Proposal: Merge Article 6 and Article 7 into a single Article 6, titled “National Committee”

Description: Collapses Articles 6, 7 into single article, Moves Article 9 Section 6 into combined Article

Rationale: Merges the National Committee into one Article

Bylaws of the Libertarian Party

ARTICLE 6: OFFICERS

1. The officers of the Party shall be:

o Chair,

o Vice-Chair,

o Secretary, and

o Treasurer.
All of these officers shall be elected by a regular convention
of the Party, shall take office immediately upon the close of
the convention and shall serve thereafter until the final
adjournment of the next regular convention. No person shall
serve as an officer who is not a sustaining member of the
Party.

2. No offices shall be combined.

3. The Chair shall preside at all conventions and all meetings
of the National Committee. The Chair is the chief executive
officer of the Party with full authority to direct its business and
affairs, including hiring and discharging of National
Committee volunteers and paid personnel, subject to express
National Committee policies and directives issued in the
exercise of the National Committee's plenary control and
management of Party affairs, properties and funds.

ARTICLE 6: OFFHGERS NATIONAL COMMITTEE

4 8. The officers of the Party shall be:

o Chair,

o Vice-Chair,

o Secretary, and

o Treasurer.
All of these officers shall be elected by a regular convention
of the Party, shall take office immediately upon the close of
the convention and shall serve thereafter until the final
adjournment of the next regular convention. No person shall
serve as an officer who is not a sustaining member of the
Party.

2- 1. No offices shall be combined.

3= 9. The Chair shall preside at all conventions and all
meetings of the National Committee. The Chair is the chief
executive officer of the Party with full authority to direct its
business and affairs, including hiring and discharging of
National Committee volunteers and paid personnel, subject to
express National Committee policies and directives issued in
the exercise of the National Committee's plenary control and
management of Party affairs, properties and funds.

ARTICLE 6: NATIONAL COMMITTEE
1. No offices shall be combined.

2. The National Committee and all of its committees shall
conduct all votes and actions in open session; executive
session may only be used for discussion of personnel
matters, contractual negotiations, pending or potential
litigation, or political strategy requiring confidentiality.

3. The National Committee shall meet at such times and
places as may be determined by: action of the Committee,
call of the Chair, or written request of 1/3 or more of its
members.

4. A majority of the membership of the National Committee
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at all
meetings.

5. A National Committee member who fails to attend two
consecutive regular sessions of the National Committee shall
be deemed to have vacated his or her seat. The appointing
body shall be free to reappoint the member who vacated the
seat.




4. The Vice-Chair shall be the chief assistant to the Chair,
performing such duties as the Chair shall prescribe, and
holding such executive powers as the Chair shall delegate
and shall perform the duties of the Chair in the event that the
Chair is, for any reason, unable to perform the duties of the
office.

5. The Secretary shall be the recording officer of the Party
and shall perform such duties as are assigned by the Chair or
the National Committee. The Secretary shall attend all
meetings of the National Committee and all Party conventions
and shall act as Secretary thereof, keeping such minutes and
records as necessary..

6. The Treasurer shall receive, expend, and account for the
funds of the Party under the supervision and direction of the
Chair and the National Committee. The Treasurer shall make
an annual financial report to the National Committee and shall
perform all duties required of the office by applicable federal
and state law. The Treasurer is responsible for oversight of all
financial functions, including, but not limited to receipts,
disbursements, internal and external reporting. The Treasurer
shall report to the National Committee and the convention
both the financial situation of the Party and the results of its
activities. The report of the Treasurer to the convention,
specified in Convention Rule 1 agenda item 4, shall include
an independent auditor’s report opining whether the financial
statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial
position of the Party and the changes in its net assets and its
cash flow for the years then ended, in conformity with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States
of America. Unaudited interim financial statements shall also
be presented. Such reports shall be made available to every
delegate.

4- 10. The Vice-Chair shall be the chief assistant to the Chair,
performing such duties as the Chair shall prescribe, and
holding such executive powers as the Chair shall delegate
and shall perform the duties of the Chair in the event that the
Chair is, for any reason, unable to perform the duties of the
office.

