St. Luke’s Episcopal Church — Stephenville, TX
The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 23rd, 2026
8:00 am & 10:00 am

Coffee Hour to follow at 11:00

To All Who Are Joytul And Thankful, To All Who Mourn And Need Comfort
To All Who Are Weary And Need Rest, To All Who Are Friendless And Wish Friendship
To All Who Pray And Who Do Not But Ought, To All Who Sin And Need A Savior.
And To Whoever Will, The Church Opens Wide The Door
And In The Name Of Christ, The Lord Says Welcome.




The Processional Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #518 Christ is Made the Sure Foundation

The people standing, the Celebrant says

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria
The Hymmnal 1982, Service Music - #280 Canticle 20, Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit,
may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Readings
Al are seated.

A reading from the Book of Exodus (Exodus 1:8-2:10).

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look, the
Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with
them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and
escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced
labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were
oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the
Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives
bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in
all the tasks that they imposed on them.

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the
other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool,
if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But the midwives feared God; they did not
do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt
summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to
live?”” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian
women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” So God dealt
well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. And because the
midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every
boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every gitl live.”

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived
and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When she
could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and
pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister
stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.



The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside
the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened
it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be one of the
Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get
you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?”” Pharaoh’s daughter said to
her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take
this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child
and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took
him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 124 Nisi guia Dominus (Read responsively by whole verse)

1 If the LorD had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;

2 If the Lorp had not been on our side, *
when enemies rose up against us;

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their fierce anger toward us;

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
and the torrent gone over us;

5 Then would the raging waters *
have gone right over us.

6 Blessed be the Lorb! *
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

8 Our help is in the Name of the Lorp, *
the maker of heaven and earth.

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans. (Romans 12:1-8)

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of



faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter,
in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Al stand as are able.

Gradual Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #427 When Morning Gilds the Skies

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

(Matthew 16:13-20)

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Mark Witte
A brief time of reflection follows the sermon

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified



under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Celebrant
Let us offer prayers to God who builds the church of Christ on the rock of faith and gives
it the keys of the kingdom.

Intercessor
For this holy gathering, for the people of God in every place, and for all who seek the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the light of justice among all peoples.
Lord, have mercy.

For students and teachers, and all those returning to their studies.
Lord, have mercy.

For abundant fruits of the earth, and for safety from violent storms.
Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and the suffering, travelers and those on vacation, prisoners, captives, and their
tamilies, and for [those on the St. Luke’s prayer list] and all those in danger and need. Lord, have
mercy.

For our city and those who live in it, and for our families, companions, and all those we love.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who rest in Christ, including /names on the St. Luke’s prayer list], and for all the dead.
Lord, have mercy.

Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us offer ourselves
and one another to the living God through Christ. To you, O Lord.

Celebrant
God of Abraham and Sarah, hear the prayers we offer today and make the wilderness of this



world a garden of salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace
All stand as are able.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Announcements

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Justin Dowell (23™); Brandon Phelps (24"); Jim and Theresa Mulloy (26™); Eddie and Cissy
Bramlett (29"); Chris Haynes (29™)

Celebrant and People
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever

they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may the peace which passes
understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Celebrant
But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to
God. Hebrews 13:15, 16

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate, given by text by sending an amount to (254) 282-0706, or given online.
Mailed checks may be sent to the address printed at the end of the bulletin.



The Offertory Hymn
Lift Every Voice and Sing #99 My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
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Words: Edward Mote (1797-1874). Music: William B. Bradbury (1816-1868).

Doxology (sung to The Hymnal 380)

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all cveatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer B

The people remain standing, as are able. The Celebrant says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music, #129
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932). Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

The people stand or kneel, as are able.

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
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delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
tullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with Mary, Luke, Bartholomew, Louis, Simeon, Thomas, Henry, John, Augustine
and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art tn heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
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Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving,

The Distribution of Holy Communion

Concerning Holy Communion
“This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.
It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love hins more.
So come, you who have nuch faith, and you who have little,
you who have been here often and you who have not been here long,
you who have tried to follow and yon who have failed.
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.

It is his will that those who want him should meet him here.”
»
If you do not wish to receive the sacrament, we invite you to come forward for a blessing.
Simply cross your arms over your chest and the priest will bless you.

®

Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

If after receiving Communion or a blessing you wonld like special prayers for healing, you are invited to
g0 to the votive stand at the rear of the church where someone will pray with yon.

Communion Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #302 Father, we thank thee

After Commmunion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest gives the blessing
Blessing
12



May God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every side, and guide
you in truth and peace and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Processional
The Hymnal 1982 #522 Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken

The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Hymns printed by permission of Rite Song, a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.
The prayers of the people for this week draw from the archive of the late Dn. Armonde Plater.

From the Calendar of Saints

August 24 Saint Bartholomew the Apostle
Nothing is known about Bartholomew other than his inclusion in the New Testament lists of apostles. There is a tradition
that he traveled to India, and was later flayed alive in Armenia.

August 25 Louis King of France, 1270
The one word that summarizes Louis, canonized in 1297, is integrity. Living personal life of Franciscan poverty and
self-denial--he wore a hair shirt under his royal dress--Louis is honored as patron saint of the Third Order of St. Francis.

August 26 Simeon Bachos, the Ethiopian Eunuch

In the eighth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, we find the story of Philip and the baptism of an unnamed Ethiopian
eunuch. In the second century, the bishop and theologian Irenaeus of Lyons referred to him as Simeon Bachos; this is the
name by which this unidentified figure is known in many parts of the Eastern church, including in the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church.

August 27 Thomas Gallaudet with Henry Winter Syle Priests, 1902 and 1890

As “The Apostle to the Deaf,” Thomas Gallaudet inaugurated ministry to the deaf in the Episcopal Church, founding St.
Ann’s Church for Deaf-Mutes in New York City. One of his followers, Henry Winter Syle, was encouraged by Gallaudet to
seek Holy Orders and became the first deaf person to be ordained priest in the church.

August 28 Augustine Bishop of Hippo

Augustine is probably the greatest theologian in the history of Western Christianity. He is best known for his
autobiographical Confessions, a classic of Western spirituality, and City of God , his masterpiece, in which he contrasts the
earthly and heavenly cities.

August 29 The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist

Herod, who regarded John with the apprehension of a tyrant for a leader among the people and with the superstitious dread
of the wicked for true spiritual power, let himself be cornered into condemning John to death. The Gospel recounts the
sordid tale of a young woman’s manipulation and the foolish promise that Herod makes. Caught by his own rash promise
and pride, Herod has the man he fears put to death and his head delivered on a platter to the girl, who takes it to her
mother, Herodjias.
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

PO Box 2506
595 N. Mcllhaney Street
Stephenville, TX 76401
(254) 968-6949

stlukesstephenyilleg@gmail.com
www.stlukesstephenville.org

Permission to podeast/ stream the music in this service obtained from

ONE LICENSE with license #A-719502. All rights reserved.

Clergy

The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche — Rector
The Rev. Mark Witte — Curate
The Rev. Leslie Guinn — Assisting

Staff
Kara Barnes — Parish Administrator
Duncan McMahan — Organist
Gail Johnson & Kelly Barbee — Altar Guild Directresses
The Rev. Mark Witte — ECM Missioner
Neely Carter — Vestry Secretary
Emma Gomez — Technology Minister

Vestry

Term Ending 2026 — Kelly Barbee, Malcolm Cross
Term Ending 2027 — Doug McLemore & Allison Haynes
Term Ending 2028 — Gail Johnson & Dylan Dowell

God loves you.
No exceptions.

The Episcopal Church welcomes you.
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