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14. English Summary

The purpose of this work is to investigate and summarize the ethical issues
involved in the sins described in The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs
(hereinafter: ' The Testaments').

My desire to investigate this book stems from my interest in the Qumran
Scrolls, in which some fragments of copies of The Testaments were found
among the cached scrolls. Alongside this, the field of ancient morality
fascinates me, and this is the main theme in The Testaments.

The research tools | used were comprised of interpretations and studies of
The Testaments and of ancient morality generally. | compiled these into topics
and chapters, in which | reviewed comparisons with related literatures — the
Hebrew Bible, Early Christianity, Talmudic, and some Ancient Greek texts.

Although the Hebrew Bible does not hide the sins of its heroes, neither does it
specify the process of their repentance (which entails confession and a
commitment not to repeat the sin), in the cases when they do indeed repent. In
particular the Bible does not expand on the morals violated by that sin. On the
other hand, The Testaments lay out a broad moral theory that is not to be found
in thematic order in the related literature, except for Ben Sira's book, whose
method is different. The chosen heroes of the Hebrew Bible are praiseworthy
in spite of their sins, and in early post-biblical literature it was unacceptable to
criticize the Patriarchs. Nevertheless, in the text of The Testaments, the sons
of Jacob criticize themselves in the process of their personal confessions and
repentance for their sins, though it is clear that they avoid criticizing their
brothers.

The Testaments demonstrates that the concept of a moral life preceded the
Torah of Israel given at Mount Sinai. That is, the perspective on the law
(Nomos) in The Testaments is that of the sons of Jacob, as a book written
before the giving of the Torah. Therefore, the sons of Jacob were not
supposed to have information about the mitzvot or the official law given at the



time of receiving the Torah. Correspondingly, it is evident that most of the
expounding in The Testaments is about moral topics or mitzvot that the Torah
did not expand on (although it is possible that most of the reasons for the
mitzvot found in the Torah of Moses, though they are not explicitly specified,
direct a person to such moral values). While many of the Torah
commandments are apparently not suitable for the nature of modern life, the
morals in The Testaments are still relevant and come from the idea of 'Derech
Eretz Kadma Le Torah.' These morals come from inner, personal revelations
found in the repentance process, or from a level of prophecy, or from the
inherited traditions known by the Patriarchs - when the sons of Jacob mention
the morals that Enoch son of Jared and his great-grandson Noah also handed
down, and this is before the election of the Patriarchs and the people of Israel.
This corresponds to the apocrypha of these ancestors, whose books have
also been found or referred to among the Dead Sea Scrolls.

It is possible thatThe Testaments' disregard for and pre-dating of the Torah of
Moses imply that the text is aimed at universal morality, similar to the
apocrypha that are, as already mentioned, cited in The Testaments - Enoch and
Noah. A consequence of this is thatThe Testaments and the New Testament
have similar characteristics in their relationship (or lack thereof) to the Torah
of Moses, especially in the area of the moral commandments between man
and his fellow man. It is also possible that The Testaments are the source of the
principle behind the two greatest commandments in Christianity the principle
of love of evil is emphasized in The Testaments, as it expands on Joseph
forgiving his brother, and thus The Testaments seeks to teach the reader that
he must forgive the sins of his brothers and sisters. The inner message in The
Testaments is that it is better for a person to be assiduous about the
relationship with his fellow, rather than with G-d, thereby de-emphasizing the
importance of man's moral conduct toward The Almighty and focusing it
rather toward flesh and blood. It is possible that The Testaments implies that
even those who observe the mitzvot that are between man and G-d may
commit major sins.

The morals in The Testaments are close to the morals in the Hebrew Bible, and
in particular the Book of Proverbs, while the descriptions of the stories in The
Testaments are closer to the Book of Jubilees. However, moral sayings are
inherently very imaginative, and the style of The Testaments has unique



elements, especially in the frequency and nature of its mentioning of angels
and spirits, which creatures have a strong impact on man. At the height of the
tools and advice that The Testaments brings for the overcoming of challenges
is the acceptance of God's good spirit.

In view of the many recommendations for moral conduct in the text, the
question arises as to how much time should be devoted to the study of Torah
and morals, according to The Testaments. Although The Testaments do not
explicitly state how much time the patriarchs devoted to study, it seems that
some of them were innately blameless, devoting most of their days to tedious
manual labor. Others of the Patriarchs emphasized the teaching of wisdom as
an important and blessed value, and later, the sectarian Qumran Scrolls
already detailed laws with set times for study.

According to The Testaments, there are various spirits that can enter the
organs of the human body, the features of his mind and soul, and his thoughts
and feelings, and of course have a substantial effect on his character and
behavior. If a person manages to keep their thoughts pure, this signifies that
he has overcome the evil spirits. According to The Testaments, the manner of
influence of these spirits is broad and vast. Compared to the Bible’s treatment
of this topic, The Testaments presents high demands on a person’s mental
fortitude to face and escape from the jaws of the demon Blial, to the point that
it seems that the direct influence and intervention of God is secondary.
However, the intent is that deliverance from the jaws of the devil's spirits is
achieved through drawing closer to God, combined with the strength of strict
adherence to ways of purity, prayer and contentment, both as a constant way
of life, and during the stage of repentance and acceptance of punishment
(which is detailed for the first time in the story of Jacob's sons).

Below are the main findings regarding moral behavior:

The sins of incest and sexual immorality are the most serious, which can
topple great men, or, to the contrary make them great if they can resist these
sins, as Joseph did. It begins with the lust of the eyes, and wine magnifies it.
The sin of pride manifests itself in actions, words or thoughts, and if a proud
spirit leads one to castigate his fellow, that same spirit comes back to punish
him by causing him to sin in sexual immorality (and perhaps in other sins as



well). If a person succeeds in controlling an impure thought, then the demonic
spirit cannot incite a him, while women are more easily influened by sexual
immorality. A man must wait for God to send him a wife, and reserve sexuality
for the bearing of children.

Shimon Gad and Dan detail the background to their sin in their jealousy and
hatred of Joseph, and explain how the evil instinct took over their thinking,
inciting them to kill him. This is the worst instinct in humans. Worry leads to
anger (therefore one should not worry), and anger leads to hatred, takes over
and misleads a person's thinking, causes him to lose his wisdom and allows
him to rationalize his limited and mistaken way of thinking.

The way to deal with these evil spirits is to love one’s fellow and forgive the
friend's mistakes and sins; These are the noble ways of man. Hate must be
kept away from the heart, one should speak pleasantly, avoid shaming people
even if they caused you to suffer, and it is permissible to tell a lie for this
purpose ('a white lie'). Pure and good thoughts leads to good deeds, while a
sin in thought does not need to be acted upon.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ksC99xugcSAMYF_ZnyQ51AcWIlaTxwhv
6/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=102099893250266577247 &rtpof=true&sd=true

https://www.deadseascrolls.co.il/articles/136-ethics
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