5- 11. The Secretary shall be the recording officer of the Party
and shall perform such duties as are assigned by the Chair or
the National Committee. The Secretary shall attend all
meetings of the National Committee and all Party conventions
and shall act as Secretary thereof, keeping such minutes and
records as necessary..

6- 12. The Treasurer shall receive, expend, and account for
the funds of the Party under the supervision and direction of
the Chair and the National Committee. The Treasurer shall
make an annual financial report to the National Committee
and shall perform all duties required of the office by
applicable federal and state law. The Treasurer is responsible
for oversight of all financial functions, including, but not limited
to receipts, disbursements, internal and external reporting.
The Treasurer shall report to the National Committee and the
convention both the financial situation of the Party and the
results of its activities. The report of the Treasurer to the
convention, specified in Convention Rule 1 agenda item 4,
shall include an independent auditor’s report opining whether
the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects,
the financial position of the Party and the changes in its net
assets and its cash flow for the years then ended, in
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in
the United States of America. Unaudited interim financial
statements shall also be presented. Such reports shall be
made available to every delegate.

6. The National Committee shall have control and
management of all the affairs, properties and funds of the
Party consistent with these bylaws. The Libertarian National
Committee shall establish and oversee an organizational
structure to implement the purposes of the Party as stated in
Article 2. The National Committee shall adopt rules of
procedure for the conduct of its meetings and the carrying out
of its duties and responsibilities. The National Committee may
delegate its authority in any manner it deems necessary.

7. The National Committee shall be composed of the
following members: a. the officers of the Party; b. five
members elected at large by the delegates at a regular
convention; and c. any additional members as specified
below: Any affiliate party with 10% or more of the total
national party sustaining membership within affiliate parties
(as determined for delegate allocation) shall be entitled to one
National Committee representative and one alternate for each
10% of national sustaining membership. Affiliate parties may,
by mutual consent, band together to form "representative
regions," and each such "region" with an aggregate national
party sustaining membership of 10% or more shall be entitled
to one National Committee representative and one alternate
for each 10% of national party sustaining membership.
"Representative regions" may be formed or dissolved once
every two years during a period beginning 90 days before the
beginning of and ending on the second day of the national
convention, and notice of new formations or dissolutions must
be given in writing to the national Secretary prior to the close
of the convention at which they take place.

8. The officers of the Party shall be:
o Chair,
o Vice-Chair,
o Secretary, and




7. The National Committee may, for cause, suspend any
officer by a vote of 2/3 of the entire National Committee,
excepting the officer that is the subject of the vote who may
not participate in that vote. The suspended officer may
challenge the suspension by an appeal in writing to the
Judicial Committee within seven days of receipt of notice of
suspension. Failure to appeal within seven days shall confirm
the suspension and bar any later challenge or appeal. The
Judicial Committee shall set a date for hearing the appeal
between 20 and 40 days of receipt of the appeal and shall
notify all interested persons, which persons shall have the
right to appear and present evidence and argument. At the
hearing the burden of persuasion shall rest upon the
appellant. The Judicial Committee shall either affirm the
National Committee's suspension of the officer or order the
officer's reinstatement within 30 days of the hearing. Failure
of the Judicial Committee to rule within 30 days shall
constitute an affirmation of the National Committee's
suspension of the officer. At such time as the suspension is
final, the office in question shall be deemed vacant.

8. The National Committee shall appoint new officers if
vacancies occur, such officers to complete the term of the
office vacated.

