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Introduction 
This document represents an ongoing effort to catalogue the world’s philosophical 
autobiographies. 
 
For the purposes of this project, a “philosophical autobiography” means either: 
 

1.​ An autobiography or memoir by a philosopher. 

2.​ An autobiography or memoir by someone whose work is largely recognized as 
philosophy. 

3.​ A work of philosophy that either contains or is predicated upon strong autobiographical 
components. 

 
Works that do not quite fit these definitions, but come close or are aligned in spirit, are filed 
under “Edge Cases.” 

Usage Notes 
Texts are listed alphabetically by author. However, where an author has published multiple 
autobiographical works, these texts are arranged chronologically by original publication date. 
 
Each top-level entry in the list is meant to be a recent English-language version. Original 
language versions or older editions/translations are listed as subordinate entries. Works without 
suitable English translations are listed under “Works Unavailable in English.” 
 
Hyperlinks to print and online versions are included where possible, noting whether the online 
version deviates from the linked printed version. 
 
This document allows suggestions via comments. Additions or corrections are welcomed, but are 
subject to review. 
 
A read-only copy of the most up-to-date version of this document is available on my website. 

https://alexanderbjoy.com/philosophical-autobiographies/
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