
Contact searac@searac.org with any questions about this toolkit.

#HmongVoicesCount

Social Media Toolkit for Advocates
**Scroll down for an additional section specifically for

Hmong community leaders and advocates**

WHY are we mobilizing:
The Hmong community is woven into the tapestry of our Southeast Asian America refugee
legacy. Despite this history, the US Census Bureau misclassified Hmong Americans as 'East
Asian' rather than ‘Southeast Asian’ in a recent public dataset.

This error must be corrected because improperly categorizing Hmong Americans as East
Asian conceals the inequities our communities experience as refugees from Southeast
Asia and renders the Hmong community invisible in data. Hmong voices and stories
matter and the US Census Bureau must honor the Hmong community’s self-identification
as Southeast Asian Americans.

HOW are we mobilizing:
We’re mobilizing our communities to tell the US Census Bureau that our experiences must not
be erased. Call on the Census Bureau to fix this error by signing our petition today and sharing
with your networks. We also encourage you to participate in our social media week of action
(scroll for more instructions on how to participate below).

MORE info:
The Hmong have deep roots in Southeast Asia and the latest American Community Survey
estimates show that 95.6% of Hmong Americans reported Southeast Asia as their region of
origin, while only 1.6% reported East Asia.

In their op-ed, “The US Census Bureau Misclassified the Hmong. Our Community Suffers
as a Result,” May Gnia, Dia Cha, Peng Her, and Lee Pao Xiong share the following: “This
misclassification not only ensures that resources will not be allocated to the educational, health,
and mental health services we need, it erases our cultural history and identity. The Census
Bureau must classify us as who we are…The Census Bureau has offered to include us as a
footnote on the census form. We say not only that lawmakers and those in charge of funding
allocation likely won’t read a footnote, but that we are more than a footnote: We are
Southeast Asians who fought for this country.”

mailto:searac@searac.org
https://secure.everyaction.com/e4WcZUukhEaII1B3jwmDdw2


The Hmong community is more than a footnote and we urge the US Census Bureau not to
overlook the Hmong community’s history, experiences, and legacy as refugees from Southeast
Asia. The Hmong community are Southeast Asian Americans.

Social Media Week of Action
From Monday, Nov. 13, through Friday, Nov. 17, SEARAC and partners will host a social
media week of action to share information about and generate support for the Hmong census
reclassification. Using the #HMONGVOICESCOUNT hashtag, please join us in sharing links to
our petition and other opportunities to support Hmong census reclassification. Images can be
used for Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

For Hmong community leaders and advocates participating in this week of action, additional
graphics, language, and guidance are provided. Please scroll past the overview of the week of
action.

You can download the files from Google Drive or make a copy of the Canva graphic and add
your org’s logo. See tutorial on adding your organization’s logo here. Note that graphics should
be shared as carousels (multiple images) and please tag @SEARAC in your post.

Download full series of graphics from Google Drive

Download full series of graphics from Canva

MONDAY 11/13
Instagram/Facebook
This week [org name] is taking action to ensure that
#HmongVoicesCount and affirm that Hmong Americans are
part of the Southeast Asian legacy. If the Census Bureau does
not correct its recent misclassification of the Hmong people as
East Asians, Hmong communities' needs will be erased. Join us
in urging the US Census to correct its error and honor the
experiences, stories, and histories of the Hmong community as
refugees from Southeast Asia. You can support Hmong
communities by sharing this petition with your network:
bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount.
@SEARAC

X/Twitter
The@uscensusbureau misclassification of Hmong Americans
as 'East Asian' is a serious error. #HmongVoicesCount and will

not be erased.✍ Share this petition widely:
bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount @SEARAC

TUESDAY 11/14
Instagram/Facebook

https://secure.everyaction.com/e4WcZUukhEaII1B3jwmDdw2
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1H47gbH8VdEQSHIKVKkLQU96sE8sRjN7j?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AZODIWI5vzs5Py-GVwQfdzDAf4v0eZ9eXvPG9X61tlQ/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1b0Tpo05eAu6Mgonj2zbf8FQLnW7AFOol?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1b0Tpo05eAu6Mgonj2zbf8FQLnW7AFOol?usp=drive_link
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFrEEjXo4M/RPWzMP82RATBlvdovusc-A/edit?utm_content=DAFrEEjXo4M&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
http://bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount
https://emojipedia.org/writing-hand/
http://bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount


