
 

 

HB 1: THE PEDIATRIC HEALTH SAFE STORAGE ACT 

ADVOCACY TOOLKIT 

 

Welcome, and thank you for your help in advancing our slate of gun safety bills in 

Georgia! 

 

Our top priority this session is HB 1, the Pediatric Health Safe Storage Act. 

 

The Pediatric Health Safe Storage Act aims to keep our children safer from gun violence, 

which as of 2020 is the #1 cause of death in children and teens in the United States. 

 

This bill simply requires that guns that could be accessed by unsupervised minors be 

stored securely. More than half the states in this country have some form of child access 

or secure storage law, including Florida and Texas. Georgia is not among them.  

 

 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/69281
https://www.kff.org/mental-health/issue-brief/child-and-teen-firearm-mortality-in-the-u-s-and-peer-countries/
https://twitter.com/AuforGA/status/1639297782015041538?s=20
https://www.everytown.org/solutions/responsible-gun-storage/


 

(Everytown for Gun Safety: Secure Storage) 

 

Some history on this bill. 

 

In February of 2023, the Pediatric Health Safe Storage Act became the only substantive 

piece of gun safety legislation to receive a hearing in the Republican majority state 

legislature in years. However, the committee Chair subsequently indicated that he had 

no intention of holding a vote on the bill, effectively killing its prospects for the 

biennium. 

 

Inaction on this issue is unacceptable. That’s why we need your help. 

 

Gun safety needs to be a priority for Georgia with safe storage at the top, particularly 

after the tragic shooting at Apalachee High School, the deadliest school shooting in the 

history of the state. As many may recall, the shooter at Apalachee was only 14 years old. 

Had we passed The Pediatric Health Safe Storage Act in 2023, this and many other 

tragedies could have been averted. 

 

Therefore, we re-introduced it for the 2025-2026 biennium as HB 1. It has again been 

assigned to the House Committee for Public Safety and Homeland Security. 

 

https://www.everytown.org/solutions/responsible-gun-storage/
https://www.everytown.org/solutions/responsible-gun-storage/
https://georgiarecorder.com/2023/03/16/firearm-safety-bill-gets-rare-hearing-in-gop-controlled-georgia-legislature/
https://twitter.com/AuforGA/status/1639297774410780672?s=20
https://twitter.com/AuforGA/status/1639297774410780672?s=20
https://x.com/AuforGA/status/1639297782015041538
https://georgiarecorder.com/2025/01/08/georgia-lawmakers-could-revive-gun-safety-bill-with-apalachee-high-shootings-a-fresh-memory/
https://www.legis.ga.gov/committees/house/129


In order to progress, HB 1 needs to receive a full committee hearing and a 

vote before Crossover Day. 

 

Below you will find a toolkit on how to contact key members of the Republican House 

majority to urge them to act on this issue, along with a script that you can use for 

emails or calls.  

 

Check back here often for updates on our public advocacy campaign, links to future 

advocacy events, and more targeted calls to action so we can advance HB 1 and get it to 

the Governor’s desk for his signature in 2025. 

 

Owning guns may be a right, but protecting children is our collective responsibility. 

Enough talk. It’s time to act. 

 

 

QUICK LINKS: WHO TO CONTACT 

 

The Republican leadership, in particular the Speaker of the House, and committee 

chairs, determine what bills are heard, voted on, and when. The job of an elected official 

is to listen to their constituents, and for this reason it is important to call, email, 

write letters, visit their offices—whatever it takes to get them to move on this issue! 

 

Here’s how to reach them: 

 

Speaker of the House, Jon Burns 

Email: jon.burns@house.ga.gov 

District Address: P.O. Box 1000, Springfield, GA 31329 

Capitol Address: 332 State Capitol, Atlanta, GA 30334 

Office phone: (404) 656-5020 

 

Speaker Pro Tem, Jan Jones 

Email: jan.jones@house.ga.gov 

District Address: 12850 Highway 9, Suite 600-356, Milton, GA 30004 

Capitol Address: 340 State Capitol, Atlanta, GA 30334 

Office phone: (404) 656-5072 

 

Chair, House Committee for Public Safety and Homeland Security, Clint 

Crowe 

Email: clint.crowe@house.ga.gov 

District Address: 115 Mabry Rd, Jackson, GA 30233 

Capitol Address: 612-A Coverdell Legislative Office Bldg. Atlanta, GA 30334 

Office phone: (404) 656-0325 

 

