Assassin’s Creed was my favorite video game series. For the first game, | was so
excited about it that | left college in the middle of the day to go pick up my preorder, planning to
go back to class. | brought the game home and was planning on playing an hour of it then going
back to class, but | couldn’t pull myself away for the rest of the day. Assassin’s Creed Il inspired
me to study Italian for two years and apply for a study abroad program where I'd spend three
months in Florence, Rome, and Venice. | got a tattoo on my upper back of the DaVinci version
of the Assassin’s Creed symbol to remind me of how much the series had inspired me to learn
and travel. | only lost interest when | got to Assassin’s Creed Il - | encountered a bug that
irritated me enough to dissuade me from playing again. | didn’t pick up the others after that.

I met Ash on the Tuesday of E3 2017. | was in the Ubisoft booth with one of my friends,
watching people play the Assassin’s Creed Origins demo because we were too impatient to wait
in line. | had a tank top on, so my Assassin’s Creed tattoo was visible. Ash was in the area and
sort of caught my eye, then approached me and introduced himself. | had no idea who he was
before then - | hadn’t played Assassin’s Creed IV, and most of the devs that | knew of were
related to JRPGs, since that’'s my genre of choice. Ash said that he was the game director for
Origins, and had been for Assassin’s Creed IV. We talked about games a bit, then he asked for
my number so we could keep talking. He gave me his business card, then my friend and | left
because it was the end of the day for the show floor.

Ash texted me that evening and we made plans to go to dinner the following night, after
E3 and the E3 parties we already planned on going to. We met around 10 at The Hudson, which


https://matronedea.com/2011/09/25/i-have-a-thing-for-assassins/

is a cool little restaurant in West Hollywood with a tree growing through it. | didn’t think this was
a date, | should say. | wasn’t attracted to him physically and thought this was more of an
opportunity to network with someone who was working on one of my favorite series. I've gone to
10 E3s and have always felt like outings were for networking - every lunch, dinner, and party
I’'ve been to has been with platonic friends or just to learn more about the work of others, or to
learn about how they got where they are.
| only realized it was a date when he touched my arm in a flirtatious way; his hand
lingered just a second too long. Once | realized it was a date, | felt ridiculous for wearing a Filthy
Casual tank top and leggings. You can see the difference in conversation style before/after the
date here (it was originally all stitched with Tailor but it ended up looking weird with formatting):

Ashraf >

iMessage
Jun 13, 2017, 10:44 PM

Tsk tsk! The correct answer is
pong! :P

Hahahahaha. | suppose it
should be

Let me figure out where my
party is at and see where we
can meet up

All right, just let me know
How's your evening been?

It was nice. | just got home,
heading back down pretty early
in the morning but playing
games now. How's yours?

Just got back to the hotel. It
was nice as well, spent time
with some fans, answering
questions, giving them tidbits
about the game and so on.

It was a Ubi star players club
thing

That's awesome. I'm sure they
appreciated it.

So the party is in west
Hollywood as well! Lure
nightclub

That's convenient

I'll find us a place in west
Hollywood then. Sound good?

Right on. What game are you
playing?

Assassin's Creed Syndicate still

Lol, alright I'll let you chill and
enjoy :P

Kk. Have a good night!

You too!
Jun 14, 2017, ¢ > AM

Good Morning! For tonight,
10:15pm, meet at The Hudson
LA. Sounds good? :)

Jun 14, 2017,1

Perfect

Will you be far from the
Hudson? Want me to meet you
near your party so you're not
walking on your own?

It's pretty far, I'm just going to
take an Uber. | appreciate you
being so considerate, though.

o=

Jun 14, 2017, 7:39 PM

Hey! Don't eat too much! We'll
have some food at this place

Thanks for the warning :)
Jun 14, 2017, 10:08 PM

Let me know when you're
getting close, I'm on my way

1 think I'm close

Jun 15, 2017, 11:13 AM

Thank you so, so much for last
night and today.

I'm really happy to have met
you! You have a wonderful and
beautiful soul. I've had you on
my mind all morning. Did you
get home safely and on time?
Are you heading out?

