
                  

                     

        

 
March 6, 2026 
 
The Honorable Monique Limón 
Senate President pro Tempore 
1021 O Street, Suite 8518 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable John Laird 
Chair, Senate Budget & Fiscal Review Committee 
1021 O Street, Suite 8720 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable Sasha Renée Pérez 
Chair, Senate Education Committee 
1021 O Street, Suite 6720 
Sacramento, CA 95814  
 
 
RE: Budget Request for $25 Million Investment in K–12 School Garden-Based Nutrition 
and Science Education through the California Department of Food and Agriculture, Farm 
to School Program 
 
Dear Senate Budget Leadership: 



 
We respectfully request a one-time allocation of $25 million to the California Department of 
Food and Agriculture’s (CDFA) Office of Farm to Fork, Farm to School Program, for 
standards-aligned K–12 garden-based nutrition, science, and Career Technical Education. This 
investment would reach approximately 500,000 students at a cost of roughly $50 per student, 
representing less than 0.44% (less than half of a percent) of the state’s per-pupil allocation. We 
urge the Legislature to include this funding as a Proposition 98 education expenditure or as a 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund Discretionary allocation in the 2026–27 budget, with funding 
effective immediately to prevent further program losses. 
 
An Urgent Gap in Nutrition and Garden Education. California faces the devasting loss of 
approximately $132 million annually in federal SNAP-Ed nutrition education funding (CalFresh 
Healthy Living), eliminated by House Resolution 1, removing the primary source of nutrition 
education in schools statewide. The state's 2026-27 projected funding for the Farm to School 
program totals $20,000,000, which represents ongoing funding at the same levels as allocated 
in the 2025 state budget. Among the K-12 Farm to School Grantees last year, 73% have built or 
expanded a total of 353 school gardens and 68% have provided some hands-on food, gardening, 
or farming education as part of school curriculum. This budget request would infuse additional 
funding into the successful Farm to School grant program to ensure that up to 500,000 more 
students have access to high-quality school garden-based education utilizing existing or new 
school gardens as outdoor classrooms. Although 50% of California schools have garden 
infrastructure, only approximately 9% use these gardens for ongoing learning programs for 
students. Without action, this gap will widen, and the communities with the least access to 
high-quality nutrition education will be those most affected. Currently, 72% of school garden 
programs are concentrated in wealthier districts that rely on private fundraising, leaving 
low-income communities without equitable access to this proven educational model. 
 
A Cost-Effective Solution Using Existing Infrastructure. This request builds on California’s 
previous $15 million investment in school garden infrastructure via the Instructional School 
Garden Program by activating those gardens for standards-aligned instruction, not building 
new programs from scratch. Proposition 98 funding is appropriate for this purpose: 
garden-based instruction qualifies as K–12 education spending, including Career Technical 
Education, and the Farm to School program has received Prop 98 funding previously, 
establishing precedent. The Governor’s proposed 2026–27 budget estimates a significant 
increase in the Proposition 98 guarantee to $125.5 billion, reflecting revised revenue 
projections. The loss of federal SNAP-Ed nutrition education funding has created an education 
deficit that Prop 98 is designed to address.  
 
Legislative Precedent and Broad Coalition Support. The Senate Agriculture Committee is 
introducing a committee bill to formally direct the currently unused, unfunded Instructional 
School Garden Program to the California Department of Food and Agriculture’s Office of Farm 
to Fork, aligning it with the state’s existing, funded Farm to School Programs that include 
garden-based nutrition education, and eliminating duplicative code. SB 341 (Pérez, 2025), 
which would have reestablished and moved the Instructional School Garden Program to the 
Department of Food and Agriculture, received the backing of more than 135 organizations and 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rgVcANtemD0p1ite3j34FnvU2AJ4XB20a7MgpwA5xEo/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rgVcANtemD0p1ite3j34FnvU2AJ4XB20a7MgpwA5xEo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18bFFiM2nBunWSZSVHX5E2MR1I7HBHxIIwNRzU3Ihpl0/edit?usp=sharing
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five bipartisan co-authors, and passed both the Senate Agriculture and Education Committees 
unanimously. The 70-member California School Garden Coalition includes school districts, 
environmental education organizations, public health advocates, and agricultural stakeholders 
united behind this investment. 
 
Proven Results for Students and Communities. Research consistently demonstrates that 
school garden education delivers measurable outcomes across multiple state priorities. 
Students participating in garden-based instruction eat three times more fruits and vegetables, 
directly addressing childhood nutrition and health equity. Garden programs increase science 
achievement scores and student engagement while reducing stress and anxiety and building 
resilience. Students participating in experiential education programs focused on climate 
solutions make choices that result in a 30% smaller carbon footprint, and research shows scaled 
environmental literacy programs can reduce carbon emissions on par with rooftop solar or 
electric vehicles. These programs also create green career pathways and agricultural workforce 
readiness, supporting California’s economic future. Research strongly indicates that school 
garden education programs have significant positive impacts on both school attendance and 
parent enrollment decisions, both of which are key drivers of school district income in an era of 
declining public school enrollment. 
 