Download full series of infographics from Google
Drive

Download full series of infographics Canva

Data has the power to reveal and conceal. The Census Bureau’s
misclassification of the Hmong community masks the unique
challenges that Southeast Asian refugees must overcome.
Correcting this error matters because we must preserve our
cultural identity and history. Join us in ensuring
#HmongVoicesCount by signing our petition:
bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount
@SEARAC
Photo used in graphic courtesy of KaYing Yang

X/Twitter
Data has the power to reveal and conceal. Join us in telling
@uscensusbureau that #HmongVoicesCount✍ Sign the
petition➡ bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount @SEARAC

Download full services of graphics from Google
Drive

Download full series of graphics from Canva

WEDNESDAY 11/15
Facebook/Instagram
📣 TAKE ACTION📣 The US Census Bureau has misclassified
Hmong Americans communities as 'East Asian' in a public data
set. Hmong Americans are part of the Southeast Asian American
refugee legacy. If this mistake is not corrected, our communities'
needs will be made invisible. We will not let bad data tell a story

that is not ours.✍ Sign the petition today to demand that
Hmong voices are heard and that #HmongVoicesCount:
bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount @SEARAC

Photo used in graphic courtesy of KaYing Yang

X/Twitter
Don't let@uscensusbureau’s mistake hide the experiences of

Hmong Americans.✍ Sign the petition to correct this
misclassification and give the Hmong community the visibility we

deserve➡ bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount #HmongVoicesCount
@SEARAC

THURSDAY 11/16
Instagram/Facebook

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1HtScwOx1EqhpBoQ7Te89Ei1EwD3b45Mh?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1HtScwOx1EqhpBoQ7Te89Ei1EwD3b45Mh?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1HtScwOx1EqhpBoQ7Te89Ei1EwD3b45Mh?usp=drive_link
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFznSisVcw/zMC9M05qmahH4lD64AwLtw/edit?utm_content=DAFznSisVcw&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
http://bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount
https://emojipedia.org/writing-hand/
https://emojipedia.org/right-arrow/
http://bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TJo4uQDHSNp8KenSC61yXBoIHS1QkFiT?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TJo4uQDHSNp8KenSC61yXBoIHS1QkFiT?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TJo4uQDHSNp8KenSC61yXBoIHS1QkFiT?usp=drive_link
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFznTdyQeg/zmLhlUbkZo9pL74Wjwnk3w/edit?utm_content=DAFznTdyQeg&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://emojipedia.org/writing-hand/
http://bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount
https://emojipedia.org/writing-hand/
https://emojipedia.org/right-arrow/
http://bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount


Download full series of quotes from Google Drive

Download full series of quotes from Canva

Join us in centering Hmong voices and needs! The US Census’
error will impact whether our communities receive the resources
they deserve. In their op-ed, May Gnia, Dia Cha, Peng Her, and
Lee Pao Xiong share how this error will impact the Hmong
community. They write, “This misclassification not only ensures
that resources will not be allocated to the educational, health,
and mental health services we need, it erases our cultural
history and identity. The Census Bureau must classify us as who
we are.” Support Hmong communities and ensure that
#HmongVoicesCount by sharing this petition widely:
bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount
@SEARAC

X/Twitter
We will not let@uscensusbureau’s bad data tell a story that is

not ours. #HmongVoicesCount.✍ Sign the petition➡
bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount @SEARAC

Download from Google Drive

Download from Canva and share this graphic

FRIDAY 11/17
Facebook/Instagram
Join us and take action today to urge the US Census Bureau to
correct their misclassification. Hmong Americans are part of our
Southeast Asian refugee history. If this error is not corrected, our
community's essential needs may go unnoticed. We refuse to let
incorrect data shape our stories.✍ Take action now by signing
the petition to ensure that #HmongVoicesCount.
bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount @SEARAC

Photo used in graphic courtesy of KaYing Yang

X/Twitter
📣 Raise Awareness📣@uscensusbureau has mistakenly
classified Hmong Americans as 'East Asian' in new data. We
can't let this error hide our needs. Sign the petition to make
#HmongVoicesCount. bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount @SEARAC

SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS OVERVIEW
This table shows the graphics that will be posted each day and the order that they should be

posted in. You can click on each graphic to go to download them from Google Drive.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ljj3NlVqDreOpm0ppocgdmlCaIGZYwAP?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ljj3NlVqDreOpm0ppocgdmlCaIGZYwAP?usp=drive_link
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFznU8l-tA/cxf05z6z9d2SmLwrrAIWFQ/edit?utm_content=DAFznU8l-tA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
http://bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount
https://emojipedia.org/writing-hand/
https://emojipedia.org/right-arrow/
http://bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17NQd2tjNIX5U0wIx9Uc3BwbS6fGv0OqB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17NQd2tjNIX5U0wIx9Uc3BwbS6fGv0OqB/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFznfVUjR0/Du2WJ1G9zX_rLegXzUSWUw/edit?utm_content=DAFznfVUjR0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
http://bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount
http://bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount


NOV. 13

NOV. 14

NOV. 15

NOV. 16

NOV. 17

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o8pPqyOeHNr4kjrMRC8HksQLpUv4HWF1/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vPOKOdTUqAI32Rp1hZuBaXuu0h59zksr/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rqDAoZiT5R5Tp-C-xbtMPghntwhuOe2c/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X3SLSuYnsq27RSoIlMyl9mmpuqkH_XaB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OmhbD4vOKZttsN1X2vgbnyKrLaqjZ-S4/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1clRbV8NINaRo0h-Y1y5dgeJZF7OCFiUU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I2XzZahUlnDXTHlLPf5XLWk-djsXZaKd/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NQ0HRcawYl4mglasK2vscF6ivSfeG7Hl/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zAkiSBNcQgTo1lfeVUVLo6yzhyvGJHQf/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ID7aBW83tLWO0FyO5sq7XKNg2BFNAUZ3/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yn4-TkTDWRlcxM15IAiFnPGRafGq9lCQ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vvS0Qo7SAqBdzLY3zOP77kL_J_Zcs89w/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AhlgQMfFrMLU8p8qdAo-xXAGhJ6nQ8dg/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KM3kGUSyHDlSbm2s66I31Pa8cgBdCLax/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j0H386vUG4UEgry0TcUv8bxPZYDZqkyd/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ew_ZRjhWO0kvwBc560uv5blyxiAF1_Tx/view?usp=drive_link


#MyHmongHeritage Toolkit for for Hmong
Community Leaders and Advocates

Messaging Guidance, Sample Social Media
Language, and Graphics

Hmong voices and experiences must be centered in this moment of urging the US Census
Bureau to correct their error. To Hmong community leaders and advocates: we encourage you
to share your own unique reflections and stories about your right to be seen and self-identify as
Southeast Asian American. You know your community best and the impact of this error. Here
are some prompts to ask yourself in crafting language for social media:

- Why is it important for the Hmong community to be seen as Southeast Asian American?
- What impact does being classified as East Asian have for your and your community?
- In what ways does the US Census Bureau’s misclassification impact you?
- What parts of your family heritage and history feel important to share during this moment

of advocating for the US Census Bureau to correct its error?
- Can you share personal stories that illustrate the significance of the Hmong community’s

place in the tapestry of Southeast Asian American refugee legacy?

Join us in our week of action and uplift your story by using the #MyHmongHeritage in addition
to the #HmongVoicesCount hashtag. Here are additional graphics for you to use and sample
captions. You can download these files from Google Drive or click on the image you’d like to
post.

#MyHmongHeritage is not up for
debate— I am Hmong and I am
Southeast Asian American.

The US Census Bureau misclassified my
Hmong community as ‘East Asian,’ and it
must correct this error. Misclassifying my
community erases our cultural heritage
and identity and impacts funding and
resources that we deserve, such as
health screenings, educational
opportunities, and mental health care.

Join me in signing this petition
demanding for the Census Bureau to
honor my right to be seen as Southeast
Asian American:
bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount
@SEARAC

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1gYH_qk-sMRajDw6A_xucx3YRMVys1IaQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TtTtWQo8CJRshoq8pmKHsxDHpGWrRD4m/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U52vLyNHgl90YXSscO4Epdf-hMwsLsii/view?usp=drive_link
http://bit.ly/HmongVoicesCount


#HmongVoicesCount
Photo used in graphic courtesy of
KaYing Yang


