completed  Other scholarly activities 

 2019 
●​ First 
●​ Second 
●​ etc. 

●​ First 
●​ Second 
●​ etc. 
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