ARTICLE 7: NATIONAL COMMITTEE

1. The National Committee shall have control and
management of all the affairs, properties and funds of the
Party consistent with these bylaws. The Libertarian National
Committee shall establish and oversee an organizational
structure to implement the purposes of the Party as stated in
Article 2. The National Committee shall adopt rules of
procedure for the conduct of its meetings and the carrying out

+ 20. The National Committee may, for cause, suspend any
officer by a vote of 2/3 of the entire National Committee,
excepting the officer that is the subject of the vote who may
not participate in that vote. The suspended officer may
challenge the suspension by an appeal in writing to the
Judicial Committee within seven days of receipt of notice of
suspension. Failure to appeal within seven days shall confirm
the suspension and bar any later challenge or appeal. The
Judicial Committee shall set a date for hearing the appeal
between 20 and 40 days of receipt of the appeal and shall
notify all interested persons, which persons shall have the
right to appear and present evidence and argument. At the
hearing the burden of persuasion shall rest upon the
appellant. The Judicial Committee shall either affirm the
National Committee's suspension of the officer or order the
officer's reinstatement within 30 days of the hearing. Failure
of the Judicial Committee to rule within 30 days shall
constitute an affirmation of the National Committee's
suspension of the officer. At such time as the suspension is
final, the office in question shall be deemed vacant.

8- 21. The National Committee shall appoint new officers if
vacancies occur, such officers to complete the term of the
office vacated.

ARHEEEF-NAHONAL-COMMITTEE

4= 6. The National Committee shall have control and
management of all the affairs, properties and funds of the
Party consistent with these bylaws. The Libertarian National
Committee shall establish and oversee an organizational
structure to implement the purposes of the Party as stated in
Article 2. The National Committee shall adopt rules of
procedure for the conduct of its meetings and the carrying out

o Treasurer.
All of these officers shall be elected by a regular convention
of the Party, shall take office immediately upon the close of
the convention and shall serve thereafter until the final
adjournment of the next regular convention. No person shall
serve as an officer who is not a sustaining member of the
Party.

9. The Chair shall preside at all conventions and all meetings
of the National Committee. The Chair is the chief executive
officer of the Party with full authority to direct its business and
affairs, including hiring and discharging of National
Committee volunteers and paid personnel, subject to express
National Committee policies and directives issued in the
exercise of the National Committee's plenary control and
management of Party affairs, properties and funds.

10. The Vice-Chair shall be the chief assistant to the Chair,
performing such duties as the Chair shall prescribe, and
holding such executive powers as the Chair shall delegate
and shall perform the duties of the Chair in the event that the
Chair is, for any reason, unable to perform the duties of the
office.

11. The Secretary shall be the recording officer of the Party
and shall perform such duties as are assigned by the Chair or
the National Committee. The Secretary shall attend all
meetings of the National Committee and all Party conventions
and shall act as Secretary thereof, keeping such minutes and
records as necessary..
(a) The Secretary or a designee shall promptly post
notice for each session of the National Committee;
any National Committee proposed agendas; and
approved minutes of each convention and open
National Committee session to a permanent archive




of its duties and responsibilities. The National Committee may
delegate its authority in any manner it deems necessary.

2. The National Committee shall be composed of the
following members: a. the officers of the Party; b. five
members elected at large by the delegates at a regular
convention; and c. any additional members as specified
below: Any affiliate party with 10% or more of the total
national party sustaining membership within affiliate parties
(as determined for delegate allocation) shall be entitled to one
National Committee representative and one alternate for each
10% of national sustaining membership. Affiliate parties may,
by mutual consent, band together to form "representative
regions," and each such "region" with an aggregate national
party sustaining membership of 10% or more shall be entitled
to one National Committee representative and one alternate
for each 10% of national party sustaining membership.
"Representative regions" may be formed or dissolved once
every two years during a period beginning 90 days before the
beginning of and ending on the second day of the national
convention, and notice of new formations or dissolutions must
be given in writing to the national Secretary prior to the close
of the convention at which they take place.

3. The National Committee shall take office immediately upon
the close of the regular convention at which they are selected
and serve until the final adjournment of the next regular
convention.

4. A National Committee member shall be a sustaining
member of the Party and shall not be the candidate of any
party except the Party or an affiliate.

5. The National Committee may, for cause, suspend any
member-at-large by a vote of 2/3 of the entire National

of its duties and responsibilities. The National Committee may
delegate its authority in any manner it deems necessary.