Vice Chair, House Committee for Public Safety and Homeland Security, 

Kimberly New 

Email: kimberly.new@house.ga.gov 

District Address: [not listed but lives in Villa Rica] 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/house/speaker
mailto:jon.burns@house.ga.gov
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/142?session=1033
mailto:jan.jones@house.ga.gov
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/5002?session=1033
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/5002?session=1033
mailto:clint.crowe@house.ga.gov
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/5030?session=1033
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/5030?session=1033
mailto:kimberly.new@house.ga.gov


Capitol Address: 612-F Coverdell Legislative Office Bldg. Atlanta, GA 30334 

Office phone: (404) 656-0325 

 

Republican Caucus Leader, Chuck Efstration 

Email: chuck.efstration@house.ga.gov 

District Address: P.O. Box 1656, Dacula, GA 30019 

Capitol Address: 338 State Capitol, Atlanta, GA 30334 

Office phone: (404) 656-5052 

 

Republican Caucus Whip, James Burchett 

Email: james.burchett@house.ga.gov 

District Address: 215 Pendleton St. Waycross, GA 31501 

Capitol Address: 415 State Capitol, Atlanta, GA 30334 

Office phone: (404) 656-5024 

 

Republican Caucus Chair, Bruce Williamson 

Email: bruce.williamson@house.ga.gov 

District Address: PO Box 430, Monroe, GA 30655 

Capitol Address: 415-B State Capitol, Atlanta, GA 30334 

Office phone: (404) 656-5025 

 

Republican Caucus Vice-Chairman, Houston Gaines 

Email: houston.gaines@house.ga.gov 

District Address: P.O. Box 1203, Athens, GA 30603 

Capitol Address: 415 State Capitol, Atlanta, GA 30334 

Office phone: (404) 656-5025 

 

Republican Caucus Vice-Chairman, Ginny Ehrhart 

Email: ginny.ehrhart@house.ga.gov 

District Address: P.O. Box 1206, Marietta, GA 30061 

Capitol Address: 415 State Capitol, Atlanta, GA 30334 

Office phone: (404) 656-5024 

 

Though every form of personal contact is important, the most effective is in-person 

advocacy, either in legislator’s districts or at the Capitol.  

 

We work with Georgia Majority for Gun Safety on these efforts at the Capitol, you 

can sign up to join their work here.  

 

Medical professionals should also consider signing up to join Georgia Clinicians for 

Gun Safety here. 

 

 

WHAT TO SAY: EMAIL SCRIPT (can copy and paste) or CALL SCRIPT 

 

 

—--------- 

https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/846?session=1033
mailto:chuck.efstration@house.ga.gov
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/4967?session=1033
mailto:james.burchett@house.ga.gov
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/778?session=1033
mailto:bruce.williamson@house.ga.gov
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/4955?session=1033
mailto:houston.gaines@house.ga.gov
https://www.legis.ga.gov/members/house/4937?session=1033
mailto:ginny.ehrhart@house.ga.gov
https://www.georgiamajority.org/
https://georgiagunsafety.org/


 
Dear [ENTER NAME HERE], 
 
As your constituent, I’m writing today urging your support to pass a firearm safe storage 
law in Georgia to keep our children safer. My name is [YOUR NAME] and I am [ENTER 
PERSONAL INFORMATION HERE, PARTICULARLY IF YOU ARE A PARENT, A MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONAL, A GUN OWNER, LAW ENFORCEMENT/MILITARY BACKGROUND, A 
HISTORICALLY REPUBLICAN VOTER, etc.] 
 
Gun violence is the #1 cause of death in kids and teens in the United States. These deaths 
include accidental shootings, homicide, and suicide. HB1, the Pediatric Health Safe Storage 
Act, seeks to mitigate this leading cause of preventable injury and death. 
 
Gun violence is not a partisan issue. Gun violence is not a political issue. Gun violence is a 
public health issue, and as such, HB 1 deserves to be heard and voted on in committee 
prior to Crossover Day, to give this issue and Georgia families the respect they deserve. 
 
Owning a gun is a right. Protecting children is a responsibility, and Georgians need to know that 
members of the legislature take seriously, not just in word, but in deed. 
 
Thank you for your support in bringing HB 1, the Pediatric Health Safe Storage Act, to a 
full committee hearing and vote early in the 2025 legislative session. 
 
