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SOLDIER GIVEN SURPRISE.

WOt AT e G OB ¢

| Rergt Fred Bangs returned home
this afternoon at 1.568 o'clock, after

|
|
|

\
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nineteen months’ service in France,

land wag extended a welcome which
was A msurprise, He hadl endeavored

to keep secret the time of his ar-

rival, but indirectly the information
was obtained, ‘The Arion band, of
which he was a4 membher befores leav-

ing the city, went to the station In

an auto truck, upon which was a

| banner “Welcome Home, Fred Bangs.”

The young man was taken complete-
ly unawares, and his intended sur-
| prise arrival proved a boomerang up-
on himeelf. Bergeant Bangs was In
the band of the Twenty-third engl-
| neara,
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A LOT OF TRAVELING. |

It is Being Done by Some of the
Soldiers Now in France.

France, March 11.—M. J. Rounds,
B.P. 0. E, 292 —Dear Sir and Brother:
To begin with I want te apologize to
you and to 252 for not writing before, |
but“hnumtlotetmwn:i
the last twumonthl.mdlmjuu{
beginning to catch up in my corres
pondence. .

In the first place we are here, In

'what I always thought was the only
country to llve In as far as the cif

not in the most

mats was concerned, but either we are
agreeable part of |
France or at their most unpleasant |
time, for we have seen *“some” mud |
and rain, but ths last week It has ha
gun to Ary up and the sun shines
quites warm for about four hours
around midday. There sure {s a great
difference in the weather we have
here and what you folks are experi.
encing at home, according to a letter
I recelved from my mother this morn-
ing, which by the way, ll‘tho first
mall T have seen with the United
States postmark, addressed to myself, |
in ten weeks. |

‘We are doing road repair work and
will have enough to do for some time, |
as tha French roads are In nesd of
repair for the following reason main- |
ly: The scarcity of French labor, and |
the heavy traffic thrown on them
since the United States took a hand.

One sees so many widows on the |
streats, and you can't help but think i
that France has surely done her share |
in this great war and the women folks
have suffered along with the men, and
are dolng their bit by filling the va-
cancles left by the men in most every
kind of vocation.

I can truthfully say that the sol-
dier sent here from the states, has
every necessity bhoth in the line of
clothing and in food, as we eat very
good, In fact thera s such a great
difference in that line, other than I |
expected, that this lift isn't so bad
after all, and there is something about |
the army life that no one can explain,
that is fascinating, and If one can
keep in good health, and not weaken,
he |1s generally satisfled with things.

I suppose you are somewhat sur.
prised to see this letter tvpewritten,
but as I have been assigned to the
offlce for a while, I thought I would
surprise my friends by uslng a ma-
chine, for they stand a chance then|
of reading it, as vou probably know |

American  Expfditionary  Forces,
Feb, 9 —Dear Mother—At last I have
arrived in sunny France and there
sure |s a great difference In the climate
for this time of the vear. We arrived
at one of tha larger seaports and were
«ont to this base by raflroad,

Wo were on the train for
hours and had a third class coach
which was bhetter than [ expected.
The scenery was wonderful, every.
thing green and every one
in their gardens., I laughed to think
of vou people back home burning up
the coal and probably having

| wWeather.

There 2 a marked difference in the
people, buildings and thelr wayvs over
On the train we passed a yard
two women were unioading =

here

where

fifteaen |

working

ZOro |

cnrlond of brick and they sure were

The women here
in the

handling them fast,
e surely doing their share
wir

We had an uneventful vovage and
vood feed, but every one was glad 1o
et foot on solid land. We don't know
how long we will be at this camp, per-

I haps some time, and possibly we may

be moved near the fighting line.

Tell pa there are a great many Pack-
arde used here, also Plierce Arrows,
Whitesr and some English and French
machines, It sure looked good to see
a Packard at work and 1 hope I can
gel one to drive soon, but f{t looks

or most anvthing else instead of what

'more llke the plek and shovel for ours |

we enlisted for, but whatever it is we

tAan dt‘l it.
I am writing this at the Y. M. C. A,

There {8 a canteen here where we can

buy luxuries that are not on the army
maoennu

and as we get paid In French money
wo muet fareet the ' Plarthuae 1Tnum

We were advised to have our
. money transferred into French notes |



shkosh businessman,
Fred L. Bangs, dies

i
! Oshkosh businessman Fred L. Bangs, 89, who had

and operated the E.P. Bangs Trucking Co. for 55
?Ars died Monday afternoon in Mercy Medical Center.
- He was born Sept. 18, 1893, in Oshkosh, the son of
emelius P. and Louisa Sarah Markart Bangs. He mar-
ried Amanda Norkofski, Aug. 21, 1921.
She died April 26, 1962. He married
Charlotte Hayek Ewest, Jan. 11, 1969.
Mr. Bangs’ father started the E.P.
Bangs Trucking Co. in 1900. He began
working for his father in 1907, using
horse-drawn drays, then bought the
® business in 1926 and operated it until
~ Mr. Bangs became a member of the

@& " Arion Band and Orchestra as a flutist
h“ od s in 1913. He served in the Army 23rd En-
L. Bang gineers during World War I as a musi-
cian first class, playing flute and piccolo in the band. He
was a member of Cook-Fuller Post No. 70, the Last Man'’s
Club No. 1, Trinity Episcopal Church and a former mem-
ber of its choir. He was a lifelong member of the Fox
River Valley Traffic Club and a former member of the
Elks. -
Surviving are his widow; one son, John, Oshkosh, three
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
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