2= 7. The National Committee shall be composed of the
following members: a. the officers of the Party; b. five
members elected at large by the delegates at a regular
convention; and c. any additional members as specified
below: Any affiliate party with 10% or more of the total
national party sustaining membership within affiliate parties
(as determined for delegate allocation) shall be entitled to one
National Committee representative and one alternate for each
10% of national sustaining membership. Affiliate parties may,
by mutual consent, band together to form "representative
regions," and each such "region" with an aggregate national
party sustaining membership of 10% or more shall be entitled
to one National Committee representative and one alternate
for each 10% of national party sustaining membership.
"Representative regions" may be formed or dissolved once
every two years during a period beginning 90 days before the
beginning of and ending on the second day of the national
convention, and notice of new formations or dissolutions must
be given in writing to the national Secretary prior to the close
of the convention at which they take place.

3- 16. The National Committee shall take office immediately
upon the close of the regular convention at which they are
selected and serve until the final adjournment of the next
regular convention.

4- 17. A National Committee member shall be a sustaining
member of the Party and shall not be the candidate of any
party except the Party or an affiliate.

8- 18. The National Committee may, for cause, suspend any
member-at-large by a vote of 2/3 of the entire National

section on the Party’s website. Any person may record
the National Committee’s proceedings while in open
session, or subscribe to a read-only email list on
which National Committee votes are recorded.

12. The Treasurer shall receive, expend, and account for the
funds of the Party under the supervision and direction of the
Chair and the National Committee. The Treasurer shall make
an annual financial report to the National Committee and shall
perform all duties required of the office by applicable federal
and state law. The Treasurer is responsible for oversight of all
financial functions, including, but not limited to receipts,
disbursements, internal and external reporting. The Treasurer
shall report to the National Committee and the convention
both the financial situation of the Party and the results of its
activities. The report of the Treasurer to the convention,
specified in Convention Rule 1 agenda item 4, shall include
an independent auditor’s report opining whether the financial
statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial
position of the Party and the changes in its net assets and its
cash flow for the years then ended, in conformity with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States
of America. Unaudited interim financial statements shall also
be presented. Such reports shall be made available to every
delegate.

13. The National Committee shall designate an Assistant
Treasurer to temporarily serve in the event the Treasurer is
incapacitated or unavailable, or vacates the position.

14. The National Committee may adopt public policy
resolutions by a % vote with previous notice or by unanimous
consent without previous notice.




Committee, excepting the member that is the subject of the
vote who may not participate in that vote. The suspended
member-at-large may challenge the suspension by an appeal
in writing to the Judicial Committee within seven days of
receipt of notice of suspension. Failure to appeal within seven
days shall confirm the suspension and bar any later challenge
or appeal. The Judicial Committee shall set a date for hearing
the appeal between 20 and 40 days of receipt of the appeal
and shall notify all interested persons, which persons shall
have the right to appear and present evidence and argument.
At the hearing the burden of persuasion shall rest upon the
appellant. The Judicial Committee shall either affirm the
National Committee's suspension of the member-at-large or
order reinstatement of the member-at-large within 30 days of
the hearing. Failure of the Judicial Committee to rule within 30
days shall constitute an affirmation of the National
Committee's suspension of the member-at-large. At such
times as the suspension is final, the office in question shall be
deemed vacant.

6. A National Committee member who fails to attend two
consecutive regular sessions of the National Committee shall
be deemed to have vacated his or her seat. The appointing
body shall be free to reappoint the member who vacated the
seat.

7. The National Committee shall appoint new officers and
members-at-large if vacancies occur, such officers and
members-at-large to complete the term of the office vacated.

