atkds, naming Ray Sullivan of the Miam| Contemporary Dance Compary

3 ard gepecily Octawia Campos, whose “Bugchasers” was 3 recent

§ controversial hit at the Camival Centier as wel, "Octavio i aways open 10
g colaborating and offering artiste quadance *

Ancither big influence o0 bath Teakos and the pestomming arts scene a5 &
whald is Diana Lozana, founder of Circ X, who, aong with Campos, now
= - g % taarhe ' 5 ool 7 he Arts. A prolean travel
= - _.Jﬁ e @5 . g o l : T R : : paches at Miami's New World Schoal of the Arts, A protean traveling
- = 1 " — b L performance troupe, Cire X has also been commissioned by the Miame
music. art. ﬂEﬂQ.IrE.‘__&a WA 2] 1 T e Wy i Light Proect fanother key organization within the parlormance realm

m| in Miami} and the Camival Center to create a fresh piece that will be

TH E TH ESPI ANS performed next year at “Here and Now: 20087, a showease of onginal

works by South Honda visual and perfarming anists
Miami's theater scene may still be under-the-radar, but there are some visionary “Cie X combines the viscaal e of  rightciub performance with the

key players and organizations looking to change that. sophistication and technigue of trained actors and dancers,” Lozang
exprains. Founded in 2002, Lozana sees & bright future for Miasmi and Circ
X, which manages 16 ply the bils thiough many corparate events, “Théte
wis & time when | wanied 10 ieave,” she adds, "Dut aiter traveling 5o
much with Cire X, | aen entited about what s happening rght hene. Mism

. s soene of e best raw 1akent - groundbrealiang et & amazing a4

EY DANNY BRODY B arything you'l find in New York or Chicago.”

Bul while some lncal artsts and perlonmers hive had wodks

commasionéd of produced by the Carrival Cente, the performing ans

Conlex has Ko baoome the 5400 milion goriia in the room, There

1§ ety 6 miach manky 1 go sround, and dveryore wants thee shire

Could thes hav an effect on the smaller venues, with itk hope of major

COrpOIale Giad of Sporsorships?

One such small but poputar troupe is the Mad Cat Theatre Company,
whise founder and artistc director, Paul Tel, sees 3 growing struga'e for
the fiew dollars that will remain for arts funcing after this ear's tax cuts
in Wi and Miam-Dage County. “Peopre here are willing 10 support an
{f the arts support themsehves,” he says, somewhal mystically, “Though
when the Carnna Cerier cnes poor, ther support comes from the same
organzations that furd Mad Cat and other smaller ants organizations

It's the samé pot " Tel molded Mad Cat after John Rodaz's Asea Seage on
Lincoin Road, where he and Mad Cat actors soott Genn and Enk Fatvegat
started thewr carcers, Plays such a8 "Animals. and Pants”, "Evenything WA
B Diftarant”, and the extraordinary “Mr. Marmalade™ draw an audience
that (s "pretty hip and pratty young, even if they're in their 50¢ or 60s,”
Tes mentions. "Cool peaple you'd want 1o have 3 drnk with afier

the show.”

OF course, Ara Stage closed eight years ago, displaced by Victona's
Secret, and inorder 1o maintain a haalthy peclorming ans scena, 25 the

A highly charngmats, ambitiou and multitalented figune in the scene,
Matasha Tsakos — who created the exiszentisin and glonously playiul “Up

Wake™ — feets that Miami has become & Sirious atir Great Russan aciondinector Constantin Staniskneki ance abierved, “First
T, Mer pIesE wais supported by the Carnival Cel:h-f, Miame s embatbed of al. ane kas %o create a company & 'EI.':I while --rI (,N“.d Mad f:'l':
shiine 10 the performing ans, where i ook place. “hiami has been i J .

Wy N espcally thi Carmnval Corer,” shi says, her enofmols ' (which hosts its plays a1 Miami Light Project's Light Bow Stucio) out of the
eyes and spider-like imbs seemingly tailored for the big sage. In “Up = ashes of those before hm and admeres the new iroupes tha? have Sprung

‘Wake”, developed over T years, Teakos plays & characier named Zeno, P X X i
sitounded by 30 animated images that dance ard move in intricate and U Lsuch o Gigund Upb gr":"q" h{I knowws that {here & “'ﬂh one Wiy o
PrecHE harmmany Wilh her ive-ad erformance. She ponts oul that her thee scene 10 continue 19 grow and hve

“rmission i to stay away fnom bulshin. . the bickerng and backsLabbing by |

“In thie early ‘708, in Chicago, som arists Stooped going 1o New York for
work, and you had the birth of the greatest homegrawn (heater sene

it thi U5, miybe the word. Now, while there stll needs 10 be mare of
A Awareneds in the Miam| anta, thede ang mone artists who are actualy
§taying here,” he observes, pombing 10 people ke local plapwnght Marco
Ramirez, whose “Meber Beast™ premveved at Mad Cat in Navember, The
24-year-old won the Heideman Award lor best short play and, whie he
may have gotten his BFA &t NYU, he & a gradudte of Conl Reef High and
i based in Miami, Adds Te, with a glimmer of hope, “What happened in
Chicaga, | hope we can see thal in Miami in our lifelimes.”

MATASHA T3 1 ¥ID CAMPOS. PHOTOORAPH BY JOMN AZAN ASARE