This investment advances California’s commitments to climate action, health equity, 
environmental literacy, and agricultural workforce development through a single, proven, 
cost-effective program. We respectfully urge the Legislature to include this $25 million 
allocation in the 2026–27 budget.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and your continued leadership on behalf of California’s 
students. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The California School Garden Coalition & Friends 
 
Sponsor Organizations: 
The CA School Garden Leadership Team 
 

 
Rachel Black 
Executive Director 
Garden School Foundation 
 

 
John Fisher 
Director of Programs and Partnerships 

LifeLab 
 

 
Anna Jackson 
Executive Director 
Ventura County Farm to School 
 

 
Grey Kolevzon 

https://foodcorps.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Nourishing-Futures-for-Every-Student-web.pdf
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2022.877058/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2022.877058/full
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-018-5661-9
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-021-00343-4
https://scholarworks.sjsu.edu/comm_pub/36/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2022.877058/full
https://sites.google.com/tenstrands.org/caschoolgardencoalition/home


Co-Director, Development 
Growing Together 
 
 
 
Vicki Moore 

Founder 
Living Classroom 

 
Linda Livers 
Founder & Consultant 
SustainConsulting, LLC 

 
 

 



Organizations: 

The CA School Garden Leadership Team (listed above) has the authorization to sign this letter of 
support on behalf of the following organizations. 
 
Estrella Risinger 
Executive Director 
Association for Environmental and Outdoor Education (AEOE) 

Cindy Davis 
Executive Chairperson 
Cadman Cooking and Garden Education Program 

Benjamin Goff 
Garden and Cooking Program Supervisor 
Berkeley Unified School District 

Jazzari Taylor 
Policy Advocate 
Latino Outdoors 

Kelly Osborne 
CEO 
Roots & Wings​
​
Adam Boisvert​
Deputy Director​
Urban Tilth 

Lori Whalen 
Vice President 
Environmental Nature Center 

Cyane Dandridge 
Executive Director 
Strategic Energy Innovations (SEI) 

Carly Amatisto-Smith 
Program Coordinator 
UC Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Alexa Norstad​



Executive Director​
Center for Ecoliteracy 

Alise Echele 
Nutrition & Farm to School Coordinator 
Rio School District 

Andrew Feil 
Executive Director 
Every Neighborhood Partnership 

Candice Dickens-Russell 
CEO 
Friends of the Los Angeles River 

Matthew Ampersand 
Finder/Founder 
Find Out Farms 

Tayloranne Finch 
Program Director 
Grow Together Gardens 

Gabbie Listana 
Chair 
San Francisco Youth Commission 

 
Seewan Eng 
Executive Director (Interim) 
Growing Healthy Kids 

 
Individuals:  

John Fisher, School Garden Educator, Parent 

Frith O'Steen, School Garden Educator 

Kat Romo, School Garden/Living Schoolyard Program Manager 

Brooke Beyer, School Garden Coordinator, Fertile Groundworks, Livermore 



Shannan Johnson, Teacher and Garden Educator 

Lisa Masukawa, La Madera Elementary School Garden Chair 

Lori Jagoda, Master Gardener, Amador County 

Cindy Davis, School Garden Educator 

Kristine Wyndham, Outdoor Educator 

John Matthesen, School Garden Educator, Growing Healthy Kids 

Katerina Shahpazova, Parent 

Brianna Lopez, School Garden Educator 

Jenny Jacobs, School Garden Educator and Parent 

McKenna Lenhart, Nonprofit Staff 

Megan Freeman, Nonprofit Manager 

Itzel Camarena, School garden educator 

Marly Miller, Nature Preschool Teacher 

Caelli Wright, Grant Coordinator 

Nora Dvosin, School Garden Educator 

Samantha Blasena, School Garden Educator 

Beth Benjamin, Advocate 

Susan Dahlgren, Retired School Garden Educator 

Erika Perloff, Advocate 

Jennifer Barnette, Parent 

Miriam Stombler, Parent 

Olga de Santa Anna, Retired Teacher, Principal, and Board Member 

Jill McArthur, Farm to School Field Coordinator 



Lora Klein, Educator 

Yajaira Padilla, Garden teacher 

Tamara Basepayne, Director of Outdoor Education and STEM Programs 

Mitzy Valdes, School Garden Educator / Teacher 

Emily Yang, High School Student 

Betsy Elkinton, Garden Coordinator 

Jon Lewis, Master Gardener volunteer 

Nia Henderson, School Garden Educator 

Emily Pfeiffer-Russell, Teacher 

Jasmyn Lemus, Student Services Specialist HCOE 

Karena Pushnik, Master Gardener and grandparent 

Paige Wilson, Teacher 

Deborah McArthur, School Garden Educator 

C Maradik-Symkowick, Parent and Advocate 

Jesse Alm, School Garden Educator 

Melanie Cross, Farm to School Director 

Jacqueline Lacey, STEAM & Innovation Program Specialist 

Aprille Harris, Tech Writer 

Jeff Dolle, Advocate 

Nancy Bellinghiere-Hall, Grandparent, Retired School Garden Educator, 33-Year Teacher, 
Advocate 
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