8. A National Committee Regional Representative or
Alternate may be removed and replaced only by the act of the
affiliate parties that constitute the subject region. The voting
procedure for the removal and replacement of regional
representatives or alternates shall be determined by the

Committee, excepting the member that is the subject of the
vote who may not participate in that vote. The suspended
member-at-large may challenge the suspension by an appeal
in writing to the Judicial Committee within seven days of
receipt of notice of suspension. Failure to appeal within seven
days shall confirm the suspension and bar any later challenge
or appeal. The Judicial Committee shall set a date for hearing
the appeal between 20 and 40 days of receipt of the appeal
and shall notify all interested persons, which persons shall
have the right to appear and present evidence and argument.
At the hearing the burden of persuasion shall rest upon the
appellant. The Judicial Committee shall either affirm the
National Committee's suspension of the member-at-large or
order reinstatement of the member-at-large within 30 days of
the hearing. Failure of the Judicial Committee to rule within 30
days shall constitute an affirmation of the National
Committee's suspension of the member-at-large. At such
times as the suspension is final, the office in question shall be
deemed vacant.

6- 5. A National Committee member who fails to attend two
consecutive regular sessions of the National Committee shall
be deemed to have vacated his or her seat. The appointing
body shall be free to reappoint the member who vacated the
seat.

+ 15. The National Committee shall appoint new officers and
members-at-large if vacancies occur, such officers and
members-at-large to complete the term of the office vacated.

8- 19. A National Committee Regional Representative or
Alternate may be removed and replaced only by the act of the
affiliate parties that constitute the subject region. The voting
procedure for the removal and replacement of regional
representatives or alternates shall be determined by the

15. The National Committee shall appoint new officers and
members-at-large if vacancies occur, such officers and
members-at-large to complete the term of the office vacated.

16. The National Committee shall take office immediately
upon the close of the regular convention at which they are
selected and serve until the final adjournment of the next
regular convention.

17. A National Committee member shall be a sustaining
member of the Party and shall not be the candidate of any
party except the Party or an affiliate.

18. The National Committee may, for cause, suspend any
member-at-large by a vote of 2/3 of the entire National
Committee, excepting the member that is the subject of the
vote who may not participate in that vote. The suspended
member-at-large may challenge the suspension by an appeal
in writing to the Judicial Committee within seven days of
receipt of notice of suspension. Failure to appeal within seven
days shall confirm the suspension and bar any later challenge
or appeal. The Judicial Committee shall set a date for hearing
the appeal between 20 and 40 days of receipt of the appeal
and shall notify all interested persons, which persons shall
have the right to appear and present evidence and argument.
At the hearing the burden of persuasion shall rest upon the
appellant. The Judicial Committee shall either affirm the
National Committee's suspension of the member-at-large or
order reinstatement of the member-at-large within 30 days of
the hearing. Failure of the Judicial Committee to rule within 30
days shall constitute an affirmation of the National
Committee's suspension of the member-at-large. At such
times as the suspension is final, the office in question shall be
deemed vacant.




regions. In the absence of any such procedures, a majority
vote of the state chairs comprising the region shall prevail.

9. The National Committee shall meet at such times and
places as may be determined by: action of the Committee,
call of the Chair, or written request of 1/3 or more of its
members.

10. A majority of the membership of the National Committee
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at all
meetings.

11. The National Committee may adopt public policy
resolutions by a % vote with previous notice or by unanimous
consent without previous notice.

12. Upon appeal by ten percent of the delegates credentialed
at the most recent regular convention or one percent of the
Party sustaining members the Judicial Committee shall
consider the question of whether or not a decision of the
National Committee contravenes specified sections of the
bylaws. If the decision is vetoed by the Judicial Committee, it
shall be declared null and void.

13. The National Committee shall use roll call voting on all
substantive motions. Additionally, the National Committee
must have a roll call vote upon request of any single
committee member present on any motion. On all roll call
votes, the vote of each individual committee member shall be
recorded in the minutes.

14. The Secretary or a designee shall promptly post notice for
each session of the National Committee; any National
Committee proposed agendas; and approved minutes of each
convention and open National Committee session to a

regions. In the absence of any such procedures, a majority
vote of the state chairs comprising the region shall prevail.

9- 3. The National Committee shall meet at such times and
places as may be determined by: action of the Committee,
call of the Chair, or written request of 1/3 or more of its
members.

