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July 27th, 2026 
 
Senator Sabrina Cervantes​ ​ ​  
Capitol Office, 1021 O Street, Suite 7330​ ​ ​  
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

Re: AB 2146 (Stefani) - SUPPORT 

Dear Senator Cervantes, 

The undersigned organizations are pleased to support Assembly Bill 2146, which will speed up 
housing placements and reduce the length of vacancies in permanent supportive housing by 
removing unnecessary documentation requirements. This will help address unacceptable 
delays for people experiencing homelessness, and expensive vacancies for mission-driven 
affordable housing providers who operate on thin margins.  

 



 

AB 2146 would create a “Direct Access to Supportive Housing” (DASH) designation for non- 
federally funded affordable housing units that receive referrals through the Coordinated Entry 
System (CES) to remove documentation requirements including housing history 
documentation, a third party verification of homelessness, or landlord referrals. These 
requirements are incredibly burdensome for individuals experiencing homelessness to fulfill, so 
removing them allows individuals to access supportive housing with significantly less delays. 

In California, under SB 1380 (Mitchell, 2016), homeless applicants cannot be denied supportive 
housing due to poor or inconsistent housing history. However, state funding programs still 
require that applicants provide documentation related to their housing history, including 
third-party verification of homelessness, two years of rental history, and, in some cases, 
landlord or personal references. These programs often copy federal or other documentation 
requirement practices voluntarily, even though they are not legally required to.  

Additionally, these documentation requirements are often duplicative as potential tenants are 
matched to these housing units by the local CES or an equivalent referral system, which already 
screens the tenants and prioritizes individuals based on need. CES is designed to only serve 
people experiencing homelessness. Individuals must attend an in-person homelessness and 
vulnerability assessment with trained staff in order to receive a placement on a housing queue. 
Existing documentation requirements to prove homelessness and housing history are thus 
duplicative or irrelevant. For applicants who have risen to the top of the CES queue due to the 
severity and chronicity of their situation, these repetitive documentation requirements only slow 
down the process of becoming housed.  

For these reasons, our organizations are proud to support AB 2146.  

Sincerely 

The Undersigned 

         

Nevada V. Merriman  ​
Vice President of Policy and Advocacy,​
MidPen Housing         

​
Hang Mosier​
Community Engagement Program Director,​
Satellite Affordable Housing Associates 

​
Tom Collishaw​
Chief Executive Officer,​
Self-Help Enterprises 

​

​
Stephanie Shipe​
Vice President of Programs and Operations,​
Alta Housing 



 

​
Amy Turk​
Chief Executive Officer,​
Downtown Women’s Center​
 

 

 

Courtney Pal​
Policy Manager,​
Resources for Community Development 

 

 

Mary Ng​
Board Member,​
Opportunities for Change (OFC)​
​

 

Zak Franet​
Senior Director of External Affairs,​
Episcopal Community Services of San 
Francisco 

 

​
Darnell Williams​
SVP, Property Operations,​
Eden Housing, Inc​
 

​
Eric Vasquez-Izaguirre​
Education Advocacy and Government Affairs 
Associate​
EAH Housing​
​

​
Melissa Platte​
Executive Director,​
Mental Health Association of San Mateo 
County 

 

Tiyesha Watts​
Associate Director, Policy Advocacy​
California Housing Partnership 

​
Grace Glaser​
External Affairs & Policy Analyst, ​
California Partnership to End Domestic Violence​
 



 

​
Hunter Herrera-McFarland​
Policy Manager,​
The Kelsey 

 ​
Jackson Loop​
Policy Director, ​
Southern California Association of Nonprofit 
Housing​
 

 

 

Joey Flegel-Mishlove ​
Policy Manager,​
East Bay Housing Organizations 

 

 

Brad West​
Senior Policy Manager,​
Supportive Housing Alliance 

 

Heather Hood 
VP & Market Leader, Northern California​
Enterprise Community Partners 
 
 

 
Jimar Wilson​
VP & Market Leader, Southern California 
Enterprise Community Partners 
 

 

Emily Weinstein ​
Director, Housing and Community 
Development ​
City of Oakland​
​
​

​
Sharon Rapport​
Director, California State Policy​
Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH) 

​

​
Alex Visotzky​
Senior Policy Fellow, California​
National Alliance to End Homelessness 

 