Sincerely, 
[YOUR NAME HERE] 
[YOUR ADDRESS and CONTACT INFORMATION] 
 
—-------- 
 

 

QUICK FACTS: SAFE STORAGE 

(from the Giffords Law Center, “Child Access Prevention and Safe Storage”) 

 

4.6 million minors in the US live in homes with at least one loaded, unlocked firearm.
1
 

Many children know where their parents keep their guns and have accessed household 

guns — even if their parents think otherwise. 

 

Although 70% of parents reported that adolescents could not independently access 

firearms in their household, over one-third of children belonging to those households 

reported being able to access the firearm in less than five minutes.
2
 

 

Many of these children handled guns without their parents’ knowledge. Nearly a quarter 

of parents did not know that their children had handled a gun in their house.
3
 

3
 Frances Baxley and Matthew Miller, “Parental Misperceptions About Children and Firearms,” Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent 

Medicine 160, no. 5 (2006): 542-547. 

2
 Carmel Salhi, Deborah Azrael, Matthew Miller, “Parent and Adolescent Reports of Adolescent Access to Household Firearms in the 

United States,” JAMA Network Open, (2021). 

1
 Deborah Azrael, Joanna Cohen, Carmel Salhi, and Matthew Miller, “Firearm Storage in Gun–owning Households with Children: 

Results of a 2015 National Survey,” Journal of Urban Health 95, no. 3 (2018): 295–304. 

 

https://giffords.org/lawcenter/gun-laws/
https://giffords.org/lawcenter/gun-laws/policy-areas/child-consumer-safety/child-access-prevention-and-safe-storage/#footnote_2_5593


 

Household guns, often the most easily accessible firearms for youth, are a major source 

of weapons used in school shootings, youth suicides, and unintentional shooting deaths 

among children. 

 

Studies show that between 70 and 90% of guns used in youth suicides, unintentional 

shootings among children, and school shootings perpetrated by shooters under the age 

of 18 are acquired from the home or the homes of relatives or friends.
4
 

 

Several studies have shown that the risk of suicide and unintentional shootings among 

youth increases in homes where guns are kept loaded and/or unlocked.
5
 

 

Safe firearm storage helps prevent gun deaths and injuries in children, and research 

suggests that CAP and safe storage laws increase safe storage behavior. This makes these 

laws incredibly effective at preventing gun deaths and injuries among children and 

teens. 

 

Estimates suggest that even modest increases in the number of American homes safely 

storing firearms could prevent almost a third of youth gun deaths due to suicide and 

unintentional firearm injury.
6
 

 

Numerous studies over the past 20 years have found that child access prevention laws 

can reduce suicide and unintentional gun deaths and injuries among children and teens 

by up to 54%, with the greatest reductions occurring in states which require safe storage 

of firearms.
7
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Acute Care Surgery 84, no. 4 (2018): 613–619. See also, Peter Cummings, David C. Grossman, Frederick P. Rivara, and Thomas D. 

Koepsell, “State Gun Safe Storage Laws and Child Mortality Due to Firearms,” JAMA 278, no. 13 (1997): 1084–1086; Daniel W. 

Webster, Jon S. Vernick, April M. Zeoli, and Jennifer A. Manganello, “Association Between Youth–focused Firearm Laws and Youth 

Suicides,” JAMA 292, no. 5 (2004): 594–601; Jeffrey DeSimone, Sara Markowitz, and Jing Xu, “Child Access Prevention Laws and 

Nonfatal Gun Injuries,” Southern Economic Journal 80, no. 1 (2013): 5–25. 

6
 Michael C. Monuteaux, Deborah Azrael, and Matthew Miller, “Association of Increased Safe Household Firearm Storage With 

Firearm Suicide and Unintentional Death Among US Youths,” JAMA Pediatrics (2019). 

 

5
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Patients,” Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine 150, no. 11 (1996): 1160-1165; John Woodrow Cox and Steven Rich, “”The 

Gun is Not in the Closet,’” The Washington Post, August 1, 2018,https://wapo.st/2M2HSH6. See also, Bryan Vossekuil, et al., “The 

Final Report and Findings of the Safe School Initiative: Implications for the Prevention of School Attacks in the United States,” US 

Secret Service and US Department of Education, July 2004,https://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/safety/preventingattacksreport.pdf; 

Tawnell D. Hobbs, “Most Guns Used in School Shootings Come From Home,” The Wall Street Journal, April 5, 

2018,https://on.wsj.com/2Eydv2f. 
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HB 1 Bill language 

 

 



 

 

 



 


