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2026 ELA Standard Course of Study 
Initial Installation Materials Released 
Initial Installation Resources Available 
Throughout the installation phase, supporting resources will be 
developed and shared. Stakeholders are encouraged to check 
the ELA Virtual Implementation Kit (VIK) often for updates and 
additional resources.  
Adopted 2026 ELA SCOS 
Key features of the 2026 English Language Arts Standard Course of 
Study include: 

●​ Standards and objectives format for consistency with other 
content area Standard Courses of Study, including a 
streamlined structure with three strands and one 
substrand. 

●​ Standards and objectives rooted in three fundamental 
principles: complex text at the center of instruction; integration of literacy domains (i.e. reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening); and use of a variety of text genres, modes, formats, and lengths. 

●​ Foundational skills extended to span K-12. 
●​ Language structures and vocabulary skills integrated across all strands. 
●​ Grammar and conventions listed explicitly as grade-level objectives. 
●​ Written and spoken student products expanded to include opinion/persuasive, informational, 

explanatory/expository, poetry, descriptive, and narrative products. 

View the adopted 2026 ELA SCOS K-12 or by grade-band via the ELA Virtual Implementation Kit (VIK). 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FNCSBE%2Fbulletins%2F40434e5/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/su0uD4Mce0GrOqfOFc2qTAhxzP_0emYZnZ1ddacy_F8=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fncdpi.instructure.com%2Fcourses%2F914/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/URZ8oYEQVAOKJ_6kBfqhaSe7bIVrACbXn14OWv87wO4=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F19-aiblQPGXNt4ZDzucJ9Ajseh29TDG8xIfqQoJRKAng%2Fedit%3Fusp=sharing/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/ML2XGVkrKh-50C7rzV4yqjy0PL93a-RBQmXb4dAr8bY=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F19-aiblQPGXNt4ZDzucJ9Ajseh29TDG8xIfqQoJRKAng%2Fedit%3Fusp=sharing/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/ML2XGVkrKh-50C7rzV4yqjy0PL93a-RBQmXb4dAr8bY=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fncdpi.instructure.com%2Fcourses%2F914/2/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/qvr7GUoRU1xOKjkmuTYnwIqkahGpZQiAittKEgbOPjQ=440


Communications Toolkit 
The NCDPI ELA Team strongly encourages PSUs to use the provided resources to inform their 
stakeholders of the 2026 standards adoption. The Communications Toolkit is designed to help public 
school units (PSUs) communicate the newly adopted 2026 ELA SCOS to stakeholders. It provides 
ready-to-use templates, key messages, an FAQ, and visual materials to assist with timely and effective 
communication. The resources included may be adapted to fit PSU needs, helping leaders keep all 
stakeholders informed. 
2017 & 2026 ELA SCOS Crosswalk 
The Crosswalk illustrates the variance between the 2017 NC ELA Standard Course of Study and the 
adopted 2026 NC ELA Standard Course of Study. This resource can be used to assist with adapting 
and/or revising local curriculum. 
Frequently Asked Questions Document 
The FAQ one-pager includes common questions and answers about the adopted 2026 ELA Standard 
Course of Study.  
NAEP & ACT Mapping Document 
The mapping document connects the NC ELA Standard Course of Study (SCOS) to the 2026 National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Framework and 2026 ACT Core Academic Skills Framework. 
 In support of the NC Strategic Plan: Achieving Educational Excellence, this resource illustrates how the 
2026 ELA SCOS aligns with key assessment frameworks, helping stakeholders align instruction and 
advance the strategic plan’s goals for student achievement and postsecondary readiness. 
Installation Timeline 
The adoption of the 2026 ELA SCOS marks the beginning of standards installation. During installation 
(January 2026 - July 2027), both NCDPI and PSUs prepare for implementation. Throughout the installation 
phase, NCDPI will provide professional development and supporting resources. Some of the resources to 
expect during installation are below: 

●​ Unpacking Documents by Grade 
●​ Glossary 
●​ Highlighted Vertical Progression 
●​ Parent/Caregiver Guide 
●​ Morphology & Word Work Resource 
●​ Grammar and Conventions Resource 
●​ Sentence Composition Resource 

Standards Implementation Guide 
The Standards Implementation Guide aims to provide general guidance to PSUs on the considerations 
that must be made as PSUs and schools install newly revised NCSCOS. 

Implementation of Adopted 2026 ELA SCOS  
Note: The current 2017 ELA Standard Course of Study will remain in place for classroom instruction 
and assessment through the 2026-2027 school year.  
Public school units (PSUs) are expected to implement the 2026 North Carolina Standard Course of Study 
for K-12 English Language Arts starting in the 2027-2028 school year. Details regarding professional 
learning opportunities and forthcoming resources will be shared via listservs and social media channels. 
Consider encouraging colleagues to subscribe to the ELA Team listserv and/or follow the ELA 
Team's Instagram and Facebook pages, so they can stay informed throughout installation and 
implementation of the 2026 ELA Standard Course of Study! 