Yeah, I've been grinning
enough to make my face hurt
thinking about you :)

| got home okay. Finishing
packing now, heading out
around 1:15

O® 0o @@@
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Through the dinner, he was very charming and said that his sister was a psychologist
and had a mind exercise he wanted to try. In this exercise, | had to close my eyes (at dinner... in
public... as the waiter was bringing our food...) and imagine that | was walking on a pathway,
seeing a bear, walking through a field, and walking through a forest to a building. | don’t



remember all the details of it, but | remember that my “results” were more calm than his. He said
that the way we imagined our forests represented our futures. Mine was clear, crisp, and dewy;
his was foggy. He referred to his “foggy forest” throughout the rest of our conversations when
suggesting he didn’t know what the future held, or that he couldn’t make any plans.

| ate like a bird, so | had a lot of leftovers. Ash always made sure we brought any
leftovers we had to homeless people, so we left them next to someone we found sleeping
behind a sort of gate - 7985 Santa Monica Blvd. We walked from The Hudson up to La Brea and
Santa Monica Blvd, then decided to get an Uber to his hotel. He made sure | was sober (I had
had two vodka sodas), asked many times if | was sober enough to make decisions, etc. He was
very careful about me being sober enough to decide whether or not | wanted to go with him. |
was sober enough, | went with him, we had sex, | stayed the night at his hotel. It was
consensual. He did not assault me. | have never accused him of assaulting me. The next day, |
went home.

As a side note - before Ash and | met, for a month or so, | had been sort of casually
dating someone who’s been a good friend of mine for over a decade now. We had plans to go to
EDC together, in Las Vegas, before any of this happened. | didn’t think that Ash and | were
exclusive since he was a guy | had met two days prior and we hadn’t discussed anything about
being in a relationship at that point. He lived in Montreal. It's also insane to expect someone to
be loyal to you two days after meeting you.

So, | went to EDC with the guy | had originally been dating, Dave. We slept together that
weekend, but | said | was uncomfortable with it a couple days in (because Ash was being so
heavy with romantic talk, etc. so | thought we might become something) and my friend
respected that, which I’'m extremely grateful for. Dave has also let me know that | can include
the fact that he “tried to warn me like 40 times”. He did. So did Justin, the friend that | was with
when | met Ash.

Ash asked if | had “hooked up with anyone” at EDC, so | explained the situation honestly
to him. He was hurt that | hadn’t been loyal to him and held this against me for the rest of the
time that we were speaking. Keep in mind that for this entire time, he was married with kids.

(&)

Ashraf >

Can | ask a question that's not
my business and that |
shouldn't ask? :p

Whatever you want

Did you hook up with anyone at
edc. And | ask with no
judgment or need of
explanation. Really.

1 did once, but it was a really
complicated situation. | had
been dating him for the last




So, that was the first week of “us,” and while he said there was “no judgment or need of
explanation,” he held it against me.

On June 20, 2017, | asked him if he had ever been married, which is in the tweet that
started all of this. | had been talking to my cousin about it, because wearing a wedding band
seemed like a pretty big red flag.

It's a major taboo in the Arab
community. My parents never
“5‘ asked me to do that, but | do it
for them
Ashraf >
Would they be upset if you
Have you been married? were with me?

| was engaged for a long time. On account of being white? Lol,

That was with my ex ex (2 exes
ago). I'm an embarrassment for
my Arab family :p

Was engaged for 2 years, we
were together for a long time

not at all :p

So | kept my ring after getting
engaged, sorry | should have
said something but it didn't
cross my mind. | only have it

when there is the possibility
that my parents friends could
see me. My parents are
wonderful people and i feel that
I've created enough headaches
in their lives

On account of anything :p but
okay. That makes sense. | was
| saw that and got worried IS TS EED.

This is a bit of a soar spot with O el Tt Lo S

my family, especially for my
parents

o (ﬁ @Pay

°c @@ @

Ah, haha,... It's not my proudest
moment. | put it on so that my
parents don't have to answer to
their community why their

. . Tailor
eldest son is not married

Automatic Screenshot Stitching

This didn’t entirely convince me, but | didn’t want to be Islamophobic or otherwise
insensitive to his culture, so | fried not to push it too much. | failed in this regard. | pushed it a
lot. He wouldn’t add me to facebook, but he was tagged in pictures with his sisters. | looked at
their profiles. | tried to look at the Montreal marriage records. | tried to find her, but couldn’t.

While | was at a Fourth of July party in 2017, he told me that he considers us together
and that he was being loyal to me. He also mentioned living in the same place, etc. after
Assassin’s Creed Origins was released.



All right

Yes, | consider us together

Ashraf >

Ask me a question & @ @ @

What do you think is going to

happen with us @
L

Learn about one another,

spend time together, visit each How is that not obvious
other. When my project is done
start considering what we both
want to do,... in terms of where
we are living,...

Babe, it's 2:20am....

I've been in situations where
someone acted like we were
together for months and
insisted on no labels

Do you consider us together?

