
 
 
 
 
 
 

Citing Generative AI 
 

 

 APA 7th Edition 

If you’ve used ChatGPT or other AI tools in your research, you might describe how you 
used the tool in your introduction. In your text, provide the prompt you used and then any 
portion of the relevant text that was generated in response. Unfortunately, the results of a 
ChatGPT “chat” are not retrievable by other readers. Quoting ChatGPT’s text from a chat 
session is therefore more like sharing an algorithm’s output; thus, credit the author of the 
algorithm with a reference list entry and the corresponding in-text citation. 

Example: 
When prompted with “Is the left brain right brain divide real or a metaphor?” the 
ChatGPT-generated text indicated that although the two brain hemispheres are 
somewhat specialized, “the notation that people can be characterized as 
‘left-brained’ or ‘right-brained’ is considered to be an oversimplification and a 
popular myth” (OpenAI, 2023). 
 

Reference 
 

OpenAI. (2023). ChatGPT (Mar 14 version) [Large language model]. 
https://chat.openai.com/chat 

 
You should also put the full text of long responses from ChatGPT in an appendix of your 
paper or in online supplemental materials, so readers have access to the exact text that 
was generated. It is particularly important to document the exact text created because 
ChatGPT will generate a unique response in each chat session, even if given the same 
prompt. If you create appendices or supplemental materials, remember that each should 
be called out at least once in the body of your APA Style paper. 

Example: 
When given a follow-up prompt of “What is a more accurate representation?” the 
ChatGPT-generated text indicated that “different brain regions work together to 
support various cognitive processes” and “the functional specialization of different 
regions can change in response to experience and environmental factors” (OpenAI, 
2023; see Appendix A for the full transcript). 
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MLA 9th Edition 

You should always cite a generative AI tool whenever you paraphrase, quote, or 
incorporate into your own work any content (whether text, image, data, or other) that was 
created by it. Make sure to acknowledge all functional uses of the tool (like editing your 
prose or translating words) in a note, your text, or another suitable location. Don’t forget to 
take care to vet the secondary sources it cites. And keep in mind: the MLA template of 
core elements is meant to provide flexibility in citation. So if you find a rationale to modify 
these recommendations in your own citations, we encourage you to do so. 
 
Using the MLA Template 

Author 
We do not recommend treating the AI tool as an author. Instead, use Title of Source.  

Title of Source 
Describe what was generated by the AI tool. This may involve including information about 
the prompt in the Title of Source element if you have not done so in the text.  

Title of Container 
Use the Title of Container element to name the AI tool (e.g., ChatGPT). 

Version 
Name the version of the AI tool as specifically as possible. For example, ChatGPT 3.5, which 
assigns a specific date to the version, so the Version element shows this version date. 

Publisher 
Name the company that made the tool. 

Date 
Give the date the content was generated. 

Location 
Give the general URL for the tool. 
 

Works Cited 
“Describe the symbolism of the green light in the book The Great Gatsby by F. Scott 
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