
Name of Course:  World Studies 
 

Course Overview:  

World Studies is the required ninth grade social studies course. This course takes a regional approach to world events and issues. Issues and skills addressed in 
this course include, but are not limited to, analysis of historical sources, American involvement in world affairs, the changing role of human rights, and the 
economic effects of world events. All units are designed to provide students a deeper understanding of how global issues/events have an impact of U.S. history, 
and how the U.S. has influenced world history. 
​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Primary Resource: Materials used in this course are primarily from Choices, curriculum developed by Brown University. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Common assessments in this course include unit honors challenge projects/presentations, socratic seminars, and end of the unit tests. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
* A special education version of this course is offered which incorporates appropriate modifications. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 

Unit of Study Essential Question(s) Content/Skill/Concept Instructional Strategies 

•China on the World Stage: Weighing 
the U.S. Response 
​ ​ ​  

•Analyze the effects of imperialism on 
China  
 
•Compare the political values of the 
Maoist era with those of Deng 
Xiaoping (today’s China)  
 
•Examine the modern history of US 
and China relations.  
 
•Analyze the issues that frame the 
current debate on US policy towards 

China’s early history (Qing Dynasty)  
China 1A and China 1B  
 
Communist China - China 2A and China 2B  
 
Modern China- China 3A and China 3B  

Hands on activities, map making, student seminar, 
student seminar reading, modified student seminar 
reading, direct instruction, note-taking templates, 
small group work, creative projects (propaganda 
posters, song/rap/poem writing, UDHR Articles 
Art), Capitalism game, various review activities, 
Juno comprehension questions, Juno prequiz, quiz 
and test, Quizlet, vocabulary cards for review, 
graphic organizers, seminar mindmap, picture ID 
reviews, summarizing lesson, summarizing 
notetaker, annotating lesson/practice, sentence 
combining lesson, sentence combining notetaker, 
propaganda reading summarizer 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tNOdH4wwTzr9XM2b8bTyHBdvMdtsJCCMmRqYJErjQuU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/199dTUsbETsZpOj9vlsXnGX8uH6v1pxH10l4IvdJEtjY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1o0NrASaDRajyYa4qBC2GNaP3rvvvZb45ZGSPwoqA6zE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yid8NAYWRr3IYQpf8Q6Sg6nBqGhbMc5GC_4S_pcMJ4M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1r2wZ7W0EYOu2kHkrIwjeGQwZjQh1CUeaUxz8CvjUzvs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OWJi1mE4DMippk5yRvCS6MB45L7QMOIBkFxBRnlum6s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qJWYhNamLayR37_2uAuE-XHJ1ATZzFAxRTCsFLTpSNs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iwbX3orakHfVoGG4QDwCyqVve716HMWv6fyVnTQN5O4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13R7BggVULblcuBJFh7qdx1aDMyKs0nZAOGn1FtsziTk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x8CsBK9AmGTXSCN0Q4-D_L3RBEIltrdxhTf4QLUj0cI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x8CsBK9AmGTXSCN0Q4-D_L3RBEIltrdxhTf4QLUj0cI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10G144JKrCcukcDSVt1VSBLhnqn3WYYUOgQOohBZeMAU/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RMDDoCwTRj5D7DbhXNey1go7eVZahI-NfVobJPBiWXQ/edit?ts=5be42cf2#slide=id.g1383e2a761_0_1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ovBhxqPkNjwhqf_tzBa328U5NiDuVzc0dGEQ3QLVB7A/edit#slide=id.p7
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ovBhxqPkNjwhqf_tzBa328U5NiDuVzc0dGEQ3QLVB7A/edit#slide=id.p7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xk18xBXxoG3uLfiuYcwf6vAobE2UuzsXjkBnyjlSpVI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xk18xBXxoG3uLfiuYcwf6vAobE2UuzsXjkBnyjlSpVI/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1B_PM5oVftOGSLstuiJNNm35_OJntXVTk4ZliW_AhUJY/edit#slide=id.g42aa970428_0_10
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bee8R6z7BB8y_LggUS5M9kaRyEWTRrslida_9EXxTAo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bee8R6z7BB8y_LggUS5M9kaRyEWTRrslida_9EXxTAo/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MfTzdYIWWbArNjrYOKxyyIrm8TGhnKZStCFgV4PHxqw/edit#slide=id.g3f9a59f790_2_0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yrWWu4lLw9iFKFGD5uQw9fUlfLFM0l82y479OXdT6Bc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yrWWu4lLw9iFKFGD5uQw9fUlfLFM0l82y479OXdT6Bc/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Y3k8Bk7gN3peyuJmP25faK6q-LEfI5poMnuGafa9YRU/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kmbLKLX1HdlIRYLLmAYJbkJvVhWW_zOe-sAi52SpqOo/edit#slide=id.g171d24b38a_2_64
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kmbLKLX1HdlIRYLLmAYJbkJvVhWW_zOe-sAi52SpqOo/edit#slide=id.g171d24b38a_2_64
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EgDiBiBpSPNZifwk71vma9bd5h0yCz7KYLbrl-VMuII/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P_F8Cmmn4fNSa9xBGK9MpXifxT7oyEsL4S6Y6dQeQBY/edit


China. 
​ ​ ​ ​
​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

•Colonialism in the Congo: Conquest, 
Conflict and Commerce 
​ ​ ​ ​
​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

•Examine the impact of colonialism on 
the Congo  
 
•Explain the major causes and effects 
of Congo’s independence. 
​ ​ ​  
•Analyze the major issues that 
challenge Congo today. 
​ ​ ​ ​
​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

•Congo’s early history (Pre- Colonial) 
 
•The Congo “Free” State  
 
•Modern Congo-1904 to Present 
​ ​ ​ ​
​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

Hands on activities, map making, student seminar, 
direct instruction, Scramble for Africa,  note-taking 
templates, small group work, creative projects 
(propaganda posters, song/rap/poem writing), 
various review activities, Juno comprehension 
questions, Juno prequiz, quiz and test, Quizlet, 
vocabulary cards for review, graphic organizers, 
mindmap, Twitter Assignment 

Caught Between Two Worlds: Mexico 
at a Crossroads 
 

•Analyze the impact of the Spanish 
Conquest of Mexico upon indigenous 
peoples and Mexican society.​
​ ​ ​ ​  

•Analyze the causes and effects of the 
Mexican Revolution 
 
•Explain the major issues surrounding 
current US-Mexico relations. 

Mexico’s beginnings  
 
•Consolidation of a nation  
 
•Mexico today 
 
 
​ ​ ​  

Hands on activities, map making, student seminar, 
direct instruction, note-taking templates, small 
group work, creative projects  (song/rap/poem 
writing), various review activities, Juno 
comprehension questions, Juno prequiz, quiz and 
test, Quizlet, vocabulary cards for review, graphic 
organizers, mindmap 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rWQlBZB7oQZ1P861WDPjHxPzpQnFREEMKGHcKMtIGzI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18MTnx0G_K2UxjO7osQGgA-9qwEcSff5LnB_-hQzjERY/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12lbaMdwTRDUvVyTUXEezwsnKQSDIfVAsmIKXKhA5VVs/edit?ts=58289cb3#slide=id.p


​ ​ ​  

 

 