Relationship wise?
Go to sleep
Well not physically

Unless you got some dark

matter ° ?\ P2y © @

Well I'd put it this way. I'm

dedicated to seeing where this Tail

\ ; ailor
goe.s, solI'm hOt/WI” not be Automatic Screenshot Stitching
seeing anyone else (and don't

have an interest to) and I'm
excited going through this
process with you. | have stuff
that | want to tell you about my
past and about how | feel about
you but these are things | want
to say in person

Throughout all this, though, there were things nagging at me. Like that ring. | couldn’t get
it out of my mind and kept pushing him, asking about it, asking about various things that
seemed off or like red flags. | kept asking about it and kept thinking | could just stop worrying,
but | couldn’t. On July 10th, he told me about his son. He would use his openness and “honesty”
about this event to try to force me to trust him for the rest of the time we were communicating.
After all, if he had trusted me with this, | should transactionally trust him on everything else! |
blocked out some stuff from work here, but here’s an entry from that day:



He also made me distrust myself. I've never been a very trusting person and | had been
working on becoming more trusting. Here’s a journal entry from that time - some names have
been blocked out and again, some stuff that’s about work has been blocked out:
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So. We went to San Diego together on July 18th (I flew in from Chicago, where | had
been for work, then drove to San Diego to meet him). We spent July 19th together aside from
him doing an interview at the Hilton in the Gaslamp Quarter, then | dropped him off at the airport
on July 20th and drove home.
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He told me he was falling for me while we were in San Diego together, and he mentioned
that he was considering moving to San Diego and that he could work for Rockstar or something.
We looked at gamedevmap together and it seemed like he was strongly considering moving
down here to be closer to his sister and me.
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https://www.gamedevmap.com/

Side note: I still have nightmares about shaving my leg and cutting it as badly as | did
that day. It was BAD.

On July 25, he told me he loved me for the first time, then shortly after ended things with
me due to my poor judgment with not being loyal to him immediately. There was quite a bit of
arguing back and forth - me not understanding how he could have expected loyalty without us
talking about it, him saying that my poor judgment in that situation could be applied to other
parts of life.

(5-‘

Ashraf >

Our economy designer quit
which is terrible timing so I'm
trying to find a solution. Prick.

Wowww that's really
unfortunate

| hope everything goes well
besides that though.

And I've been trying to keep
this to myself and to let it wash
over but part of my stress is
due to us. It's been on my mind
since the trip and it's stressing
me out. I'm in love you. | fell in
love with you instantly. You
blew me away. And | absolutely
hate what you did. Not because
you owed me anything. But the
judgement you had in that
situation. Things are getting
much more serious with you
and it was such a shitty way to
start things. It's stressing me
out

NVmiihiAa mAt +a Atanm lranmiaa A

Also relevant information that should be put in here: | have been sexually assaulted,
beaten, and cheated on in previous relationships. This is relevant. We had a phone call where
he ended up saying that my poor judgment was why | had been raped, why | had been cheated
on, etc. He was worried that | wouldn’t be able to deal with horrible, traumatic situations like



losing a child, because | hadn’t been loyal to him the first few days | knew him. Everything went
back to him having a dead son and having all this baggage from that.

| wanted to keep him in my life regardless, so | suggested that we just keep seeing each
other anyway. | would be loyal to him and try to prove that he could trust me and that | had good
judgment. Hindsight bias shows that being loyal to/trying to trust him when | had so many red
flags was bad judgment in itself.



So, | waited a little. We saw each other again a few more times: at PAX 2017, in San
Francisco from September 20-22, at Twitchcon 2017 (San Diego again), and then we didn’t talk
until January. Each time we saw each other, | felt like there was a chance we’d get back
together because he was so affectionate, loving, and kind when we were together. We'd go to
museums and dinners and he’d talk about how much he valued me, so it felt like much more
than just a FWB situation. Either way, we were having sex whenever we saw each other at
these events.

Aaaand proof, of course. | don’t have any appropriate photos from PAX/Twitchcon, but |
took this at the Exploratorium in San Francisco when we went:

And a journal entry from that trip, where | knew it was probably hopeless but couldn’t say

no to him:
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And... polaroids. | got to the point where | didn’t know what was real because he’d
behave one way and say things that contradicted his behavior, so | started taking polaroids so
I'd know they were unedited and in my journal with the entries. | had zero trust left in myself (or
anything, | just wanted to trust him) at this point.