 

Jewish Identity & Antisemitism Today 
Regional Trainings February 2026 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAG32wZdbKY%2FCGFwRS9KJaqjPmcoX4DTEw%2Fview%3Futm_content=DAG32wZdbKY%26utm_campaign=designshare%26utm_medium=link2%26utm_source=uniquelinks%26utlId=h1a146e48cb/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/Wd0_nSU9KPc9CJ7actrMHZJysakGCbIUK95htF_dJAY=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1a0FgEPMnkrawISVYuwsGssVakSUgEJeoGHsjToppML0%2Fedit%3Fusp=sharing/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/mxSW9HVCs1B7Wg3Z2EW2Xv8mYZg3kHiYyEBDJ-1oVa8=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAG7zHwSVsU%2Frm_5hweZyG9rHUEJ0ftPKg%2Fview%3Futm_content=DAG7zHwSVsU%26utm_campaign=designshare%26utm_medium=link2%26utm_source=uniquelinks%26utlId=h6491c11a28/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/62QREKALebgjrA-aVv8q41pLujN_qP2aDMK0v8RkkLg=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1WRSwb3f8F8oikmXTC40IuHZ0WQJxSD1Heoje6SkDl2Q%2Fedit%3Fusp=sharing/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/IaDiMjPztQ4B2kOqs3dF5lMo-5xDr-3BcvlvTIMJAj8=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAG7zFYVkr4%2FYSB3s5fv-a3I_MHbm2fz8A%2Fview%3Futm_content=DAG7zFYVkr4%26utm_campaign=designshare%26utm_medium=link2%26utm_source=uniquelinks%26utlId=hcfda29824a/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/fe3hr8dLqXvDHtWRjH9jQGRmzXdkMCoBjqrciOKfsqM=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fncdpi.instructure.com%2Fcourses%2F11379%2Fpages%2Finstallation-planning/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/WQ4W6BDVinZGPDgXcRdPcQuGOLuDDezzO7BF0t7ST2Y=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F15li-QjyE4mMfiSW64LKFSw55rXu0y8ff%2Fview/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/En_dSAAIzd1xLh65PVNveWWA6VSJmOdaeZptsx4skYA=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FNCSBE%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/rpKzX3wODsdQjZ3u_6RtYl0qhRxdJCBA7baOXFOi3PY=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fncdpi.elateam%2F/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/X127kO3uZJlF9moTXA-hiCZYBQv10TuMXj1W5ptRUhc=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpeople%2FNC-English-Language-Arts%2F100063467715851%2F%3F_rdr/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/_qz2Xw7JUwUP8FTLm-nKbj5Y1CqAOMmRgWaKgR2GXPg=440


In these full-day sessions, educators will engage in critical conversations that support the development of 
safe, inclusive, and respectful school communities. Together, we will: 

●​ explore Jewish identity 
●​ examine how antisemitism has evolved over time 
●​ consider how misinformation and global conflicts in the Middle East impact K-12 schools today 
●​ learn strategies to foster understanding and empathy among students of diverse backgrounds 

Locations & Dates: 

●​ West Region: February 3, 2026 | Mills River Academy, 96 School House Rd. Mills River, NC 
28759 | Large Conference Room 

●​ Northwest Region: February 4, 2026 | Olive Hill Resource Center, 509 W Concord St. 
Morganton, NC 28655 | Olive Hill Room 

●​ Northeast Region: February 9, 2026 | Taft Professional Development Center, 2010 Allen Rd. 
Greenville, NC 27834 | Carolina Room 

●​ Sandhills Region: February 10, 2026 | Sandhills Community College, 3395 Airport Rd. Pinehurst, 
NC | Ball Visitor Center 

●​ Southeast Region: February 11, 2026 | Dale K. Spencer Building, 1802 S. 15th St. Wilmington, 
NC 28401 | Spencer Board Room 

●​ North Central Region: February 17, 2026 | NCDPI Building, 301 N Wilmington St. Raleigh, NC 
27601 | Room 150 N  

●​ Piedmont-Triad Region: February 23, 2026 | Asheboro City Schools Global Innovation Center, 
211 W Walker Ave Asheboro, NC 27203 | Professional Development Room 

●​ Southwest Region: February 24, 2026 | Wallace Education Forum, 500 N Main St. Salisbury, NC 
28144 

The primary audience for the sessions will be administrators, counselors, and teachers. These trainings 
are held in partnership with the Stan Greenspan Holocaust Education Center. Seats are limited, 
so register for a session in your region soon! 