46- 4. A majority of the membership of the National
Committee shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business at all meetings.

44- 14. The National Committee may adopt public policy
resolutions by a % vote with previous notice or by unanimous
consent without previous notice.

42~ 22. Upon appeal by ten percent of the delegates
credentialed at the most recent regular convention or one
percent of the Party sustaining members the Judicial
Committee shall consider the question of whether or not a
decision of the National Committee contravenes specified
sections of the bylaws. If the decision is vetoed by the Judicial
Committee, it shall be declared null and void.

43- 23. The National Committee shall use roll call voting on all
substantive motions. Additionally, the National Committee
must have a roll call vote upon request of any single
committee member present on any motion. On all roll call
votes, the vote of each individual committee member shall be
recorded in the minutes.

“+4- 11. (a) The Secretary or a designee shall promptly post
notice for each session of the National Committee; any
National Committee proposed agendas; and approved
minutes of each convention and open National Committee

19. A National Committee Regional Representative or
Alternate may be removed and replaced only by the act of the
affiliate parties that constitute the subject region. The voting
procedure for the removal and replacement of regional
representatives or alternates shall be determined by the
regions. In the absence of any such procedures, a majority
vote of the state chairs comprising the region shall prevail.

20. The National Committee may, for cause, suspend any
officer by a vote of 2/3 of the entire National Committee,
excepting the officer that is the subject of the vote who may
not participate in that vote. The suspended officer may
challenge the suspension by an appeal in writing to the
Judicial Committee within seven days of receipt of notice of
suspension. Failure to appeal within seven days shall confirm
the suspension and bar any later challenge or appeal. The
Judicial Committee shall set a date for hearing the appeal
between 20 and 40 days of receipt of the appeal and shall
notify all interested persons, which persons shall have the
right to appear and present evidence and argument. At the
hearing the burden of persuasion shall rest upon the
appellant. The Judicial Committee shall either affirm the
National Committee's suspension of the officer or order the
officer's reinstatement within 30 days of the hearing. Failure
of the Judicial Committee to rule within 30 days shall
constitute an affirmation of the National Committee's
suspension of the officer. At such time as the suspension is
final, the office in question shall be deemed vacant.

21. The National Committee shall appoint new officers if
vacancies occur, such officers to complete the term of the
office vacated.

22. Upon appeal by ten percent of the delegates credentialed
at the most recent regular convention or one percent of the




permanent archive section on the Party’s website. Any person
may record the National Committee’s proceedings while in
open session, or subscribe to a read-only email list on which
National Committee votes are recorded.

15. The National Committee and all of its committees shall
conduct all votes and actions in open session; executive
session may only be used for discussion of personnel
matters, contractual negotiations, pending or potential
litigation, or political strategy requiring confidentiality.

session to a permanent archive section on the Party’s
website. Any person may record the National Committee’s
proceedings while in open session, or subscribe to a
read-only email list on which National Committee votes are
recorded.

45. 2. The National Committee and all of its committees shall
conduct all votes and actions in open session; executive
session may only be used for discussion of personnel
matters, contractual negotiations, pending or potential

litigation, or political strategy requiring confidentiality.

Party sustaining members the Judicial Committee shall
consider the question of whether or not a decision of the
National Committee contravenes specified sections of the
bylaws. If the decision is vetoed by the Judicial Committee, it
shall be declared null and void.

23. The National Committee shall use roll call voting on all
substantive motions. Additionally, the National Committee
must have a roll call vote upon request of any single
committee member present on any motion. On all roll call
votes, the vote of each individual committee member shall be
recorded in the minutes.

ARTICLE 7: RESERVED

ARTICLE 9: FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING

6. The National Committee shall designate an Assistant
Treasurer to temporarily serve in the event the Treasurer is
incapacitated or unavailable, or vacates the position.

ARTICLE 6: NATIONAL COMMITTEE

6- 13. The National Committee shall designate an Assistant
Treasurer to temporarily serve in the event the Treasurer is
incapacitated or unavailable, or vacates the position.