And... | got dressed for us to go out to dinner while he was at the Assassin’s Creed
Origins event. So here’s me in a cute purple dress with his clothes hanging behind me. Very
comfortable. | highly recommend Black Milk.



before blocking Andie/Escoblades. They also show | was in SF during the Origins event. And...
hindsight shows he was trying to flirt?? | didn’t pick up on that until now. Oof.)
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Andrien Gbinigie

escoblades
September 22, 2017
Replied to your story

Got room for one more? Haha

Hahaha haven't you been up for
awhile? Seems like you're always
awake XD

| have. Went to the gym. I'm still
on East Coast time so a bit jet

lagged @
Yeah | know how that goes XD

Are you still in SF? | saw on
twitter you were gonna be here
for a bit?

Yeah but | leave in a few hours

Bummer. | should have hit you up
earlier.

There will be other times :)

9:347
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escoblades
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lagged @
Yeah | know how that goes XD

Are you still in SF? | saw on
twitter you were gonna be here
for a bit?

Yeah but | leave in a few hours

Bummer. | should have hit you up
earlier.

There will be other times :)
Do you ever come out to LA?

Very true! And i do sometimes go
out to LA. I'll have lots of time
once i've shipped Origins so | can

plan a trip @
Kk :D let me know

Definitely will do @

‘ Message...

¢ JE

. Message... @ @

Like | said, we didn’t talk to each other until January or February of 2018. He was going
to DICE in Las Vegas and asked me to join him. We went to Cirque Du Soleil and to dinner at
Jaleo.
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Above is a letter that | wrote to him when | had to leave Las Vegas. Here are texts from when
we were planning the trip and him talking about the letter above.

Ashraf

What time are you aiming to get
to Vegas?

1:30-2ish

Where are you staying?

Delano Las Vegas £l
goo.gl
Delano Las Vegas

3940 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las
Vegas, NV 89119, US

What hotel are you staying in?
.... that's a joke :p
| figured, | was driving :p
:46 PM

| made a mistake, I'll be arriving at
the hotel at around 2pm. Mind
getting there at around 2:30?
Just need a bit of time to shower
and freshen up after the flight
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Ashraf >
How's DICE?

It's cool so far, good talks and

have had some good meetings
with ppl

Did you stick around Vegas for a
while?

| left at Tish
What were you up to?

Writing you a letter, which you
should throw away :p

Before or after reading it :p
Before

Or like, the back side would be
okay.

Oh! This letter is on 2 sides! Lots
to say | suppose :p

| always have lots to say, | just
rarely say it :)
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Ashraf

Dinner was fine. | read your letter,
it's sweet and heartbreaking. And
you're a thief and a masochist :p

Feb 22, 20

You're right that | am not
affectionate with others the way |
am with you. Obviously | care for
you and enjoy being in your
company. But I've also come to
realize that | am very fragile when
it comes to love and
relationships.

And yes you definitely should not
put your life on hold for me. |
would have loved to spend more
time with you as well but it
doesn't make sense for you to
wait for me. It makes me sad to
know that you go through
heartbreak every time you see
me. That's a heavy cost on
someone’s heart. But yet you still
want to hang out with me,... of
course | love seeing you but don't
wait for me. Do what's best for




111 Ea
Las

PR R

Y - No. 003124
02/20/18 15:21
02/21/18 13:06
Period 0d21h46"’
(Ust.)

. 5ub Total
Ust.

Total

§5¥5“t Receiveq
ITH
_ PIJRCDRI

MGM Resorts In;t :

o
|

ve

gty e,

L
gﬂart-ter‘m parking tke

LT T o

Cean [
Geno Naka,,w
m
: SE
ra »\vu,, Ly, Nev.gg; G‘) ANJgoROES
&R
P
www.jalec.com
Jaleo DC
480 7th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004

T202 6287948
downtown@jaleo.com

Jaleo Bethesda
7271 Woodmont Ave
Bethesda, MD 20814
13019130003
bethesda@jalec.com

Las Vegas
The Cosmopolitan

This was our last time seeing each other until E3 2018. | stayed with him one of the
nights, then | found out he was married at the Fortnite party via Andie, who then didn’t want Ash

know that he h

n th

ne to tell m

. Andie didn’t know we had been together, so he had

no reason to lie up to that point. | wrote a journal entry about the whole thing, so here it is:


https://twitter.com/matronedea/status/1275145710061510657?s=20
https://twitter.com/matronedea/status/1275145710061510657?s=20
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Some context that’s not included in this entry: Andie had told me that Ash was off for a
week in August 2017 because he had to deal with marital issues/a miscarriage or something.
Ash convinced me that those dates didn’t make sense (he wrote out a whole timeline of August
2017 and again brought up his dead son) and because | wanted to trust that he wouldn’t do
everything he had done to and with me while married, | believed him. | mean, it wouldn’t make
sense for someone to be mad at me for being disloyal while he was married, right? Receipts:




I had bought Origins when it came out, but stopped playing shortly after because it felt

so personal. | decided to beat it and use that as my conclusion to us, especially because he had

added something to the game for me, since I'm a huge fan of The Alchemist:

‘E N
Ashraf >

Thanks <3 my youngest
brother couldn't come
I'm listening to the audiobook

of The Alchemist again and
love it so much still.

