
​
Letter of Support from Members of the ​
SLO Healthcare Workforce Partnership ​
 

December 1, 2024 

Dear Grant Selection Committee, 

The SLO Healthcare Workforce Partnership was launched in September 2023 to address the critical shortage 
of healthcare professionals in physical, behavioral, and oral health in San Luis Obispo County.  This 
collaborative Partnership is composed of 30 organizations representing healthcare, education, and workforce 
development.  

Our mission is to ensure universal, equitable access to high quality healthcare in San Luis Obispo County by 
investing in long-term solutions to strengthen and diversify the County’s physical, behavioral, and oral health 
workforce and implementing a sustainable model that responds to existing and emerging health care needs. 

To achieve our goals, one of our top priority core strategies is to develop a “SLO Healthcare Career Pathway 
Program,” which will build a pipeline to healthcare careers. This pipeline will initially include career exploration 
fairs for high school students, a paid summer internship program for college students and recent graduates, 
and linkages to high quality healthcare jobs in San Luis Obispo County. This program will include a direct 
partnership with Health Career Connections, a non-profit organization with over 34 years of experience 
providing a healthcare paid summer internship and professional development program. It will also require 
extensive collaboration between area healthcare employers, workforce development organizations, and 
training and education providers (the K-12 school districts, Cuesta College, Cal Poly, A.T. Still, and other 
regional educational programs).  

As members of this Partnership, we sign below to indicate our enthusiastic support of the Partnership’s grant 
application with UPLIFT Central Coast and agree to engage in the development of the “SLO Healthcare Career 
Pathway Program.” 

Signature Name Organization 
Penny Borenstein Dr. Penny Borenstein County of SLO, Dept. of Public Health 

Michelle Shoresman Michelle Shoresman County of SLO, Dept. of Public Health 
Marie Avila Marie Avila Dignity Health, Common Spirit 
Patty Herrera Patty Herrera Dignity Health, Common Spirit 
Sarah Clair Sarah Clair Adventist Health 
Brad Groh Brad Groh Adventist Health 
madisyn masatani Madisyn Masatani Community Health Centers of Central Coast 

Elias Guzman Elias Guzman Community Health Centers of Central Coast 

Jordan Turetsky Jordan Turetsky CenCal Health 
Gisela Taboada Gisela Taboada CenCal Health 
Adam Butler Adam Butler CenCal Health 
Frank Warren Frank Warren County of SLO, Dept. of Behavioral Health 

Kristen Alexander Kristen Alexander Transitions Mental Health Association (TMHA) 

Barbara Morrow Barb Morrow County of SLO, Dept. of Public Health/Oral Health 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexandra Chamberlain Alexandra Chamberlain Tolosa Children’s Dental Center 
Lisa Fraser Lisa Fraser Center for Family Strengthening (CFS) 

Angel Lopez Angel Lopez Promotores Collaborative of SLO 
Fernanda Lucas Fernanda Lucas Promotores Collaborative of SLO 
Terrance Harris Terrance Leshae Harris California Polytechnic State Univ., SLO 
Tina Hadaway-Mellis Tina Hadaway-Mellis California Polytechnic State Univ., SLO 
Aydin Nazmi Aydin Nazmi California Polytechnic State Univ., SLO 
Kristi Weddige Kristi Weddige California Polytechnic State Univ., SLO 
Eric L. Sauers Eric Sauers A.T. Still University 
Beth Johnson, RN MSN Beth Johnson, RN, MSN Cuesta College 

 Heather Tucker Cuesta College 

Cherie Moore Cherie Moore Cuesta College 
Micheal Specchierla Micheal Specchierla Innovations of SLO County Office of Education 
Jennifer Clayton Jennifer Clayton SLO County Office of Education & SLO Partners 
Paul Piette Paul Piette SLO County Office of Education & SLO Partners 
Jeff Oxendine Jeff Oxendine Health Career Connections (HCC) 
Dawn Boulanger Dawn Boulanger Workforce Development Board of SLO County 
Bob Redlo Bob Redlo Bay Area Healthcare Workforce Development 
 

 

Elizabeth “Biz” 
Steinberg 

CAPSLO 

 

Hugo Casteneda Compass Business Services 

Susan McGraw Susan McGraw Consultant, SLO Healthcare Workforce Partnership 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   


