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The Internet Governance Forum (IGF) is a
global multistakeholder platform that
facilitates the discussion of public policy
issues pertaining to Internet governance.
The IGF was one of the most important
outcomes of the United Nations World
Summit on the Information Society
(WSIS), which requested the United
Nations Secretary-General to formally
convene the Forum on 18 July 2006 as a
multilateral, multistakeholder, democratic
and transparent platform for discussions
on Internet governance issues.
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Institutionally, the IGF is supported by the
IGF Secretariat, administered by the UN
Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (UN DESA), while the programme
of the annual IGF meeting is developed
upon advice from the IGF’s
Multistakeholder Advisory Group (MAG),
appointed annually by the
Secretary-General.
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So far, eighteen annual meetings of the
IGF have been hosted by various
governments. 1The 2024 annual meeting
of the IGF will be hosted by the
Government of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in Riyadh from 15 to 19 December
2024.2
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IGF is a process
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The IGF functions as a year-long process
including annual meetings and
intersessional activities. Each year, the IGF
annual meeting brings together
stakeholders from around the world to
discuss some of the most pressing Internet
governance issues. Participants represent
governments, intergovernmental
organisations, the private sector, the
technical community, and civil society. The
programme of the meeting is interactively
developed through the active involvement
of all interested stakeholders.
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In between the two annual IGF meetings,
the community works on several
substantive activities and discusses them
at the annual IGF meeting. These typically
include the best practice forums, dynamic
coalitions and policy networks focused on
a particular Internet governance issue.
Their work is also developed through
active consultations with the community
and invites everybody to contribute.

IGFDOAEREA ORI OB, IGF
DAZ2=T 4TS D FEE 72
RN 2TV, IROIGFEKREE T
TOIEBONE Zifsim T Do 24D
VA 094’/5'~Z~yl\-77‘/*‘
FUADOFRBENZIE Y T, AL
77774272L~7A\ HAFIvT
arVary, ORI —Fyh
U — 07 DI EE A TWND, F
7o  INHOIEENT, 232=T 1 &
0)%*@5’3721%’% %2 TR
. HELNEERTEDIH RSN
TWo,

" https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/funding
2 https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/




National, Regional, Sub-regional and
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Youth IGF initiatives ADIGF~D BLHH 2
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11 > About NRIs >NRI&E Al 2> 2
12 | > What do NRIs do? >NRUZAZATOD ?
13 > Why engaging with NRIs? >NRIZZRFE A& )
14 > How to engage? >NRIEED DL D7) 2
15 Over the years, the IGF has inspired EHITDIE, IGFIL, SESF
multistakeholder teams from various ML D~ L F AT — IR —
couptries and regions to launch the NI BTF— hE FIELTHY.
na.tlone.ﬂ and regional IGF processes, IGEO 7 e A% L7 . [F<0H
mirroring the procedures and processes of ] - i
the IGF. These National and Regional BUZ R T DICEOEBY &AL D [T
Initiatives (NRIs) are focused on TEz, ZNHO[E - M2 175
facilitating dialogue and cooperation on HH 2~ (NRIs) 1, ZnE o=z
Internet policy issues of utmost relevance | =5 (2> Theh B MED &\ A
for their respective communities. While A — o N RREE I C ST L it
being organic and independent, NRIs act SE L BT B L A S
m 'acc.ordance w th the IGF main . VTS, NRIEAR AR 2~ JR ST
principles, which means that the planning N |
and organization of their IGF-like annual W 072735, IGEO L ZRANC
meetings, as well as all intersessional WS THEENIL TWD, DFEV, IGFE
activities, is carried out in an open, PLOFIREE OFHHRAR M, B
consultative and bottom-up manner, by a | |39+ X CTOEMOEENL. FEEF]
multistakeholder team for HE72 < L F AT — R LA — 7
non-commercial purposes. The recognition BRBF— Mk oT. T
of the 1.nd1v1dua1 NRIs, as we}l as .the NRIs AL LR AT T D S
collective work and cooperation, is R
facilitated by the IGF Secretariat. ATHEMSI TS, fil % ONRIO
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16 To date, there are over 168 NRIs HAEETIZ, 168LL FONRIZIGE
recognised by the IGF Secretariat. HEFICL o TRBISH TV,
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20 The NRIs create open and inclusive NRIVE., BT, EBEAEES . BORFRETHE
platforms for the engagement of @ AL Bt ra— . Hil
stakeholders from all backgrounds, T e S e
spanning governments, international and . — s as
intergovernmental organizations, civil OIRHO 7\7: A 7527;%)][]
society, private sector and technical TELA =T TURART T V]
communities. 7oA LEEET D,
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wider social community, they map the OB EA2@E T, Ao X —Fhe
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ensure they are represented on their T S - -
discussion agenda. %{EZE?’H};?DB;; éb JE;CE) THLERERIC

