
PALMS Summer Book Readings 
 

6th Grade  
All incoming 6th graders should read ONE of the following books: 

1.​ Peak by Roland Smith (video review) 
2.​ Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko  
3.​ Surviving the Applewites by Stephanie S Tolan  
4.​ Knots in my Yo-Yo String by Jerry Spinelli (video review) 

 
Gifted Seminar - Students enrolled in the Gifted Seminar will also be required to read: 

1.​ House Arrest by K.A. Holt 

 
 

7th Grade  
All incoming 7th graders should read ONE of the following books: 

1.​ Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli (video review) 
2.​ Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer  
3.​ Escape!  The Story of the Great Houdini by Sid Fleishman  
4.​ Found by Margaret Peterson Haddix (video review) 

 
Gifted Seminar - Students enrolled in the Gifted Seminar will also be required to complete the 
following novel: 

●​ Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson  
 
WIP - Students enrolled in the WIP program will also be required to read the following: 

1.​ Flush by Carl Hiaasen  (video review) 

 
 

8th Grade  
All incoming 8th graders should read ONE of the following books: 

1.​ Counting by 7s by Holly Goldburg Sloan   
2.​ Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie by Sonnenblick   
3.​ I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World by Malala 

Yousafzai and Patricia McCormick (young readers’ edition)   
4.​ I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by Malala  

Yousafzai  
5.​ Travel Team by Mike Lupica   

 
Gifted Seminar - Students enrolled in the Gifted Seminar will also be required to complete: 

●​ Any ADDITIONAL book you want.  Be prepared to discuss characters and author’s craft when 
sharing it with the class the first week of school.  

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=uqg8YgEACAAJ&dq=peak+by+roland+smith&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi9htSfj-XlAhVCxVkKHTmCBtIQ6AEwAnoECAEQAw
https://youtu.be/aUPv4j5wxUc
https://books.google.com/books?id=FGMZZWP6xP8C&dq=al+capone+does+my+shirts&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjgmvPij-XlAhXGxlkKHfpuBdwQ6AEwAnoECAkQAw
https://books.google.com/books?id=MKXr4vOdQEsC&q=surviving+the+applewhites&dq=surviving+the+applewhites&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwic6oPAkOXlAhUjqlkKHZ2TDocQ6AEwAnoECAQQAw
https://books.google.com/books?id=uFv8QqrUef0C&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=knots+in+my+yo+yo+string+spinelli+google+books&source=gbs_navlinks_s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NAHIOeYUFHFHfqiUGeAtpD6V3x-l2_rh/view?usp=sharing
https://books.google.com/books/about/House_Arrest.html?id=oFb3oAEACAAJ
https://books.google.com/books/about/Stargirl.html?id=ha07QkgXSvsC
https://youtu.be/QHItPh8QYxQ
https://books.google.com/books?id=KSkxAAAAQBAJ&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=hope+was+here+google&source=gbs_navlinks_s
https://books.google.com/books?id=0XT8Yw56o1gC&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=escape+the+story+of+the+great+houdini+google&source=gbs_navlinks_s
https://books.google.com/books?id=HPQYa5bwx6wC&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=found+haddix+google&source=gbs_navlinks_s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Lqmjp0hMs5C2J9tJbcQeoqNpFG9OiJ1/view?usp=sharing
https://books.google.com/books/about/Fever_1793.html?id=GdKxDUo9eH0C
https://books.google.com/books?id=3ia-XWJVD7oC&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=flush+google+hiaasen&source=gbs_navlinks_s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14xzTnLYQZ6E1N8n0m9QW69NJxUlrCfJd/view?usp=sharing
https://books.google.com/books?id=GuOQCgAAQBAJ&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=counting+by+sevens+google&source=gbs_navlinks_s
https://books.google.com/books?id=xsUoiigIw74C&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=drums+girls+and+dangerous+pies+google&source=gbs_navlinks_s
https://books.google.com/books?id=7ao2AAAAQBAJ&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=I+Am+Malala:+How+One+Girl+Stood+Up+for+Education+and+Changed+the+World&source=gbs_navlinks_s
https://books.google.com/books?id=U70sgPyfjDAC&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=I+Am+Malala:+The+Girl+Stood+Up+for+Education+and+Was+Shot+by+the+Taliban&source=gbs_navlinks_s
https://books.google.com/books?id=2MPND7Va03oC&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=Travel+Team+by+Lupicia&source=gbs_navlinks_s


Some other Good Books: 
●​ Hatchet by Gary Paulsen  
●​ Call of the Wild by Jack London (unabridged version)  

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=QdX94z_OoukC&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=hatchet&source=gbs_navlinks_s
https://books.google.com/books?id=xFIYAAAAYAAJ&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=call+of+the+wild+unabridged+version&source=gbs_navlinks_s