 
 
 
Implementing Standards-Based Instruction 
Webinar Series 
This webinar series will provide participants knowledge to confidently implement 
instruction aligned to content area North Carolina Standard Courses of Study. View 
the flyer to register or use the registration links for each session to attend! 
Foundations of Standards-Based Instruction​
February 10, 2026| 4:00 - 5:00 PM | Registration 
This session will provide participants with an understanding of the review, revision, 
and implementation phases for standards in NC. Participants will be guided through 
the creation of a learning inventory that ensures aligned standards-based instruction 
in all classrooms. 

Differentiating Standards-Based Instruction​
March 10, 2026 | 4:00 - 5:00 |  Registration 
This session will guide participants through the basic components of differentiation and how to implement 
standards-based instructional strategies that support the needs of all learners. 

Aligning Standards-Based Instruction​
April 14, 2026 | 4:00 - 5:00 | Registration 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdAScDOyYniptSbAoipMhph0Cx_scty2gw_XBU0MsMFM2S1ng%2Fviewform/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/nHqajR1nfbnTyZ7fJtU6eGUDs-22Ka8WP1TgBmVEnjM=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FNCSBE%2F2026%2F01%2F13%2Ffile_attachments%2F3520526%2FSBI%2520Flyer%2520%25287%2529.pdf/2/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/pcVe4ogZXyO0vOfu98amvjIdMfF4z6PgQFegYS9iBBU=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FNCSBE%2F2026%2F01%2F13%2Ffile_attachments%2F3520526%2FSBI%2520Flyer%2520%25287%2529.pdf/2/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/pcVe4ogZXyO0vOfu98amvjIdMfF4z6PgQFegYS9iBBU=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fncgov.webex.com%2Fwebappng%2Fsites%2Fncgov%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2F1f494fca76ad4781955167f1345fb078%3Fticket=4832534b00000008a9272bbc758134c3d5c1b8a8cc9e67e3509a82bf22627b9ff6e35d8e2001ae21%26timestamp=1768320527609%26RGID=r8fdea4b6dfb3113527ef3dae66fffd0f%26isAutoPopRegisterForm=false/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/qmRbqdt7JwKRB4H72Ap-eiHk_8zhhX2mbQ11y0USVEw=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fncgov.webex.com%2Fwebappng%2Fsites%2Fncgov%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2F453f038600b94f1b935b87bb7531d1cd%3Fticket=4832534b00000008456001c0de0af4194ff58eeb7e547d813ddd26a233bccb90d76e05a94abee6b3%26timestamp=1768320545792%26RGID=r07cf67bb12b1da853e594ead748fcd9e%26isAutoPopRegisterForm=false/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/QBtDKdQeYht-fTmSEPWrXERlRE3rUlnNVbHbon-DsG0=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fncgov.webex.com%2Fwebappng%2Fsites%2Fncgov%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2Fffb0c0cdfb084ce2b80dc1e27a190f7c%3Fticket=4832534b00000008871eb3e1b8ce7c48cc66d92e0c6170087f91f1a3fcefce27d1e6159b1fe08da6%26timestamp=1768320564896%26RGID=r04e5a66a5e43a2a50f903102d17f86a9%26isAutoPopRegisterForm=false/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/xV-bYQHTXJwc7DJqZjFZDuEVlmRrIwRVCu4IBrVN7kE=440


This session will guide participants in creating standards-aligned performance tasks through an 
understanding of how standards are addressed, taught, and assessed. 

 
 

 
 
11 Principles of Character Education: Building 
School Cultures Where Every Student Thrives 
Join NCDPI for a full-day, interactive professional development session designed 
to help schools learn how to use the 11 Principles to create a culture of character in 
their classrooms, schools, and districts. This session will introduce a wide range of 
approaches, strategies, and practices that school leaders can implement 
immediately to transform their school climate and culture.  Whether your school is 
beginning its journey or seeking to deepen its implementation, this workshop will 
provide: 

●​ A clear overview of each principle 
●​ Examples from NC Schools of Character 
●​ Practical strategies for improving school culture 
●​ Tools for assessing progress and gathering evidence 
●​ Support for completing the School of Character Application 

View the session flyer for additional information, and register today for this professional learning 
opportunity! 
Contact Justyn.Burgess@dpi.nc.gov with questions about this session. 
 

 
 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAGvTPwj-s8%2FqYer1hMzTZaCIhbOpjOCcQ%2Fview%3Futm_content=DAGvTPwj-s8%26utm_campaign=designshare%26utm_medium=link%26utm_source=viewer/2/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/FLwuP1vBJOncleVScU8FhZL8kqb1_Zp0PUpIZ2No8BE=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLScNq3qCdektSUGGZ7JkB_L-kysWPAWhrGIoxPtY4gauC73a8g%2Fviewform/1/0100019bb878ae56-0e749d3d-202a-4bc4-8812-30d9d7319e2a-000000/UTjAnnt4fKa-94sLS16OoSN1O7ZfZaCi6LgFGPEGMn4=440

