
Palestine is a queer issue, and it is our duty to listen and learn from queer Palestinians who are
living under Israeli occupation. We are urgently calling upon queer organizations and
leaders to speak up, take action, and demand a ceasefire.

Below you will find resources and information on pinkwashing. We aim to help allies learn not
only about what pinkwashing is, but how to respond. In this current moment, the most pressing
need is for queer organizations and leaders to join the call for a ceasefire and understand that
Palestine is a queer issue.

Pinkwashing at a glance:
“Pinkwashing” is propaganda used by Israel in their ongoing campaign to dehumanize the
Palestinian people. They propel a narrative that Israel is “pro-queer,” and reinforce orientalist
and racist tropes about Arabs, Muslims, and Middle Eastern (SWANA) people being
“backwards.” This propaganda serves to justify Israel’s continued murder, displacement, and
occupation of the Palestinian people by appealing to liberal sensibilities and individualism.

Through pinkwashing strategies, Israel intentionally distracts the public from their racist and
violent actions by projecting an image of freedom and safety for queer people. Pinkwashing
erases the existence of queer Palestinians who have been blackmailed by the IDF, who are
living under occupation, who are dying at the hands of Israel. One can not be a safe refuge for
LGBTQI+ communities and simultaneously commit genocide, mass displacement and ongoing
dispossession of the Palestinian people. Pinkwashing is one of many violent strategies that
attacks the sovereignty of Palestine.

Our struggles and our humanity are bound together.

http://uscpr.org/protests
http://bit.ly/StopGazaGenocide
http://bit.ly/StopGazaGenocide


Queer and trans liberation can never come at the expense of the Palestinian people.

“As Israel tarnishes its international image with continued and systematic violence against the
Palestinian people, Israel is working hard to do PR damage control. Brand Israel, a campaign
by the Israeli foreign ministry, prime minister, and finance ministry—in consultation with U.S.
marketing experts—aims to re-brand Israel as progressive and modern instead of militaristic and
based on a system of ethno-religious supremacy.

Pinkwashing is a component of Brand Israel. Pinkwashing refers to Israel’s campaign to
distract from its egregious violations of international law and the human, civil, and political rights
of Palestinians by shining a bright light on its supposed cultural liberalism and its supposed fun,
fabulous, and gay-friendly culture.

Pinkwashing juxtaposes a falsely progressive image of Israel with a racist portrayal of
Palestinian, Arab, and Muslim societies as backwards, repressive, and intolerant. This is part of
a long-standing colonial logic that uses racist, orientalist portrayals to justify Western
colonization as a way of “saving” and “freeing” the colonized, who are too “uncivilized” to rule
themselves.” - US Campaign for Palestinian Rights

Images like these are examples of Israeli pinkwashing in media

(START HERE) LEARN MORE ABOUT PINKWASHING:
● READ: Al-qaws: Beyond Propaganda: Pinkwashing as Colonial Violence
● WATCH: Beyond Propaganda: Reorienting Anti-Pinkwashing Organizing with Adalah

Justice Project
● WATCH: Liberation in Palestine, A Queer Issue – talk by Haneen Maikey
● READ: Israel’s Gay Propaganda War – by Jasbir Puar
● READ: Gay Rights with a Side of Apartheid

https://mondoweiss.net/2011/11/a-documentary-guide-to-brand-israel-and-the-art-of-pinkwashing/
https://uscpr.org/activist-resource/grassroots-advocacy-toolkit/palestine-as-a-queer-struggle/
https://kms.jadaliyya.com/images/500x500xo/MayaJasbir.png
http://www.alqaws.org/articles/Beyond-Propaganda-Pinkwashing-as-Colonial-Violence?category_id=0
https://www.facebook.com/adalahjusticeproject/videos/beyond-propaganda-reorienting-anti-pinkwashing-organizing/407217914007303/
http://alqaws.org/videos/Liberation-in-Palestine-A-Queer-Issue-Haneen-Maikey
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2010/jul/01/israels-gay-propaganda-war
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/2201473X.2012.10648841


(CONNECT) PALESTINIAN QUEER ORGANIZATIONS:
● AlQaws for Sexual & Gender Diversity in Palestinian Society
● ASWAT: Palestinian Feminist Center for Sexual and Gender Freedoms
● Palestinian Queers for Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (PQBDS)
● Queer Palestinian Empowerment Network (QPEN)

GO DEEPER
● In Gaza, ‘Queering the Map’ Shows Heartbreaking LGBT Notes | TIME
● Coloniality of Gender
● USCPR Toolkit: No Pride in Apartheid (a large cache of resources here)

http://alqaws.org/siteEn/index
https://www.facebook.com/aswat.voices/
https://pqbds.wordpress.com/
https://www.instagram.com/Qpaliempowerus/
https://time.com/6326254/queering-the-map-gaza-lgbt-palestinians/
https://globalsocialtheory.org/topics/coloniality-of-gender/
http://uscpr.org/NoPrideInApartheid