[iE25 - o

22 On average, national IGF meetings SET AL EHIEDIGFEE T
welcome around 150 stakeholders per FERA150 AR D AT — 77k L
year, while sub-regional and regional IGFs B INBINT BT FOSeH
welcome over 300 participants. i HU OIGR A A It B IE
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24 Individuals and organizations from SFXFERAT —IRNH — T
different stakeholders’ groups and JL— TR S B, | [E] S0 Mtk
disciplines,d from different parts ;)f the . OAF NSRS . NRUCREHRA L2
country and/or region are actively engage
with the NRIs. The engagement models are PiboTIno, TOH ?@jﬂ;’t%%
different and can relate to formal THY NRIDZNFAT =77k
membership in the NRIs multistakeholder il ZE AR OIERIR A 73—
organizing committee; or active ThoHGAELHNIX, Byiard
participation in the NRIs-led events such FT—HF A — T L —F—_ #H
as the roles of session organizers, e HRE A — ) —AE LT
modli:rator;, rapportelurs or expert , NRIZS E3E G254 R MITER 25
speakers. Illustratively, as an example A
from some of the NRIs, the mosaic of the BDT%%?%&)}@O )#W %‘LT‘ =
involved stakeholders could be: HNCIELL F O LS AT =78
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- different stakeholders cooperating as
equals -
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31 The Internet is all-pervasive. Its services AL B =Xy MNIBHLPHEZAIZR
and tools are becoming increasingly HBLTWD, DI —E 20— L
integrated into people’s lives and are FEFEF I 2 AT A
intersecting with th.elr .rlghts and T 2 ORERI [ B2 B o T
freedoms. Further, its impact on the _ s .
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Kenya IGF’s multistakeholder organizing
committee, composed of stakeholders
from different backgrounds, represents a
nexus of comprehensive knowledge of the
Internet, its technological and policy
aspects, as well as societal, cultural,
economic and legal implications.
Understanding all aspects to consider any
form of possible governance of the
Internet is critical. This is why some of the
legislative entities, in their efforts to
discuss and decide on the governance of
the Internet, turn to these sources of
knowledge for advice. For example, the
national Parliament of Kenya, with its
Senate and National Assembly, cooperates
closely with the Kenya national IGF.
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This cooperation helps the Parliament to:
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+ Understand Internet governance
priorities for the people of Kenya

« Exercise its accountability toward
people, by reaching out to the national
community through the Kenya IGF

 Learn more about Internet governance
area of interest from different aspects

» Test the proposed legislation before it is
officially adopted to accurately model
possible consequences and mitigate
potential harms

o T=TDANLRIZESTDA
By e BT ZADEE N
HAPRS 5,

o J=TIGFZlU CHEERMt=IC
B, BRICkH 23 E
(Esag Sy ek

o AUH—RyRHNNFLRDSy
P ZDWT, SESF2 MDD
5

o EERMNWERITEILINDHIIC,
FOWERETANTHZE12d0,
ATREMED & ORE R A EMEICET
JABL ., IETERY 70 B 2 i 3
Do




38

By actively engaging in the Kenyan IGF’s
annual discussions facilitated among all
stakeholders from different parts of the
country, the Parliament’s Internet
governance agenda is inspired and
informed. For example, the Data
Protection Act was enacted after more
than eight years of continuous exchanges
and witnessed cybersecurity incidents,
thanks to, among other factors, continuous
substantive exchanges between members
of the Parliament with the Kenyan IGF and
its School on Internet governance.
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The subregional IGF for South Eastern
Europe (SEEDIG) has fostered forms of
cooperation with parliaments in the
region. For instance, the SEEDIG 2018
meeting was held under the patronage of
the President of the National Assembly of
Slovenia (the host country for the
meeting). This patronage also enabled
SEEDIG to contribute to activities of the
parliamentary dimension of the
South-East European Cooperation
Process. In 2019, when SEEDIG held its
annual meeting in Romania, the dedicated
ICT parliamentary committees in the two
chambers of the Romanian Parliament
(Senate and Chamber of Deputies) acted as
institutional partners. The mentioned
forms of cooperation served a double
purpose:
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« Ensure parliamentary representation in
SEEDIG activities

« Raised the visibility of IGF processes and
multistakeholder forms of Internet
governance within parliamentary bodies
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Participation of members of parliaments .
through national and regional IGFs is [E IR DIGF~DEZEE DS
excellent preparation for understanding IMEEDIGFOT m AZ AR |
the process and for bringing specific inputs | £E 72 RBEIZ OV T, ESHE
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(IPU) and the Host Country.
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46 | Getin touch! L S

47 Contact the IGF Secretariat and explore IGFEHBICHWEbEDIZ
engagement with NRIs and IGF. NRIEIGE~D B IMERFL S,
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