Contemporary Issues in Sports

Purpose — Contemporary Issues in Sports is a seminar style class for juniors and

seniors. Students will be actively engaged in this discussion-centered class, which will simulate
a first-year college seminar experience. This class is designed to improve students’ critical
thinking, discussion, research, and writing skills in preparation for college.

Essential Questions — These questions will be the foundation of our study:
1. How have sports influenced your individual lives?
2. Does the culture of sport reflect or contradict society?

Course Objectives — Throughout this course, we will examine some, if not all, of the following
topics:

* Define how sports are connected with the major spheres of social life.

* Describe the relationship between competition and character.

* Define how sport can promote competitive, cooperative, and
individualistic reward structures.

* Understand class and race logic.

* Delineate weaknesses in high school sports and what could be improved.
* Know the pros and cons of being a three-sport high school athlete.

* Explain sport deviance and its evolution over the past fifty years.

* Understand Title IX and its implications.

* Assess the pros and cons of specialty academies for student-athletes.

* Recommend ideas on how current athletic programs can seek
improvements in sportsmanship.

* Research areas of interest in contemporary sports.

Grading —

Reaction Papers. ... ..o 40%
Panel Presentation..............cooiii 40%

Participation. ... 20%

Course Requirements —

1. Reaction Papers



Each Tuesday, four students will complete a reaction paper to a specific question
that surrounds the world of sports. The students will present their essays to the
class and lead discussion afterwards. Topics include race and gender logic, youth,
high school, and collegiate athletics, Title IX, and the impact of professional
sports on society.

2. Panel Presentations

Each Friday, four students will complete a project on topics consistent with
Tuesday reaction papers. Panel Presentations should last 20 minutes for each
individual or 80 minutes for the entire group. Presentations can include videos
and class activities and should include a brief discussion period at the end.

3. Participation

Students should be prepared to participate actively in the ongoing dialogue of the
class, especially during Wazzup Wednesdays. In order to participate, you need to
stay up on national, regional, and local sports. Your only homework should be to
read the sports page and to watch Sportscenter.

COURSE OUTLINE:
WEDNESDAYS: WAZZUP WEDNESDAY - SPORTS PAGE DISCUSSIONS

MONDAY’S — REACTION PAPERS THURSDAY’S PANEL PRESENTATIONS
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Buck St. Louis Cardinal’s
heal a nation - Should the | broadcaster
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Movie Week —Rebound Week Five : Sportsmanship
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