I need to read/listen

| just sat with one of my
designers and we're going to
add a reference to it in the
game,... And it's super cool! &
thanks to you!
I Oh my god
It's an epic reference @

But will be hard to find

That's okay, | collected the

majority of the flags in AC1...

I'm fine with looking for
thinas :)

To you, the ardent adventurer.

all my treasures through all the
mmWMnd soul of this world.
You setyour intentions and the universe helped
you reach them. :
What will you carry as you walk away from this
experience? Is it the treasure, or something
more?

-The Shepherd

(&)

Ashraf >

Jul 6, 2018, 7:42 PM

)

Did you like the reference?

Of course

Lots of ppl preferred getting an
item lol

There was meant to be another
reward but got cut

What was the other?

Jul 7, 2018, 12:29 PM

It was a specific piece of gear
with a unique property. That
was the intention at least but
before figuring what the
specifics were, it got cut




So, | beat Origins. | figured I'd never know if he was married or not and tried to
compartmentalize everything. | got into a relationship with someone | can trust. It hasn’t
mattered to me for a couple of years, and | figured it would never matter again because it was
just one of those things | could never get the answer to.

Until | did.

| made another great friend at E3 2019, someone who’s friends with some women Ash
knows. | asked my friend to ask those women if Ash is married. They said that he was.

| decided secondhand information wasn’t enough verification, so | asked one of them
directly. She said he was, he had told her and another woman that he was.

At that moment, | realized that there was no way | was the only one. When | had spoken
to my mom about him, she had mentioned that he might have “a girl in every port”. | thought of
how calculating and charming he was, how he had found me and shown interest in me based
on my tattoo - | was clearly a fan of the series. Every time | doubted him, he brought up his son
so I'd pity him and feel guilty for questioning him. | learned to walk on eggshells and just stop
asking or pushing the matter.

Our actual relationship was short - but it was very intense, clearly, and the sexual part
was drawn out over a year. He denied he was married for the entire time and was only willing to
tell me any semblance of the truth after | fweeted that he was married. | blocked him because |
didn’t want him to have another opportunity to manipulate me.

Through this experience, though, I've found that he approached many women the same
way. He spoke to many of us the same way. The fact that there even were many of us - in
addition to his wife - is a huge issue. I've had at least fifteen women come to me with their
stories so far, and several have said that they represent multiple people who wish to remain
anonymous. | have seen proof from many of these women and do not doubt any of their stories.

| do not doubt, in any way, that it was a good idea to come forward. My purpose was
never to “cancel” anyone or anything - all of us love Assassin’s Creed and want the games to be
good - but in doing this | have found that there was a clear pattern of emotional abuse. He never
sexually assaulted me, but | will say that there would have been no chance of any sort of sexual
or romantic relationship with me if I had known he had a wife from the beginning. | would not
consent to a relationship with a married man.

The last week has been stressful, but | will forever be grateful to the people I've
befriended through this and those who've reached out to support us. I'm also grateful to the
people who’ve doubted us and have later apologized or changed their minds as they saw more
evidence. It should never be considered weak to change your mind, and | understand your
skepticism. We all looked up to Ash, too. We were all fans.

If any of you would like to help take action against sexual harassment and get some
incredible art in the process, you can do so here.

Edited June 30 to add screenshots from Andie from our SF trip, edited 4/11/21 to add photos of
the letter | wrote him after leaving Las Vegas during DICE and screen shots of our planning and
conversation about the letter.


https://twitter.com/matronedea/status/1274810626620063744?s=20
https://twitter.com/matronedea/status/1274777363771867136?s=20
https://twitter.com/matronedea/status/1276728785891495937?s=20
https://twitter.com/matronedea/status/1275531426381717505?s=20
https://kotaku.com/assassins-creed-valhalla-creative-director-stepping-dow-1844152498
https://twitter.com/AvionLukas/status/1276321397225259008?s=20
https://ally-mclean.company.site/




